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PREFACE. 


It  has  been  said,  by  a  writer  of  some 
eminence,  that  "a  Preface,  being  the 
porch  by  which  a  reader  is  to  enter  into 
a  book,  it  ought  to  be  beautiful,  that  it 
may  tempt  him  to  proceed." 

Though  this  observation  may  apply 
with  much  truth,  to  works  that  are  strict- 
ly original ;  yet  the  author  of  the  follow- 
ing little  volume  can  only  express  her 
hope,  that  the  simplicity  and  plainness 
of  the  entrance,  may  not  deter  the  pub- 
lic from  proceeding  in  its  perusal ;  but 
that  they  may  find  reason  to  approve,  in 
proportion  as  they  advance  through  its 
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It  remains  for  her  only  to  say,  that 
she  has  endeavoured  so  to  mingle  in- 
struction w^ith  amusement,  that  the  one 
cannot  be  separated  from  the  other ;  and 
that,  in  laying  the  scenes  in  countries 
somew^hat  less  familiar  than  most,  to 
the  juvenile  mind,  she  has  been  indebt- 
ed for  the  substance  of  the  information 
she  communicates,  to  the  most  modern 
and  most  generally- approved  travellers. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

At  the  dose  of  a  long  and  eventful  life,  during 
which  I  have  crossed  oceans,  traversed  distant 
countries,  visited  the  remains  of  art,  and  observed 
the  manners  and  habits  of  men,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  better  devote  the  residue  of  my  days, 
than  in  relating  to  my  young  friends  those  inci- 
dents which  have  most  interested  me,  or  those  re- 
flections which  I  have  found  the  most  profitable ; 
for  time,  whilst  it  has  blanched  my  hair,  and  fur- 
rowed my  cheeks,  has  not  lessened  my  interest  in 
the  lising  generation,  nor  my  desires  for  their  best 
welfare,  and  their  advancement  in  knowledge  and 
virtue. 

I  was  the  son  and  heir  of  a  widow  lady  in  the 
west  of  England,  and,  like  most  other  only  chil- 
dren, I  was  at  once  the  object  of  the  most  unbound- 
ed affection,  and  the  most  unceasing  solicitude ;  a, 
soHcitude  which,  I  mourn  to  say,  I  often  repaid 
with  in^atitudcj  and  received  with  indifference, 
1* 
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My  disposition  was  animated  and  active,  and 
my  spirits  buoyant  even  to  restlessness.  I  loved 
trap-lDall  and  cricket  and  leap-frog,  and  every  game 
that  called  forth  my  boyish  vigour,  or  displayed  my 
youthfid  strength ;  and  some  of  the  happiest  mo- 
ments that  I  recollect  of  this  period  of  my  Ufe, 
were,  when  I  could  steal  unperceived  from  the  par- 
lour for  a  few  minutes,  and  discover  my  youthful 
prowess  by  wielding  my  tiny  spade,  and  vying 
with  Bob,  the  gardener's  son,  in  turning  up  the 
ground  that  l^ordered  the  shrabbery. 

Unhappily  for  me,  the  anxiety  of  my  fond  mo- 
ther saw  dangers  or  difficulties  in  every  thing  that 
was  not  carried  on  under  her  unmediate  eye ;  and 
I  now  look  back  with  sorrow  on  the  perverse  and 
way\vard  humours  which  I  displayed,  when  check- 
ed in  my  favourite  plans  by  her  maternal  anxie- 
ties, and  obliged  to  resign  my  darling  avocations 
for  a  sober  ride  in  the  carriage,  or  a  walk  round 
the  grounds,  attended  by  my  watchful  nurse,  (for 
I  still  had  a  nm'se,  though  I  was  eleven  years  of 
age,)  and  buttoned  up  in  my  little  coat,  lest  the 
keenness  of  the  air,  or  the  dampness  of  the  morn- 
ing, should  occasion  my  taking  cold. 

Still  do  I  recollect  the  constant  cry  of  my  ser- 
vant, "  Master  Henry,  you  must  not  walk  so  fast, 
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or  you  will  overheat  yourself :"  "Master  Henry, 
you  must  not  run  down  the  hill,  or  you  will  fall;" 
and  many  was  the  race  I  gave  poor  Ann,  when, 
wearied  out  with  control,  I  determined  to  follow 
my  own  will,  and  set  off  at  full  speed,  leaving  her 
to  catch  me  as  she  could. 

At  length,  however,  she  resigned  her  charge, 
to  the  great  grief  of  my  mother,  declaiing  that  I 
was  grown  past  her  management ;  and  she  was 
succeeded  in  her  employment  by  a  middle-aged, 
respectable  footman.  This  was  a  new  era  in  my 
life :  it  released  me  from  my  most  insupportable 
thraldom,  and  it  opened  a  fi-esh  scene  to  my  view ; 
for  this  man,  who  was  a  widower,  had  also  an  on- 
ly son,  who  was  apprenticed  to  a  carpenter,  in  the 
little  village  which  stood  at  a  short  distance  fi'om 
our  grounds.  Never  shall  I  forget  the  pleasure 
which  I  felt  on  first  entering  the  shop  at  which  he 
worked,  when  one  morning,  I  had  prevailed  on 
my  attendant  to  stroll  beyond  our  usual  bounda- 
ries. Here  was  at  once  food  for  my  cmiosity,  and 
opportunity  to  exercise  my  ingenuity ;  and  I  very 
narrowly  escaped  with  an  accident,  in  pressing 
Will  Shepherd  to  allow  me  to  saw  off  the  corner 
of  a  very  tempting  piece  of  wood,  on  which  he 
was  working:.     From  this  moment,  I  was  never 
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easy  unless  I  was  at  the  shop ;  and  a  wheelbar- 
row, wliich  was  made  for  me  under  my  own  in- 
spection, although  very  far  inferior  to  the  one  I 
was  aheady  in  possession  of,  appeared  to  me  the 
very  summit  of  perfection. 

Had  these  visits  continued  long,  there  is  every 
reason  to  fear  that,  with  the  love  of  occupation,  I 
should  have  gained  a  taste  for  low  society ;  and  I 
only  mention  it  to  prove,  that  industry  is  a  healthy 
child's  natural  element ;  that  they  are  never  so 
happy  as  w  hen  actively  engaged ;  that  the  exer- 
cise of  their  ingenuity  is  at  once  a  source  of  hon- 
est gi-atification  and  useful  amusement ;  and  that 
the  foundation  of  future  indolence  and  misfortune, 
is  frequently  to  be  traced  to  those  nursery  indulgen- 
ces and  mistaken  kindnesses,  which  debilitate  the 
body,  and  incapacitate  the  mind  for  exertion. 

Our  visits,  at  length,  were  discovered ;  and  my 
servant  was  dismissed,  as  unworthy  of  the  confi- 
dence that  was  reposed  in  him.  Many  a  long  and 
weary  day  of  supineness  and  nothingness  succeed- 
ed ;  and  cheerfulness  and  vivacity  gave  way  to  ill- 
humour  and  constant  discontent,  V  till  even  my 
health  suffered  from  my  peevishness. 

At  this  period,  however,  I  was  suddenly  depriv- 
ed of  my  affectionate  mother,  and,  with  all  my 
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waywardness  of  temper,  my  pampered  appetites, 
my  uncontrolled  humours,  transferred  by  my  guar- 
dians to  a  large  public  school,  far  from  this  home 
of  unbounded  affection,  this  scene  of  incessant  at- 
tention to  my  wishes,  this  domicile  of  infant  pride 
and  power  ;  (for  I  was  proud  and  imperious  ;)  a 
stranger  amidst  the  busy  multitude ;  a  humoured 
chUd,  accustomed  to  think  of  himself  as  the  only 
object  in  the  world  worth  notice,  and  now,  for  the 
first  time  in  his  hfe,  cast  among  a  crowd,  and 
henceforth  to  be  regarded,  not  with  reference  to 
his  wealth  and  pretensions,  but  according  to  the 
talents  he  displayed,  or  the  dispositions  be  dis- 
covered. 

After  having  been  introduced  into  the  play- 
ground, and  undergone  a  long  examination  fi'om 
some  of  the  senior  boys,  to  which  I  answered  ra- 
ther sulkily  and  haughtily,  I  was  claimed  as  fag 
by  a  lad  named  Fellows,  and  was  told  that  I 
should  be  installed  into  my  new  office  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  Little  did  I  then  know  the  im- 
port of  the  word  fag,  though  but  few  days  had 
elapsed,  ere  my  quondam  master  taught  me  to  ap- 
preciate the  full  extent  of  my  duties  :  to  fetch  and 
to  carry  for  him  ;  to  be  sent,  when  I  came  shiver- 
ing to  the  fire  to  the  further  end  of  the  play-ground. 
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for  a  ball  or  a  bat  which  he  had  forgotten ;  to  clean 
his  slate,  place  his  book  in  readiness  for  him,  and 
leave  my  own  exercises  to  minister  to  his  pleasures 
or  whims  were  only  a  part  of  my  duties.  He  ab- 
solutely insisted  on  my  going  to  bed  before  him, 
and  then  just  as  I  was  become  warm  and  com- 
fortable, he  would  force  me  to  rise  and  vacate  it 
for  him,  leaving  me  to  seek  my  own  cold  dormitory. 
Many  and  many  a  time  did  I  rebel  against  his 
tyranny,  and  I  was  pronounced  the  most  imperi- 
ous and  untractable  temper  that  the  school  produ- 
ced. Numerous  were  the  schemes  that  were  laid 
to  subdue  my  temper,  and  break  down  my  obsti- 
nacy. Had  these  plans  been  judicious,  perhaps 
they  might  have  succeeded ;  but,  in  proportion  as 
Fellows  oppressed,  I  resisted :  nay,  more,  the  treat- 
ment I  received  had  a  very  unhappy  effect  upon 
my  mind.  I  fancied  that  I  was  despised,  and 
therefore  I  shunned  communion  with  my  school- 
fellows. I  became  gloomy  and  reserved ;  and  from 
the  humiliations  that  were  inflicted,  I  turned  with 
a  stronger  determination  not  to  yield,  and  with  a 
prouder  and  still  fiercer  spirit.  The  elder  boys, 
therefore,  ridiculed  my  pretensions,  and  the  young- 
er ones  dreaded  my  insolence ;  till,  from  suppos- 
ing I  was  avoided,  I  came  to  know  that  I  was 
positively  dishked. 
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Things  were  in  this  state  when  the  arrival  of 
two  new  scholars  produced  a  fresh  sensation  in 
our  Httle  world.  Edward  Mackenzie,  the  oldest 
of  the  strangers,  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  His 
manly  and  candid  countenance,  his  good-humour- 
ed yet  dignified  manners,  produced  an  instant  and 
open  declaration  in  his  favour.  This  was  imme- 
diately confii-med,  by  finding  that  his  acquire* 
ments  and  talents  placed  him  in  the  fii'st  class  at 
school;  whilst  his  skill  and  agility  in  all  our 
games,  rendered  him  a  very  important  and  inte- 
r^ting  person  in  the  play-ground. 

His  brother  Charles  was  one  year  younger.  His 
disposition  was  equally  good,  and  his  abilities  quite 
as  respectable  for  his  age.  He  had  httle  of  his 
brother's  \dvacity,  still  less  of  his  fondness  for  ac- 
tive pursuits  ;  and  his  studious  and  retired  disposi- 
tion, whilst  it  kept  him  aloof  from  the  noisy  gam- 
bols of  the  school,  yet  gave  promise  of  future  ex- 
cellence, and  even  distinction,  in  the  path  of  life 
that  he  should  hereafter  follow.  He  also,  soon  be- 
came properly  appreciated  ;  and  few,  if  any,  were 
the  provocations  offered  to  a  boy,  who  neither  in- 
cited to  acts  of  rudeness,  nor  suffered  them  to  pass 
without  a  proper  explanation. 

I,  of  course,  was  neither  on  a  footing  with  Ed- 
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ward  Mackenzie,  nor  for  an  instant  sought  to  be 
acquainted  with  Charles.  I  looked  upon  another 
senior  pupil  as  only  an  additional  tyrant ;  and  I 
had  too  little  love  for  my  compeers,  to  think  of  en- 
deavouring to  overcome  my  reserve,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  finding  a  companion  in  his  brother. 

Whilst  all  the  rest,  therefore,  gathered  round 
tliem,  I  stood  moody  and  alone ;  and  on  being 
ordered  to  fetch  something  for  Fellows,  I  turned 
on  my  heel  and  left  them,  to  enjoy  my  own  dis- 
mal reflections. 

A  circumstance,  however,  soon  occuiTed,  which 
introduced  me  to  the  notice  of  Edward  Macken- 
zie. A  plan  had  been  formed  by  Fellows  for  rob- 
bing a  neighbouring  orchard.  Mackenzie  had 
been  asked  to  join,  but  he  had  positively  refused ; 
and  as  his  courage  had  been  tried  and  proved,  his 
objections  Tvere  only  received  in  silence.  I,  of 
course,  as  fag^  was  ordered  to  attend ;  and  after 
having  been  enjoined  secrecy,  I  was  stationed  as 
centinel,  whilst  my  tormentor  and  his  companions 
climbed  the  trees.  Just  as  they  had  secured  an 
ample  booty,  a  dog  was  heard  to  bark,  and  my 
signal  was  given.  Fellows  leaped  instantly  down, 
and  in  a  few  moments  they  were  all  out  of  sight. 
I  only,  who  was  forced  to  stay  to  pick  up  the  bag 
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which  Fellows  had  dropped,  was  delayed  in  my 
flight,  and  in  a  few  moments  found  myself  in  the 
grasp  of  the  exasperated  farmer. 

It  was  not  only  being  detained  at  his  house  dur- 
ing the  night  that  I  dreaded :  I  well  knew  that 
the  following  day  would  bring  a  flogging ;  and 
though  it  was  at  the  risk  of  future  misery  if  I  dar- 
ed to  divulge  the  names  of  my  companions,  yet 
still  I  abhorred  the  suffering  I  must  undergo  for 
my  tyrant.  Severe,  indeed,  were  my  mental 
struggles  during  that  night ;  but  my  resolution  was 
taken,  and  on  being  led  into  the  school  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  as  a  culprit,  I  met  such  a  glance 
from  Fellows,  as  would  have  determined  me,  had 
no  other  motive  swayed  me.  But  at  this  moment 
my  pride  was  roused :  I  longed  to  show  to  the  boys 
my  firmness  :  yes,  I  longed  to  prove  that  I  was  a 
vian  in  spirit,  and  that  Telemachus  himself  (with 
whose  history  I  was  much  enamoured)  could  not 
have  kept  a  secret  more  sacred  than  Hemy  Daltry. 

Accordingly,  in  answer  to  every  inquiiy  I  was 
silent ;  and  I  bore  the  severe  punishment  inflict- 
ed, apparently  unmoved.  But  when  we  broke  up 
for  play,  I  did  hope  that,  in  the  congratulations  of 
my  schoolfellows,  I  should  at  least  have  been  re- 
paid. Some  of  the  young  ones  did  raise  their 
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voices  in  my  praise ;  but  my  ambition  soared  far 
beyond  their  applause,  and  not  a  little  mortifica- 
tion did  I  experience,  in  finding  that  the  elder 
boys  were  too  much  occupied  with  some  new  pro- 
ject, to  talk  about  me  ;  and  when  I  turned  for  ap- 
plause to  Fellows,  he  tauntingly  replied,  that  "  I 
had  only  done  my  duty."  Irritated  at  his 
manner,  I  demanded  haughtily  my  share  of  the 
booty,  this  also  he  refused ;  and  when  I  insisted 
on  having  my  portion,  he  bit  off  a  piece  of  an  ap- 
ple which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  threw  it  in  my 
face.  I  could  bear  it  no  longer,  and,  in  a  moment 
of  ungoverned  rage,  I  struck  him  a  blow,  which 
he  returned  with  a  force  that  instantly  laid  me  on 
the  ground.  A  battle  ensued,  in  which,  as  may 
be  supposed,  I  was  thoroughly  beaten  ;  and  un- 
able to  restrain  my  mortification  and  my  passion, 
I  covered  my  face  with  my  hands  and  wept  bit- 
terly. At  this  moment  Edward  Mackenzie  pass- 
ed, who,  on  seeing  my  grief,  stopped  to  inquire  into 
the  cause. 

At  first  I  remained  silent  and  sullen,  but  the 
tones  of  kindness  were  so  new  to  me,  that  insen- 
sibly my  reserve  gave  way,  and  I  confessed  to  him 
the  whole  state  of  the  case.  When  I  had  finish- 
ed, he  endeavoured  to  persuade  me  to  dry  my  tears, 
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commended  my  adherence  to  my  promise  of  se- 
crecy, but  pointed  out  to  me  the  error  of  giv- 
ing my  promise  m  a  wrong  cause.  "  The  fiiin- 
ness  you  have  shoAvn,  Dal  try,"  said  he,  "  ought 
to  have  been  exerted  at  ^r^i^  .•  we  should  refiise 
positively  to  commit  evil,  though  presented  to  us 
in  any  form.  It  is  )^our  duty,  according  to  th6 
iTdes  of  the  school,  to  serve  Fellows,  when  he  does 
not  demand  any  thing  contrary  to  rectitude  and 
right  principles ;  but  not  even  the  orders  of  our 
superiors  should  ever  lead  us  to  commit  a  wron^ 
action.  For  my  own  part,"  he  continued,  "  I  think 
theft  of  any  sort  decidedly  wicked ;  and  I  fancy 
the  old  proverb  is  not  very  far  from  the  truth, 
when  it  says, 

*  That  he  who  learns  to  steal  a  pin, 
In  time  will  steal  a  greater  thing.' 

And  though  robbing  an  orchard  is,  I  know,  by 
schoolboys,  considered  as  a  clever  thing ;  yet  re- 
member, when  you  take  but  an  apple  from  ano- 
ther, you  break  one  of  the  commandments,  and 
one  which  is  positively  enjoined :  you  remember 
itDaltiy?"  he  said,  kindly:  "'Thou  shall  not 
steal.'" 

"  But  they  would  say,  that  I  was  more  than  ever 
obstinate,  if  I  refused,"  I  repUed.     "  Obstinacyy^ 
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answered  Mackenzie,  "  is  persisting  in  our  own 
will  in  a  wrong  cause.  Decision  is  firmness  in 
a  right  one.  We  may  and  ought  to  yield,  when 
required,  our  tastes  and  inclinations  to  others,  but 
we  should  never  compromise  our  principles."  He 
then  mildly  pointed  out  to  me  some  little  points  of 
perversity,  which  had  led  me  into  trouble ;  and 
shaking  me  by  the  hand,  assured  me  I  should  al- 
ways find  a  fiiend  in  him.  From  this  moment, 
I  formed  an  attachment  for  Mackenzie  ;  and,  to 
my  subsequent  introduction  to  his  father's  house,  I 
am  indebted  for  the  cultivation  of  those  better  tem- 
pers, and  the  foundation  of  those  excellent  senti- 
ments, which  as  far  as  I  have  followed  them,  have 
proved  productive  of  happiness,  smoothed  many  a 
rugged  path,  cheered  me  in  depression,  and  ena- 
bled me  to  walk  respectably  and  steadily  tluough 
life. 

I  had  soon  an  opportunity  of  observing  that  Ed- 
ward's practice  kept  pace  with  his  professions,  and 
that  he  never  enforced  upon  my  attention  any 
thing  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  exemplify  in  his 
own  conduct. 

Not  all  the  temptations  of  a  large  public  school 
could  ever  lead  the  Mackenzies  to  deviate  from 
the  straight  path  of  honour  and  rectitude.     Sub- 
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terfuge  they  abhorred,  and  evasion,  in  any  shape, 
their  candid  minds  shrank  from.  The  instance, 
indeed  which  I  am  ^bout  to  bring  forward,  may 
appear  trifling,  but  it  is  to  httle  every-day  occur- 
rences that  we  must  look  for  the  true  estimate  of 
character.  It  is  not  doing,  occasionally,  a  splen- 
did thing,  that  stamps  a  man  as  really  great  and 
good.  Such  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  our- 
selves may  never  occur  ;  and  they  who  are  over- 
looking hourly  duties,  as  too  little  and  mean  for 
their  notice,  will,  in  all  probability  pass  a  very  use- 
less life.  To  be  constantly  on  our  guard  against 
the  encroachments  of  temper  ;  to  quell  the  first 
emotions  of  envy  ;  to  give  praise  to  another  when 
it  is  deserved  ;  to  see  ourselves  thrown  into  shade, 
and  to  be  al^le  to  rejoice  unfeignedly  in  another's 
success  ;  to  speak  truth,  even  when  our  veracity 
may  occasion  us  censure — this  is  true  magnanimi- 
ty of  spirit,  this  is  genuine  superiority  of  mind ; 
and  it  outweighs,  in  its  practical  benefits,  many  of 
those  brilliant  actions,  that  gain  for  their  hero  the 
uncertain  applause  of  a  versatile  crowd. 

But  to  return  to  the  incident  to  which  I  alluded. 

A  little  dog,  belonging  to  one  of  the  ushers,  had 
become  a  great  favourite  among  the  boys  :  and 
one  day,  as  Edward  and  Charles  Mackenzie,  with 
2* 
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Fellows,  were  by  themselves  in  the  school-room^ 
they  amused  themselves  by  makmg  Fido  jmnp 
over  the  desk  which  stood  in  the  room,  to  pick  up 
a  glove,  or  an  apple,  which  the  boys  alternately 
threw  to  the  other  side.  In  the  eagerness  of  their 
pursuit,  they  did  not  perceive  that  an  ink-glass 
had  been  carelessly  left  on  the  desk  by  another  lad, 
till,  by  an  unexpected  leap,  Fido  struck  his  hind 
legs  against  it,  and,  in  an  mstant,  it  lay  in  shivers 
on  the  ground. 

Then-  play  immediately  ceased  :  the  boys  for  an 
instant  looked  at  each  other  with  much  alarm, 
for  they  well  knew  that  the  usher  to  whom  it  be- 
longed, was  a  severe  man,  and  that  acts  of  care- 
lessness frequently  incurred  an  equal  punishment 
with  errors  of  a  far  more  heinous  nature. 

"  What  can  vre  do  ?"  said  Fellows,  turnuig  to 
his  companions,  as  they  stood  gazing  on  the  spark- 
hng  fragments  :  "  what  can  we  do  ?" 

*•  Do  !"  replied  Edward ;  "  we  must  go  instant- 
ly, and  tell  Mr.  Smith  the  whole  truth." 

"  What,  tell  Mr.  Smith !"  answered  Fellows,  in 
astonishment :  "  why,  you  would  not  surely  be 
such  a  fool,  as  to  get  a  flogging  for  such  a  trifle. 
Better,  by  half,  shut  Fido  into  the  room,  and  let 
them  suppose  it  was  his  puppy  which  broke  it ; 
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and  he  won't  flog  his  own  dog,  I'll  be  bound  to  say. 
So  you  see  no  harm  will  be  done,  and  the  blame 
will  fall  where  it  should  on  Master  Fido :  eh,  Fi- 
do !  eh !"  he  said,  stroking  the  dog's  long  ears, 
"  what  say  you  to  a  whipping,  Master  Fido  ?" 

"You  would  not  be  so  mean,  surely?"  said 
Charles. 

"  Mean,  indeed,"  answered  Fellows,  "  that's  just 
like  you :  always  preaching  up  nursery  notions. 
Let  me  tell  you,  young  gentleman,  when  you  have 
seen  a  little  more  of  the  world,  you  will  become 
wiser.  Besides,  I  say,"  he  repeated,  seeing  that 
Charles  was  about  to  reply,  "  it  ivas  his  dog  that 
broke  it,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  suf- 
fer for  his  fault." 

"  But  Fellows,"  said  Edward,  "  evasion  is  as 
wrong  as  positive  falsehood.  It  is  true,  that  it  was 
the  puppy's  legs  that  threw  down  the  glass,  but  it 
was  we  who  enticed  him  into  the  room ;  and  it 
was  through  our  carelessness,  in  not  examining 
the  desk,  that  the  accident  happened." 

"Well,  Master  Wiseacre,"  retorted  Fellows. 
"  do  as  you  like ;  but  I  shall  take  care  how  I  play 
again  with  such  mighty  men  of  truth." 

Notwithstanding  the  sneer  with  which  this 
speech  was  accompanied,  and  which  shook  for  a 
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moment  poor  Charles's  resolution,  more  than  aU 
the  arguments  which  had  been  used,  they  yet  re- 
paired directly  to  Mr.  Smith,  generously  taking  up- 
on themselves  the  whole  blame,  and  not  even  al- 
luding to  the  presence  of  Fellows  at  the  same  time. 
"  My  good  boys,"  said  Mr.  Smith,  (who,  though 
a  severe,  was  by  no  means  an  unjust  man,)  "  the 
honour  and  truth  that  you  have  this  day  evinced, 
deserves  encouragement  instead  of  blame.  The 
act  of  carelessness  will  not,  I  trust,  occur  again, 
and  I  shall,  therefore,  pass  it  over  without  any  fur- 
ther observation,  hoping  that  your  example  will 
extend  its  influence  through  the  school,  and  ar- 
dently wishing  that  you  may  ever  retain  the  ex- 
cellent principles  that  you  have  received.  Trifles, 
my  lads,  '  make  the  sum  of  human  things  :'  tri- 
fles often  stamp  our  character  through  life ;  and 
he  who  disdains  falsehood,  or  even  evasion,  in  a 
matter  of  Uttle  consequence,  may  be  trusted  in 
things  of  moment." 


CHAPTER  11. 

I  HAD  hitherto  spent  my  hohdays  at  school,  and 
dreary  seasons  they  were.  My  guardians  did  not 
seem  to  think  it  necessary  to  send  for  me  to  their 
houses  ;  and,  indeed,  the  character  of  unamiabi- 
lity  which  I  bore,  rendered  me  no  very  desirable 
companion.  But  now,  Edward  Mackenzie  ob- 
tained permission  for  me  to  accompany  himself 
and  brother  home,  and  early  one  bright  summer 
morning  we  set  out  for  the  parental  residence. 

We  had  a  very  merry  journey;  for  Edward 
was  uncommonly  playful,  and  even  Charles  was 
unusually  animated.  In  proportion  as  we  drew 
nearer,  their  hilarity  increased.  Every  field,  every 
hedge,  every  lane,  seemed  known  to  them.  In 
this  place  they  had  played  at  cricket,  here  they 
had  gone  nutting,  and  there  they  had  flown  their 
kite ;  so  that  in  short,  every  step  seemed  but  the 
prelude  to  a  new  story,  or  the  scene  of  some  hap- 
py incident.  At  length,  Edward  exclaimed, 
"  There  is  our  house,"  "  What !  that  neat,  pret- 
ty house  we  see  through  the  trees  ?"  I  said,  "  it  is 
not  so  large  as  ours  was."  "  Perhaps  not,"  said 
Edwai'd ;  "  but  I  dare  say  it  is  as  comfortable, 
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and  I  am  sure  I  would  not  change  it  for  any  other, 
be  it  ever  so  grand." 

I  felt  a  httle  ashamed  at  Edward's  having  seen 
my  spirit  of  pride,  and  was  therefore  silent,  till 
Charles  exclaimed:  " Look,  Edward,  there  are 
Tom,  William,  and  great  Jowler,  mnning  down 
the  lane."  In  an  instant  the  coach  stopped,  and 
we  were  saluted  by  two  younger  boys,  accompani- 
ed by  a  large  Newfoundland  dog,  which  seemed, 
by  its  gestures,  to  share  in  the  joy  of  the  party. 
Giving  our  luggage  to  the  servant,  we  walked  at 
a  brisk  pace  till  we  came  in  sight  of  the  garden, 
at  the  entrance  of  which  we  were  met  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mackenzie,  with  three  daughters. 

In  all  my  wanderings  round  "  this  world  of 
care,"  in  all  the  various  vicissitudes  of  my  pro- 
gress, I  can  positiv^ely  assure  my  young  readers, 
that  the  loveliest  and  most  interesting  sight  that 
I  have  ever  witnessed,  is  that  of  an  affectionate 
and  united  family.  Without  domestic  harmony, 
I  have  beheld  splendid  misery  ;  and  with  it,  hap- 
py poverty. 

It  was  this  dehghtful  spirit  that  reigned  in  the 
family  of  the  Mackenzies :  it  regulated  their  ac- 
tions, and  lent  a  sweetness  and  gentleness  to  their 
manners,  which  no  poUsh,  independently  of  it, 
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could  confer ;  for  I  have  ascertained,  my  dear 
youixg  friends,  that  real  politeness  is  founded  on  a 
kind  and  obUging  disposition,  and  that  they  only 
are  uniformly  genteel,  who  are  always  careful  of 
the  feelings  of  others.  If  it  should  be  said,  that 
perhaps  the  disposition  of  the  Mackenzies  was  un- 
usually good,  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I 
do  not  attribute  their  excellencies  so  much  to  na- 
tural amialjiUty,  as  to  the  sound  precepts  they  re- 
ceived from  thek  excellent  mother.  From  her 
lips  flowed  thek  first  lessons  in  knowledge  and 
piety,  and  from  her  example  they  learnt  to  appre- 
ciate the  loveliness  and  propriety  of  the  truths  she 
taught.  Whilst  the  most  complete  opermess  and 
unrestrained  affection  were  preserved,  there  never 
w^as  the  least  appearance  of  rudeness  permitted  to 
each  other.  1  have  often  observed  in  other  fami- 
lies, that  many  of  those  little  jars  which  distm-b 
the  peace  of  its  members,  arise  from  the. want  of 
respect  towards  each  other.  Expressions  and 
looks,  w^hich  they  would  blush  to  use  to  strangers, 
are  yet  addressed  to  those  to  whom  they  are  bound 
by  every  tie  of  love  and  duty. 

"  Please  is  a  very  little  word, 
And  thank  you  is  not  long," 

said  Emma  to  little  Charlotte  with  a  smile,  when 
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she  omitted  the  customary  reply,  and  by  such  gen- 
tle and  winning  remarks  were  the  youngest  chil- 
dren trained  in  this  habitual  politeness. 

There  was  also  another  point  of  character  in 
this  estimable  ciicle,  which  I  cannot  refrain  from 
mentioning,  because,  although  a  decided  Chris- 
tian vutue,  I  have  unhappily  mourned  its  absence, 
where  I  should  have  most  looked  for  its  presiding 
influence :  I  mean  the  almost  total  absence  of 
scandal  and  tattling  which  prevailed.  To  effect 
this,  Ml',  and  Mi's.  Mackenzie  pursued  a  different 
course  from  that  which  is  usually  adopted  by  pa- 
rents :  they  did  not  insist  on  a  total  silence  on 
these  pomts,  because  they  knew  that  the  childi-en 
would  amply  requite  themselves,  by  talking  more 
fully  and  freely  when  alone,  for.  the  restraint  im- 
posed upon  them  in  their  presence  ;  but  they  Hs- 
tened  to  their  remarks,  and  either  pointed  out  ex- 
tenuations for  the  absent,  or  w  hat  was,  perhaps, 
equally  striking,  proved  to  them,  from  their  own 
observations,  that  they  were  often  guilty  of  the 
spirit  of  the  fault  which  they  were  condemning. 

I  remember,  one  evening,  little  Clara,  on  her 
return  from  a  visit,  expatiated  at  some  length  on 
the  greediness  of  another  young  lady,  in  taking 
both  times,  w^hen  the   plum-cake   was   handed 
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round,  "  not  only  the  largest,  but  the  only  pieces 
which  had  ice  upon  them." 

"  Did  you  ask  her  if  she  was  very  fond  of  the 
sugar  icing  ?"  said  her  mamma.  "  Yes,  mamma," 
replied  Clara ;  "  and  she  said  she  was  excessively 
fond  of  it :  those  were  her  very  words,  ma'a." 

"  And  did  you  teU  her  that  you  also  were  excess- 
ively fond  of  it,"  said  her  papa,  "  and  that  you 
thought  that  you  had  an  equal  right  to  one  of 
these  said  tempting  pieces  7" 

^'  No,  papa,"  repUed  Clara,  "  I  should  have 
been  ashamed  of  saying  that :  she  would  have 
thought  me  so  covetous,  and  I  despise  selfishness." 

"  Audi  yet,  my  dear  Clara,"  said  her  mamma, 
"  I  fancy  your  strong  indignation  at  it  arises  part- 
ly from  an  indulgence  of  the  same  spirit.  Al- 
though you  had  plenty  of  nice  plum-cake,  you 
were  not  satined  with  it,  but  you  envied  her  what 
you  conceived  to  be  a  richer  morsel ;  and  your  in- 
dignation at  what  you  term  her  greediness,  arises 
as  much  from  yom*  o^vn  disappointment  as  from 
her  error.  We  may  regret  the  prevalence  of  evil 
passions,  when  we  see  them  directed  towards  ano- 
ther ;  but  when  our  own  propensities  are  concern- 
ed, we  should  carefully  examine  whether  it  is 
self-mortification  we  are  lamenting,  instead  of  the 
wrong  principle,  as  we  imagine." 
3 
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I  cannot  pretend  to  tell  you  what  an  influence 
the  example  of  this  family  had  on  my  mind — how 
often  I  proved  the  truth  of  the  declaration,  that 
"  a  soft  answer  turneth  away  \vi-ath."  How  of- 
ten my  irascibility  was  checked  by  observing  their 
gentleness ;  and  my  pride  and  vanity  dwindled 
into  insignificance,  when  put  in  comparison  with 
their  unassuming  and  active  vktues.  Theirs  was 
the  language  of  conduct^  and  it  was  eloquence  that 
carried  conviction  to  my  bosom. 

Could  I  be  haughty,  when  aU  around  were  hum- 
ble ?  Could  I  be  imperious,  when  all  were  kind 
and  condescending  '^  Could  I  give  way  to  passion, 
when  each  one  sought  to  avoid  giving  offence,  or 
endeavoured  instantly  to  make  reparation  for  any 
shght  I  might  fancy  I  had  received  ?  No :  my  sul- 
lenness  gave  way  under  their  benevolence,  and  all 
my  kinder  feeUngs  expanded ;  for  here  they  were 
cultivated  and  brought  into  action  :  and  when,  af- 
ter a  six  weeks'  vacation,  I  returned  to  school,  I  car- 
ried with  me,  not  only  the  kind  wishes  of  the  Mac- 
kenziesjbutmyown  earnest  desires  and  resolutions, 
that,  by  my  future  improvement,  I  might  become 
more  worthy  of  the  regard  I  was  anxious  to  secure. 

That  I  had  many  xery  difficult  struggles  with 
my  long-cherished  propensities,  and  that  it  was 
some  months  ere  I  seemed,  even  to  myself,  to 
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make  any  progress,  is  true ;  but  the  sincere  and 
the  persevering  will  eventually  succeed,  and  ere 
we  returned  again  for  the  holidays,  I  had  secured 
the  approbation  of  my  preceptors,  and  the  good- 
will of  many  of  the  best  pupils. 

Oh !  with  what  joy  did  we  look  forward  to  the 
renewal  of  those  happy  days  we  had  passed  in  the 
summer  !  and  in  the  warm  welcome  we  received, 
we  were  not  disappointed.  But  there  was  sadness 
mingled  with  Mrs.  Mackenzie's  affectionate  greet- 
ing, and  Mr.  Mackenzie  looked  graver  than  usual. 
"  Where  is  Emma  ?"  said  Edward,  as  he  missed 
her  in  the  animated  group  :  "  is  she  not  well  ?" 

"  Emma,"  replied  Mrs.  Mackenzie,  "  is  very  un- 
well ;  but  she  wishes  to  see  you,  and  after  tea, 
you  shall  go  into  her  room." 

Emma,  indeed,  was  confined  to  her  bed  by  an 
accident,  that  arose  from  her  good-humoured  de- 
sire of  amusing  her  youngest  sister.  Running  at 
full  speed  after  little  Charlotte,  she  came  suddenly 
in  contact  with  a  door  in  a  dark  passage,  and  re- 
ceived a  violent  blow  on  the  knee-pan.  Finding 
herself,  after  the  sharpness  of  the  first  pain  had 
subsided,  but  little  inconvenienced  by  it,  the  neces- 
sary precautions  were  not  adopted,  and  thus  an 
insidious  and  dangerous  disease  was  suffered  to 
gain  an  alarming  height. 
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No  positive  determination,  ag  to  the  extent  of 
,  the  danger  was,  huwever,  pronounced,  till  a  few 
days  after  our  arrival :  the  dreadful  truth  then 
burst  upon  all  with  overwhelming  force,  and  imme- 
diate amputation  of  the  leg  was  pronounced  ne- 
cessary. As  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  Mr.  Macken- 
zie undertook  the  painful  task  of  breaking  the 
mournful  intelligence  to  his  child.  Emma  receiv- 
ed the  sad  information  in  silence,  and  for  some 
minutes  tears  i-apidly  chased  each  other  down  her 
paUid  cheeks  :  at  last  checking  her  emotion,  she 
said,  in  a  low  but  firm  tone,  "  Allow  me,  my  dear 
papa,  to  be  left  alone  for  half  an  hour :  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  I  Avill  ring  the  bell." 

The  request  was  instantly  granted  :  the  interval 
was  spent  by  Emma  in  fervent  supplications  for 
strength,  and  the  bell  was  heard  to  ring  as  the 
hand  of  the  clock  stood  on  the  expii-ed  half  hour. 

"  Are  the  medical  gentlemen  here,  papa  ?"  she 
inquired,  as  Mr.  Mackenzie  entered  the  room. 

"  They  are,  my  love,"  he  replied, 

"  Then  will  you  say,  papa,  that  I  am  ready," 
she  answered ;  and  with  such  patience  and  forti- 
tude did  the  suffering,  but  heroic  child  undergo  the 
operation,  that  not  a  flower  was  displaced  in  a 
small  bouquet*  that  was  given  her  to  hold  during 
the  amputation. 

♦  A  fact. 
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It  was  hoped  that  Emma's  calmness  and  free- 
dom from  all  irritability  would  have  seconded  the 
efforts  of  the  surgeons  ;  but,  exhausted  by  previ- 
ous pain,  her  constitution  could  not  support  the 
additional  suffering,  and  she  sank  rapidly,  but 
quietly  under  the  effects  of  her  disease. 

Many  years  have  passed  away  since  those  days 
of  sorrow,  but  never  can  I  revert  to  that  period, 
without  feelings  of  deep  but  melancholy  interest ; 
and  as  the  voice  of  panegyric  cannot  reach  the 
dead,  and  as  the  force  of  example  outweighs  the 
language  of  precept,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to 
expatiate  for  a  few  moments  on  the  vutues  of  Em- 
ma. In  my  subsequent  progress  through  life,  I 
have  often  been  recalled,  in  recollection,  to  her,  and 
confirmed  in  an  observation  I  have  often  heard, 
that  modesty  is  invariably  an  attendant  on  real 
abilities  ;  and  when  I  have  noticed  the  pertness 
and  idleness  of  some  who  have  fancied  themselves 
possessed  of  genius,  merely  because  they  could  ea- 
sily commit  to  memory  a  lesson,  could  scribble  a 
few  lines  of  indifferent  poetry,  or  possessed  a  su- 
perficial acquaintance  with  music  or  painting,  how 
have  I  contrasted  her  unassuming  talents,  with 
her  assiduity  and  perseverance  in  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge.  Genius,  mdeed,  is  by  no  means  con- 
ferred on  the  multitude ;  though  no  error  is  more 
3* 
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common  than  that  of  mistaking  showy  acquire- 
ments  for  real  acquisitions,  or  quickness  of  com- 
prehension,  united  to  some  taste,  for  innate  superi- 
ority. Never  to  begin  any  thing  that  she  did  not 
mean  to  finish^  was  one  of  Emma's  rules ;  for 
if,  as  she  would  say,  a  thing  was  worth  doing  at 
all,  it  was  worth  doing  well.  But  it  is  not  on  her 
mental  excellencies  that  I  purpose  dwelHng :  it 
was  her  unaffected  piety,  her  unvarying  sweetness 
of  temper,  her  generosity  in  appreciating  the  vir- 
tues or  talents  of  others,  her  watchfulness  over  her 
own  faults,  and  her  obedience  to  her  affectionate 
parents  that  gamed  her  the  love  of  her  own  fami- 
ly. She  never  for  an  instant  thought,  that  supe- 
rior abilities  released  her  from  the  ol^hgation  of  the 
domestic  duties; — that,  because  she  was  clever 
she  might  indulge  wayward  humours ; — that,  be- 
cause she  was  highly  gifted,  she  might  look  down 
with  contempt  on  those  who  were  inferior^  Suxe- 
ly  it  behoves  those  on  whom  are  bestowed  great 
endowments,  to  evince  then-  sense  of  the  blessing, 
by  the  cultivation  of  every  benevolent  disposition, 
by  the  desire  to  render  themselves  more  generally 
usefid,  through  the  influence  they  possess  over  the 
minds  of  their  young  companions. 

At  the  expiration  of  these  sorrowful  hohdays  we 
returned  to  school ;  and  as  I  took  my  place  in  the 
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first  class,  I  was  now  regarded  as  a  senior  pupil, 
and  released  from  the  thraldom  of  Fellows. 

I  should  tell  you,  that  Emma,  just  before  her 
death,  had  given  to  her  brother  Edward  a  vinai- 
grette as  a  keepsake.  This,  at  the  moment  of  re- 
ceiving it,  he  had  put  into  his  pocket,  fully  intend- 
ing to  lay  it  by  in  some  secure  place  ;  but  the  fault 
of  Edward,  and  a  serious  one  it  is,  was  that  of 
putting  off  till  to-morrow,  what  should  be  done  to- 
day. The  consequence  was,  that  it  remained 
where  he  had  first  thrust  it ;  and  thus,  in  the  after 
loss  of  this  memento  of  a  sister  whom  he  had  lov- 
ed and  prized,  he  had  not  only  to  rue  the  depriva- 
tion of  Emma's  parting  gift,  but  to  undergo  self- 
condemnation  for  unwarrantable  carelessness. 

It  happened,  as  I  tell  you,  to  remain  in  his  pock- 
et, and  being  engaged  one  day  warmly  in  a  game 
of  cricket,  he  did  not  perceive  that  it  had  caught 
the  corner  of  the  handkerchief,  which  he  hastily 
pulled  out  of  his  coat  pocket,  and  that  it  had  fallen 
on  the  grass.  But,  although  it  was  not  remarked 
by  Edward,  it  did  not  lie  unperceived.  Fellows, 
of  whom  I  have  so  often  spoken,  had  noticed  it, 
and  the  moment  Mackenzie  quitted  his  post,  he 
ran  and  picked  it  up ;  not,  I  regret  to  say,  with  an 
intention  to  return  it,  but  with  the  dishonest  deter- 
mination to  secrete  it.     I  never  was  a  friend  to  a 
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minute  detail  of  delinquency,  and  therefore  I  shall 
not  repeat  all  the  sad  faults  of  this  unhappy  hoy, 
of  whom  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  speak. 
The  good  had  better  remain  in  ignorance  of  vice, 
and  to  the  bad  my  recital  would  furnish  no  novel- 
ty. All  I  shall  say  is,  that  he  was  an  adept  in 
every  act  or  trick  that  required  evasion  or  agility 
to  prevent  detection.  He  had  been  a  spoiled  boy ; 
and,  unfortunately,  his  father  had  never  sufficient- 
ly checked  his  propensity  to  falsehood.  He  would 
sometimes  smile,  and  tell  him,  "  he  must  not  draw 
the  long-bow  so  often,"  and  thus,  by  softening  the 
teiTQ,  deprive  the  vice  itself  of  its  heinousness ;  or, 
he  would  laugh  at  his  son's  power  of  outwitting 
the  less  wary,  and  repeat  some  of  his  exploits,  as 
a  good  joke,  till  Fellows  actually  learned  to  think, 
that  to  do  a  cunning  thing,  or,  as  he  termed  it,  a 
clever  thing,  was  better  than  to  do  a  right  one. 


CHAPTER  III. 

At  the  end  of  this  year,  both  Fellows  and  Ed- 
ward Mackenzie  left  school ;  and  as  my  guardians 
deemed  it  best  for  me  to  spend  a  short  time  under 
the  care  of  an  accomplished  and  excellent  clergy- 
man, previously  to  my  entering  at  college,  we  all 
three  took  our  leave  at  the  same  time. 

I  had  been  in  this  situation  about  twelve  months, 
when,  taking  up  the  newspaper  one  day,  I  was 
shocked  to  perceive  the  trial  of  William  Fellows, 
for  defrauding  the  gentleman  with  whom  he  was 
placed.  I  instantly  wrote  to  Mackenzie  for  farther 
particulars,  because,  from  the  nature  of  his  mercan- 
tile engagements,  I  knew  that  he  must  often  have 
had  intercourse  with  the  unhappy  dehnquent,  and 
from  him  I  soon  received  a  confirmation  of  my 
fears. 

Fellows,  it  appeared,  on  leaving  the  academy, 
had  been  placed  in  a  merchant's  counting-house ; 
and  soon,  as  might  be  expected,  fell  a  victim  to  his 
own  arts.  Passionately  addicted  to  every  kind  of 
amusement,  and  with  a  taste  for  dress  and  show 
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that  far  exceeded  me  aii. pie  allowance  that  was 
made  him  he  flew  to  ^bc  ■  ammg-table,  in  the  des- 
pernte  hope  of  retneving  his  sinking  funds.  He 
was  unsuccessful :  again  he  tried,  and  again  he  in- 
curred debts  to  an  enormous  amount.  He  had  no 
resources  of  any  kind,  and  a  prison  alone  present- 
ed itself  to  his  view.  Under  these  circumstances, 
is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  a  mind  like  that  of 
Fellows  yielded  to  temptation  ?  In  a  state  ahuost 
of  frenzy,  he  sought  the  counting-house,  and  there 
secreted  a  large  sum  of  money,  that  in  the  absence 
of  his  master,  had  been  paid  into  his  hands  by  a 
gentleman. 

The  theft  was  discovered,  and  the  offender  se- 
cured. A  long,  tedious  imprisonment  followed : 
the  ignominy  of  a  pubUc  trial  succeeded ;  and  it 
was  only  through  a  flaw  in  the  mdictment,  that  he 
received  liis  liberty.  But  his  character  was  irre- 
vocably gone,  and  he  knew  not  whither  to  tiu'n. 
In  this  dilemma,  his  father  heard  of  a  relation,  who 
was  about  to  undertake  a  voyage  to  Afiica,  for  the 
purposes  of  discovery,  and  he  prevailed  upon  him 
by  entreaties  and  tears,  added  to  his  son's  promises 
of  amendment,  to  allow  him  to  accompany  Mm 
thither,  as  an  assistant. 

About  this  time,  I  had  business  w^hich  required 
my  presence  in  London ;  and,  on  calling  on  Ma/?- 
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kenzie,  he  informed  me,  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  visit  poor  Fellows  ere  he  entirely  left  his  native 
country.  Accordingly,  we  took  a  boat  and  rowed 
towards  the  ship,  which  was  lying  in  the  river,  and 
waiting  only  for  a  favourable  breeze  to  carry  it  far 
from  the  shores  of  happy  England. 

Never,  never  can  I  forget  that  visit.  We  were 
both  struck  with  the  alteration  that  time,  dissipa- 
tion, and  sorrow  had  made  in  the  appearance  of 
our  fallen  school-fellow.  The  gay,  the  haughty 
Fellows,  had  become  humble  and  penitent ;  and 
he,  who  before  had  looked  down  on  every  one, 
now  seemed  to  consider  himself  as  one  of  the 
meanest  and  most  guilty  of  his  race.  "  I  have 
found,"  said  he  to  Edward,  whilst  a  deep  blush 
overspread  his  cheeks,  "amongst  my  things,  a 
vinaigrette  which  was  once  yours,  that  you  drop- 
ped, and  I  picked  up.  Would  that  I  had  never 
yielded  to  temptation  even  in  trifles^  and  then  I 
should  have  shrunk  from  crimes  of  magnitude ; 
but  he  who  willingly  commits  what  he  may  term 
Uttle  sms,  can  never  say,  '  So  far  will  I  go,  and 
no  farther.' " 

We  left  him  at  the  conslusion  of  this  speech, 
and  the  next  morning  we  heard  he  had  sailed. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  description 
of  the  voyage,  nor  of  the  various  places  at  which 
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they  touched  in  their  progress  towards  the  place  of 
their  destination.  Unhappily  for  them,  just  off  the 
north  of  Cape  Blanco,  a  violent  storm  arose  ;  peals 
of  the  most  awful  thunder  rent  the  air,  and  the 
forked  hghtning  seemed  to  illuminate  the  whole 
expanse  of  the  heavens.  As  Fellows  stood  gaz- 
ing in  mute  astonishment,  he  was  suddenly  roused 
from  his  position,  by  the  cry  of  "  the  is  ship  on 
fii-e."  It  was,  alas !  too  true :  one  tremendous 
flash  of  lightning  had  spht  in  two  the  mizen  mast 
and  he  had  but  just  time  to  escape  into  the  long- 
boat ere  he  beheld  the  whole  vessel  in  flames.  It 
was  a  majestic,  but  mom-nful  sight.  The  almost 
intense  darkness  of  the  night  was,  for  a  season 
lighted  up  by  volleys  of  flames,  that  burst  forth 
from  every  part  of  the  ship,  whilst  the  surround- 
ing shoals  were,  at  intervals,  sufficiently  iUuminat- 
ed  to  inform  the  crew  of  theii*  dangef ,  and  then 
again  shrouded  from  their  sight,  by  the  black 
clouds  that  covered  the  whole  face  of  the  sky.  At 
tliis  moment  a  wave  washed  over  the  boat,  and 
swept  off  the  unhappy  traveller  under  whose  care 
Fellows  was  placed,  and  he  sunk  to  rise  no  more. 
However,  at  last,  after  sm-mounting  incredible  dan- 
gers, they  gained  the  shore,  and  exhausted  as  they 
were,  they  succeeded  in  climbing  the  rocks  that 
every  where  presented  themselves,  and  determined 
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to  remain  upon  their  summits  till  morning  should 
break  over  their  heads. 

But  on  the  dawn  of  day  what  a  sight  presented 
itself  to  them  !  An  immense  plain  covered  with 
white  sand,  over  which  were  thinly  scattered  a  few 
few  creeping  plants  resembling  branches  of  coral, 
extended  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  ;  whilst  the 
distant  hiUs,  covered  with  wild  fern,  presented  the 
appearance  of  an  interminable  forest.  The  whole 
party  looked  at  each  other  in  silent  despair :  famine 
and  certain  death  awaited  them  if  they  remained 
where  they  were,  and  yet,  whither  to  turn  they 
knew  not.  At  last  one  of  the  crew  observed  a  few 
camels  feeding  at  a  distance,  and  they  resolved  to 
approach  them,  in  hopes  that  they  might  possibly 
lead  to  some  tents.  But  Avhat  were  their  conster- 
nation and  surprise,  when  they  heard  an  alarm 
suddenly  given  by  some  children,  Avhom  they  had 
not  observed  watching  goats,  and  in  an  instant 
they  found  themselves  surrounded  by  Arabs.  The 
polished  steel  of  their  weapons  reflecting  the  rays 
of  the  rising  sun-beams,  the  ferocity  of  their  ap- 
pearance, and  their  frightful  shrieks  and  gesticula- 
tions, struck  terror  into  the  little  band.  tJnarmed 
and  defenceless,  they  could  only  await  the  approach 
of  their  enemies,  and  they  were  instantly  taken 
prisoners,  stripped,  plundered,  and  conveyed  to  a 
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miserable  hut  covered  with  moss,  at  a  distance  of 
a  league  from  the  shore.  But  this  was  only  the 
beginning  of  the  miseries  which  the  wretched  Fel- 
lows and  his  associates  had  to  endure. 

Women,  who,  in  every  other  country,  are  uni- 
versally celebrated  for  their  compassion  and  tender- 
ness, in  this  inhospitable  region,  seemed  to  feel 
pleasure  in  adding  to  thek  sufferings.  Under  the 
pretence,  as  they  said,  of  dr)dng  their  eyelids,  they 
threw  sand  into  their  eyes,  they  spit  in  their  faces, 
threw^  stones  at  them,  and  suffered  their  children  to 
follow  their  example. 

At  the  miserable  hut  I  have  before  described, 
they  found  a  young  Frenchman,  who,  Uke  Fel- 
lows, had  been  taken  captive.  He  informed  the 
company,  that  the  Great  Desert,  or  Sahara,  as  it 
was  called,  was  inhabited  by  different  tribes  of 
Arabs,  and  that  the  party  to  which  they  belonged, 
were  called  the  Labdesseba  Arabs  :  that  they  had 
already  sent  fonvard  one  of  their  people,  in  order 
to  erect  small  pyramids  of  stone,  to  direct  their 
course,  and  preserve  them  from  falling  in  with  any 
of  the  hostile  tribes  by  whom  they  were  surround- 
ed ;  and*that  they  intended  to  set  out  for  the  in- 
terior in  a  few  days.  This  intelUgence  plunged 
the  whole  party  into  distress.  The  idea  of  tra- 
versing the  desert  was  dreadful  to  them,  but  com- 
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plaint  and  remonstrance  were  alike  unavailing  ; 
and,  on  the  third  morning,  the  tents  were  remov- 
ed and  placed  upon  the  backs  of  the  camels,  and 
they  set  out  on  their  dreary  way. 

After  lla^'ing  passed  by  ^ome  very  high  moun- 
tains, covered  ^\dth  small  greyish  pebliles,  as  sharp 
a^  flints,  and  descended  into  a  sandy  plain,  over- 
spread with  thorns  and  thistles,  the  feet  of  "Fellows 
were  so  excoriated,  that  they  bled  profusely  at  eve- 
ry step,  and  he  Avas  unable  to  walk  farther.  The 
Arabs,  therefore,  placed  him  upon  one  of  the  cam- 
els ;  but  this  change  of  situation  only  produced  a 
change  of  suffering,  for  the  bristly  hak  and  hard 
trot  of  the  animal,  occasioned  exquisite  pain. 

And  here  I  cannot  help  delaying  the  course  of 
ray  narrative,  just  to  give  my  young  readers  a  de- 
scription of  this  indefatigable,  patient,  and  useful 
creatme  :  part  of  which  information  Fellows  re- 
ceived from  his  companion  in  affliction,  the 
Frenchman,  and  the  other  part  he  gained  by 
actual  observation. 

In  those  extensive  deserts,  where  the  earth  is 
every  where  dry  and  sandy,  Avhere  there  are  nei- 
ther bii'ds  nor  beasts,  insects  nor  vegetables,  and 
where  nothing  is  to  be  seen  but  hills  of  sand,  the 
camel  travels  posting  forward,  without  requiring 
either  diink  or  pasture,  and  often  endures  a  total 
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want  of  sustenance,  for  six  or  seven  days  succes- 
sively. It  has  small  hoofs,  and  its  feet,  which  are 
flat,  are  divided  above,  though  not  quite  through ; 
and  are  particularly  adapted  for  travelling  on  sand, 
but  utterly  unfit  for  mojst  or  marshy  places. 

The  camel  being  remarkably  docile,  is  easily  in- 
structed in  the  methods  of  taking  and  supporting 
its  burden.  Its  legs  are  bent  under  its  body  a  few 
days  after  it  is  produced,  and  in  this  manner  it  is 
loaded  and  taught  to  rise  ;  the  burden  being  every 
day  increased  by  insensible  degrees,  till  the  animal 
is  capable  of  supporting  a  weight  equal  to  its 
strength.  The  same  care  is  taken  to  render  it  pa- 
tient of  hunger  and  thirst :  while  other  animals 
receive  their  food  at  stated  times,  the  camel  is  re- 
strained for  several  days  together,  and  these  inter- 
vals of  famine  are  increased,  in  proportion  as  the 
creature  seems  capable  of  supporting  them.  By 
this  mode  of  education,  it  Hves  five  or  six  days 
without  food  or  water  ;  and,  indeed,  its  stomach  is 
admirably  fitted  by  nature  for  long  abstinence,  for, 
besides  the  fom*  stomachs  which  all  animals  chew- 
ing the  cud  possess,  the  camel  has  a  fifth,  which 
serves  as  a  reservoir  to  contain  a  gi'eater  quantity 
of  water  than  the  animal  has  immediate  occasion 
for ;  where  it  remains  without  either  being  cor- 
rupted or  adulterated  by  the  other  aliments.   When 
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the  camel  finds  itself  pressed  with  thii'st,  it  finds  an 
easy  resource  for  quenching  it ;  and  throws  up  a 
quantity  of  this  water,  by  a  sunple  contraction  of 
the  muscles,  into  the  other  stomachs,  which  serves 
to  macerate  its  dry  food.  In  this  manner,  as  it 
drinks  but  seldom,  it  takes  in  a  large  quantity  at  a 
time ;  and  travellers,  parched  with  thirst,  have  of- 
ten despatched  this  useful  animal  for  the  sake  of 
the  fluid  it  was  expected  to  contain. 

In  the  long  jomneys  through  the  desert,  as  well 
as  in  other  parts  of  Arabia,  merchants  and  travel- 
lers miite  themselves  into  a  body,  furnished  with 
camels,  to  secure  themselves  from  the  insults  of 
robbers,  who  infest  the  countries  through  which 
they  are  to  pass.  This  assemblage  is  called  a  cara- 
van, in  which  the  number  of  itinerants  sometimes 
amounts  to  upwards  of  ten  thousand,  and  that  of 
camels  to  a  still  greater  number.  Each  of  these 
animals  is  loaded  according  to  its  strength ;  and 
so  sensible  is  the  camel  of  its  own  ability,  that,  if 
overburdened  it  remains  on  its  belly,  and  refuses  to 
rise  till  its  load  is  apportioned  to  its  powers.  In 
general,  a  large  camel  is  capable  of  carrying  a  thou- 
sand weight,  and  sometimes  twelve  hundred,  w^iile 
the  dromedary  is  sufficiently  loaded  \vith  six  or 
seven.  During  these  trading  journeys,  they  tra-- 
vel  but  slowly,  and  their  stages,  which  are  gene-. 
4* 
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rally  regulated,  amount  to  about  thirty  or  thirty-five 
niiles  a  day. 

Each  evening,  when  they  arrive  at  the  place  of 
their  destination,  which  is  usually  some  spot  of  ver- 
dm^e,  where  water  and  shrubs  abound,  the  camels 
are  permitted  to  feed  at  large ;  and  on  such  occa- 
sions, they  eat  as  much  in  one  hour  as  is  fully  suf- 
ficient to  support  them  the  succeeding  twenty-four. 
They  prefer  the  coarsest  weeds  to  the  softest  pas- 
tures :  the  thistle,  the  nettle,  the  cassia,  and  other 
prickly  vegetables,  are  their  favourite  food-;  but  as 
all  natural  supplies  of  provisions  are  accidental  du- 
ring these  expeditions,  their  diivers  take  care  to 
supply  them  with  a  kind  of  paste  composition, 
which  serves  as  a  permanent  nourishment. 

It  is  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  the  camels, 
when  they  arrive  in  the  \dcinity  of  a  spring,  or 
pool  of  water,  discover  it  by  its  smell,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  more  than  a  mile.  Thirst  then  excites 
them  to  redouble  theu'  pace ;  and  when  arrived, 
they  drink  as  much  as  serves  them  the  rest  of  their 
jomney,  even  should  it  continue  some  weeks, 
which  is  not  unfrequently  the  case. 

To  the  Arabs,  the  camel  is  invaluable.  Its  milk 
constitutes  a  part  of  their  support ;  they  feed  on  its 
flesh  ;  they  clothe  themselves  with  its  hair,  which 
falls  off  every  spring  ;  of  the  urine,  sal  ammoniac 
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is  made  ;  and  the  dung  supplies  them  with  fire  for 
cuHnary  purposes.  Besides  which,  in  case  of  pur- 
suit from  the  enemy,  it  accelerates  their  flight,  be- 
ing sometimes  known  to  travel  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred miles  in  a  single  day.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
wonderful,  that  they  consider  it  an  inestunable  gift 
from  Heaven,  and  deem  it  almost  sacred. 

Whilst  Fellows  was  amongst  this  wandering 
tribe,  who,  as  the  descendants  of  Ishmael,  have 
literally  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of  Scripture,  that 
their  "  hand  should  be  against  every  man,  and 
every  man's  hand  against  them,"  he  had  an  op- 
portunity of  observing  the  method  the  Arabs  take, 
at  once  to  deceive  and  pacify  this  animal,  when  in 
a  state  of  anger. 

One  of  the  tribe  having,  by  an  act  of  oppression 
and  cruelty,  excited  the  rage  of  his  camel,  the  beast 
became  furious  ;  and  his  driver  would,  in  all  pro- 
babihty  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  his  vengeance, 
had  he  not  hastily  snatched  off  his  upper  garments, 
and  tlirown  them  in  the  place  near  which  he  knew 
it  would  pass ;  having  first  disposed  them  in  such 
a  manner,  as  to  appear  to  cover  a  man  sleeping 
there. 

The  camel  instantly  recognised  the  clothes, 
seized  them  in  his  teeth,  shook  them  with  \dolence, 
and  trampled  on  them  in  a  rage.  His  anger  then 
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being  appeased,  he  left  them  ;  and  the  owner  re- 
sumed them  without  fear,  loaded  him,  and  gmded 
him  as  before. 

Another  time,  the  calmness  of  one  of  these  no- 
ble creatui'es  being  exhausted  by  the  unpatience  of 
liis  rider,  he  stopped  short,  turned  round  his  long 
neck  to  l^ite  him,  and  uttered  cries  of  rage. 

In  this  situation,  the  man  dared  not  alight,  as 
he  would  infallibly  have  been  torn  to  pieces  ;  nei- 
ther did  he  venture  to  strike  the  beast,  as  that  would 
have  increased  his  fury.  His  only  resomxe  was 
to  sit  still,  and  for  a  considerable  time  attempt  to 
soothe  him,  by  patting  him  with  the  hand,  and 
by  using  every  httle  endearment  to  Avhich  the  ani- 
mal was  accustomed.  At  length,  to  his  great  joy, 
he  succeeded,  and  the  camel  resumed,  of  his  own 
accord,  his  pace  and  his  road. 

But  to  return  to  Fellows  and  his  companions. 
They  had  eaten  but  Uttle  since  they  had  been  ta- 
ken prisoners,  and  every  feeling  of  hunger,  for  a 
tune,  suljsided  into  sensations  of  disgust,  when 
they  saw  the  Arabs  take  some  barley-meal,  and 
dilute  it  with  sea-water,  which  they  had  mixed 
with  pitch,  and  kept  in  goats'  skins,  to  preserve  it 
from  putrefaction ;  and  then  kneading  together 
the  whole  A\^th  their  hands,  they  threw  it  into  a 
vessel,  in  wliich  they  placed  some  heated  stones, 
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and  from  which,  in  this  raw  state,  they  continu- 
ally took  and  ate  it. 

It  is  true  that  they  did  not  offer  any  of  this  de- 
licacy to  their  wretched  prisoners,  who  were  allow- 
ed to  fast  till  they  had  killed  a  goat ;  when,  after 
having  devoured  the  raw  fat,  they  roasted  the  re- 
mainder in  heated  sand,  ate  the  flesh,  knawed  the 
bones,  and  actually  scraped  them  with  their  nails, 
and  then  threw  the  fragments  to  theii*  captives, 
ironically  desiring  them  to  eat  quickly,  and  reload 
the  camels  directly. 

The  repast  finished,  they  resumed  their  route 
eastward.  In  the  vast  plain  that  they  now  cross- 
ed, not  a  plant,  not  a  bird,  nor  an  insect  was  to 
be  seen.  Even  the  wild  beasts  seemed  to  shun 
this  dreary  desert,  whilst  the  melancholy  stillness 
that  reigned  around,  was  only  broken  by  the  cries 
of  the  drivers  to  their  camels,  or  the  sighs  and  occa- 
sional groans  of  the  unhappy  captives. 

Round,  flat  stones,  white  as  snow,  reflecting  the 
intolerable  rays  of  the  sun,  and  occasioning  to  the 
feet,  that  continually  came  in  contact  with  them, 
the  sensation  of  being  pricked  by  sparks  of  fire, 
were  profusely  scattered  ampngst  the  almost 
scorching  sand  of  this  desolate  spot.  The  duQ, 
hollow  sound  of  the  earth,  and  the  red  vapour 
that  filled  the  atmosphere,  gave  an  idea  of  travel- 
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ling  in  a  country  filled  with  flaming  volcanoes  ; 
whilst,  if  ever  a  gentle  breeze  arose,  it  imparted 
a  sensation  of  inexpressible  languor,  chapped  the 
lips,  and  produced  upon  the  skin  small,  smarting 
pimples. 

After  quitting  this  dreary  region,  they  entered 
upon  another  plain,  where  the  sand,  which  was  of 
a  reddish  colour,  was  thrown  up  in  fiirrows  by  the 
wind ;  and  I  cannot  descril^e  the  pleasure  Fel- 
lows experienced,  as  he  gazed  upon  a  few  sweet- 
scented  plants,  which  grew  on  the  tops  of  these 
ridges,  but  which,  however,  were  speedily  de- 
voured by  the  camels.  They  next  entered  into  a 
valley  surrounded  by  mountains,  and,  by  the  in- 
creased speed  of  the  camels,  they  were  certain 
that  water  was  near;  yet  great  as  this  treasure 
was  generally  considered,  the  noxious  smell  that 
it  cast  around,  was  truly  disagreeable  to  the  cap- 
tives, though  the  sight  of  the  green  moss  that 
covered  it  was  refreshment  to  eyes  wearied  and 
weakened  by  gazing  so  long  upon  heated  sand. 

At  length,  however,  there  seemed  some  hope 
of  a  respite  to  the  sufferings  of  the  prisoners,  as 
they  drew  in  sight  of  the  tents  of  the  Labdesseba 
horde,  to  which  these  Arabs  belonged;  and  Fel- 
lows remarked  to  the  Frenchman,  the  almost  pas- 
toral appearance  that  the  scene  wore.     The  mi- 
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merous  flocks  scattered  down  the  sides  of  the  liills, 
and  the  tents  of  the  people  pitched  amongst  the 
thick,  hushy  trees,  gave  an  aii*  of  simple  happi- 
ness, that  di-ew  tears  into  the  eyes  of  the  captives. 
But  these  ideas  were  soon  mideceived,  as  they 
approached  nearer,  and  perceived  that  what  ap- 
peared at  a  distance  hke  beautiful  green  foliage, 
was  in  fact  notliing  but  old  gummy  stumps,  al- 
most devoid  of  branches,  and  so  smTomided  with 
thorns,  as  to  render  their  sliade  inaccessible. 

The  Arabs  were  received  vnih  loud  cries  of  joy, 
and  even  with  the  utmost  servihty,  by  the  women, 
who,  nevertheless,  not  only  pom-ed  doA\ai  upon 
the  Christians  every  opprobrious  epithet,  but  min- 
gled with  them  acts  of  unwarranted  cruelty.  The 
haixlships  they  were  now  doomed  to  midergOjCven 
exceeded  those  they  had  aheady  passed  through. 

The  milk  of  the  goats,  camels,  and  sheep,  be- 
ing diminished,  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the 
weather,  the  captives  were  obUged  to  subsist  on 
snails  and  ^xdld  herbs.  They  slept  behind  a  bush, 
out  of  doors;  and  when  the  rain  fell,  the  least 
pressure  making  the  water  spring  up,  theii*  con- 
dition was  deploral^le. 

The  heat  continuing  in  the  meanwhile  to  in- 
crease, and  being  succeeded  by  a  protracted 
drought,  even  the  native  Arabs  were  reduced  to 
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such  extremities,  as  to  be  obliged  to  kill  their  ca- 
mels and  goats,  to  obtain  the  water  in  their  sto- 
machs, which  was  of  a  greenish  colour,  and  very- 
disagreeable.  In  this  dreadful  juncture,  several 
of  the  little  party  perished  ;  and  it  was  resolved  by 
the  horde  to  whom  Fellows  belonged,  to  go  in 
search  of  new  habitations  ;  and  accordingly,  late 
in  the  foUomng  afternoon,  they  began  their  expe- 
ditions towards  Morocco. 

The  stillness,  like  the  silence  of  night,  that 
reigned  around ;  the  faint  remains  of  a  breeze, 
still  glowdng  with  the  fervour  of  the  meridian  sun, 
but  sinking  with  his  orb ;  the  immense  waste, 
covered  with  dark  grey  sand,  resembling  the 
ashes  of  a  furnace,  and  terminated  only  by  a  bare 
horizon  of  black  rocky  hills  ;  and  above,  the  vast 
canopy,  of  heaven,  across  whose  pale  atmosphere 
no  other  object  was  seen  but  the  reddish  disk  of 
the  sun  dipt  in  the  horizon,  were  cii'cumstances 
which  conspired  to  impress  melancholy  on  the 
mind  of  William,  and  his  companion  in  misfortune, 
tlie  Frenchman,  and  forcibly  reminded  them  of 
their  former  journey  through  another  district  of 
this  interminable  desert. 

The  very  flints  were  calcined,  and  looked  hke 
a  blacksmith's  charcoal. 

Proceeding  onwards,  their  attention  was  attract- 
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ed  to  a  heap  of  whitish  earth,  covered  with  trunks 
of  trees,  thrown  together  in  confusion,  with  their 
roots  torn  up.  The  captives  now  began  to  enter- 
tain some  hopes  that  they  were  about  to  enter  into 
a  more  verdant  neighbourhood ;  but  on  going 
closer  to  them,  it  was  discovered  that  their  bark 
was  entirely  peeled,  arid  their  branches,  brittle  as 
glass,  were  tAvisted  together  hke  cords  ;  whilst  the 
wood  was  yellowish,  like  the  wood  of  Ucorice,  and 
the  hearts  of  the  trees  filled  v;ith  a  powder  very 
hard  to  the  touch,  though  producing  neither  smell 
nor  taste. 

At  a  little  distance  from  them,  piled  above  each 
other,  they  could  plainly  discern  an  immense 
range  of  very  high  mountains,  from  whence  enor- 
mous blocks  seemed  to  have  detached  themselves, 
and  in  their  fall  to  have  been  shattered  to  pieces  ; 
whilst  these  large  masses,  over  which  the  other 
rocks  hung  suspended,  formed  immense  caverns, 
and  covered  the  valleys. 

Uncertain  as  was  the  unfortunate  Fellows, 
whether  he  should  ever  regain  his  freedom,  he  yet 
determined  to  avail  himself  of  every  opportunity 
of  information  that  these  arid  plains  presented ; 
and  his  attention  was  soon  attracted  by  the  dif- 
ferent appearance  that  two  fountains  presented, 
which  were  issuing  out  at  a  little  distance  from 
5 


50  FIRE-SIDE    STORIES. 

him.  One  di-ew  along  with  it  a  black,  slimy  mat- 
ter, of  a  sulphureous  smell  ;  whilst  the  other, 
which  was  only  separated  from  it  by  a  narrow 
isthmus  of  sand,  flowed  clearer  than  crystal.  On 
entering  into  a  valley,  which  appeared  at  first 
sight  to  be  surrounded  A\dth  mountains,  and  in 
which  detached  pieces  of  rock  were  helped  to- 
gether in  promiscuous  confusion,  he  Avas  agree- 
ably surprised  to  find  a  variety  of  scenery,  at  once 
unexpected,  and  dififerent  from  that  which  occur- 
red so  continually  in  the  dreary  route.  The 
ground  was  no  longer  parched  and  arid,  but,  as  if 
it  had  once  been  watered  by  gentle  rivulets,  it  be- 
came moist,  and  presented  a  variety  of  furrows, 
covered  with  beds  of  pebbles,  silvered  over  with 
a  nitrous  kind  of  ice ;  whilst  the  rocks  which  en- 
closed the  furrows,  being  similarly  enciiisted,  gave 
them  the  appearance  of  being  intersected  with 
cascades.  Leaves  also,  somewhat  like  those  of 
the  laurel,  sprouted  from  thick  reddish  roots  and 
branches,  and  creeping  along  the  different  crevices, 
relieved  and  refreshed  the  wearied  eye. 

Every  step,  as  they  advanced,  wore  a  different 
aspect.  Towering  above  each  other,  rose  pyra- 
mids of  great  stones,  white  as  alabaster ;  and  be- 
hind them  waved  lofty  date-trees,  whose  trunks 
were  warped  even  to  the  top,  intermingled  with  the 
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undivided,  unvaried  perennial  trunk  of  the  palm, 
crowned  on  its  head  with  its  ever^een  bunch  of 
leaves,  and,  in  some  instances,  rich  in  abundance 
of  large  fruit. 

In  other  directions,  the  roots  of  these  trees,  that 
hung  down  the  rocks,  were  glutinous,  their  bark 
breaking  off  at  the  shghtest  touch ;  whilst  the 
noble  stems  of  many  of  them,  extended  on  the 
sand,  stripped  of  their  bark,  crumbling  to  the  hand, 
and  presenting,  underneath  the  outer  coat,  fila- 
ments covered  with  a  saltish  powder,  clear  as 
crystal,  gave  proofs  that  the  extent  of  vegetation 
was  yet  confined  to  a  small  spot. 

But  the  attention  of  William  was  now  called 
away  to  some  exceedingly  high  mountains,  covered 
with  stones  of  every  variety  of  colour  :  rose,  \Tioletj 
citron,  and  gi'een,  were  mingled  together  in  profu- 
sion ;  and  many  a  sigh  escaped  his  bosom,  as  he 
remembered  how,  in  happier  days,  he  had  amused 
himself  in  watching  his  little  sister  Emma,  wan- 
dering along  the  sea-shore,  and  picking  up  pebbles 
of  fanciful  shape  or  imagined  beauty. 

Forests  now, at  a  distance,  rose  upon  their  view; 
and  as  they  drew  nearer  to  Morocco,  they  were  at 
once  surprised  and  interested,  in  seeing  the  trunks 
of  trees  descending  from  the  centre  of  the  rocks, 
and  apparently  hanging  down  like  fruits  ;  whilst 
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the  roebucks  spiling  one  after  the  other,  over  the 
precipitous  rocks,  or  across  the  large  branches  that 
waved  in  the  air. 

The  Arabs  informed  Fellows,  that  there  was 
but  one  tree  in  the  forest,  with  a  leaf  resembhng 
the  common  parsley,  that  was  ever  mjmed  by  the 
lightning. 

The  whole  party  now  turned  a  httle  out  of  the 
road,  to  visit  the  tribe  of  Arabs  called  Telkoen- 
nes,  who  inhabit  this  part  of  Arabia,  and  whose 
habitations,  hid  amongst  mountains  of  sand,  are 
alone  accessible  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  passes  of  the  desert.  The  enormous  serpents 
that  swarm  in  this  part,  render  the  situation,  inde- 
pendently of  its  other  pecuh^arities,  extremely  dis- 
agreeable. 

Here  they  remained  for  the  night.  The  camels 
were  placed  in  a  ciicle,  mth  theii'  heads  outwards ; 
their  furniture,  and  the  little  lading  they  had  with 
them,  Avas  next  arranged  in  exact  order  ;  and 
A\dthin  the  centre  lay  the  w4iole  party.  In  this 
manner,  indeed,  the  night  was  always  passed ; 
though  Fellows  and  the  Frenchman  frequently 
had  their  sleep  interrupted  by  the  sporting  of  num- 
bers of  spotted  hzards  over  them,  which,  though 
perfectly  hannless,  were,  to  say  the  least,  very 
troublesome. 
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I  have  forgotten  to  mention  the  dews,  which 
generally  fall  during  the  night  season,  and  which, 
early  in  the  morning,  seem  to  precede  the  travel- 
ler at  a  certain  distance.  Through  this  medium, 
objects  are  so  exceedingly  magnified,  that  the  cap- 
tives once  mistook  some  shi'ubs  for  forest  trees ; 
and  om*  whole  party  were  so  far  deceived  by  a 
group  of  ostriches,  as  to  imagine  them  a  drove  of 
camels,  and  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of  defence. 

At  last  they  reached  Guadnum,the  resort  of  the 
most  daring  of  the  Arabian  tribes,  and  where  the 
'inhabitants  of  the  desert  come  to  exchange  camels, 
peltry,  and  gum,  for  v/oollen  stuffs,  (half  white  and 
half  crimson,)  combs,  mirrors,  tobacco,  gunpowder, 
wheat,  <fec.  This  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  Jews. 
As  for  the  inhabitants,  they  Hve  in  a  state  of  mu- 
tual distrust,  having  theu'  houses  and  persons 
guarded  by  large  dogs.  Here  Fellows  and  the 
Frenchman  were  sold  to  a  cliief  of  the  Ouadelim 
tribe,  and  agam  they  returned  with  them  into  the 
desert. 

The  life  of  these  people,  they  found,  was  very 
predatory ;  and  they  changed  their  habitations 
whenever  pasture  and  water  was  becoming  scarce. 
Tall,  stout,  and  vigorous,  their  bristled  hair,  their 
ong  nails,  which  they  often  make  use  of  m  corn- 
s' 
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bats,  and  which  resemble  claws,  together  with 
their  hanging  ears,  and  unshaved  beards,  gave 
them  an  appearance  of  disgusting  ferocity ;  and 
tlie  two  European  captives  could  not  help  smiling 
at  the  various  ideas  of  beauty,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  every  different  nation,  when  they  saw  a 
celebrated  Ambian  hellc  issue  from  the  tents. 

She  had  long,  projecting  teeth,  hmbs  of  the 
longest  size,  and  a  body  extremely  thick.  She  was 
accompanied  by  another  female,  half  of  whose 
face  was  daubed  with  a  black  preparation,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  given  birth  to  a  daughter. 
Had  it  been  her  happiness  to  have  presented  to  the 
tribe  a  son,  the  w  hole  face  would  have  been  thus 
disfigured.  Her  joy  for  a  giii  is  celebrated  in  this 
way  for  twenty  days,  whilst  that  for  a  boy  is  ex- 
tended to  double  the  time. 

Fellows  was  struck  with  the  extreme  ignorance 
of  this  people,  accompanied  with  their  most  posi- 
tive behef  that  they  were  superior  to  any  other 
nation  in  the  world.  They  called  the  stars  "  the 
children  of  the  moon,"  and  believed  that  the  sun 
rose  only  for  them.  They  lodged  together  in  fa- 
milies, in  tents  covered  wdth  a  thick  cloth  of  ca- 
mel's hair,  which  the  women  spun  and  wove,  upon 
a  loom  so  small,  that  they  worked  sitting  on  the 
ground. 
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Their  furniture  was  as  poor  as  their  habitations. 
It  generally  consisted  of  two  large  leather  sacks, 
containing  old  pieces  of  iron  and  old  clothes  ;  an 
osier  matting,  which  served  for  a  bed  ;  two  large 
stones  for  grinding  barley,  a  smaller  one  for  driv- 
ing the  pins  of  their  tents,  a  few  goats'  skins  to 
hold  milk  and  water,  some  wooden  dishes,  and  the 
pack-saddles  for  theii  camels. 

As  the  horde  remained  for  some  time  in  this 
part,  they  thought  it  necessary  to  cultivate  the 
spots  which  the  rain  had  moistened  ;  and  for  this 
pmpose,  they  carelessly  sprinkled  some  seed  over 
them.  A  plentiful  crop  Avas  quickly  produced ;  but 
as  they  were  in  a  hurry  to  depart,  they  did  not  suf- 
fer it  to  attain  to  maturity,  but  cut  it  down,  and 
roasted  it  over  hot  cinders. 

About  this  period,  intelligence  reached  the  tribes 
that  a  caravan,  richly  loaded,  was  about  to  pass  at 
some  little  distance  from  us,  and  the  whole  party 
iimnediately  put  themselves  in  motion.  They 
continued  to  wander  about  for  some  time  to  little 
purpose,  and  began  to  apprehend  that  the  intelli- 
gence was  false.  The  chief,  therefore,  to  whom 
the  Europeans  belonged,  proposed  to  jouiney 
towards  Morocco,  in  the  hopes  that  some  other 
prize  might  be  obtained,  even  if  disappointed  in 
this.     The  plan  was  agreed  upon,  and  a  succes- 
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sion  of  the  same  incidents  took  place  that  I  have 
akeacly  described. 

After  a  time,  they  fell  in  by  accident  with  a 
troop  of  Mongeart  Arabians,  a  tribe  that  inhabit 
that  extent  of  coast  which  reaches  from  Cape 
Bojador  to  Cape  Blanco.  As  some  jealousy  had 
subsisted  for  a  long  while,  between  the  chief  to 
whom  they  belonged  and  the  opposite  party,  a 
battle  instantly  ensued;  and  during  the  combat, 
which  Avas  extremely  fierce.  Fellows  and  the 
Frenchman,  who  were  guarding  the  tents,  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  the  whole  of  their  former 
tyrants  routed. 

Each  party,  after  the  battle  was  ended,  made 
graves  for  the  slain;  and  the  chief  of  the  Ouadehm 
horde  having  fallen,  his  age  was  denoted  by  the 
space  of  ground  that  the  grave  occupied. 

As  the  Mongearts  were  returning  to  their  own 
country,  and  as  they  were  still  tracking  the  desert, 
there  occurred  but  little  that  Avas  new  to  Fellows 
or  Le  Simeon,  except  that  they  encountered  a 
more  continual  succession  of  sand-showers  than 
they  had  before  experienced.  The  mnd  being 
rather  high,  the  flying  particles,  drifted  with  the 
gale,  rose  at  times  into  high  mountains,  and  again 
disappeared  as  the  breeze  shifted.  In  this  situa- 
tion, whenever  it  reached  their  tents,  the  Aiabs 
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loaded  their  camels,  turned  their  backs  to  the  gale, 
and  hasted  away,  as  the  only  precaution  which 
could  be  taken  against  being  buried  alive. 

Their  food,  for  the  first  few  days,  was  extremely 
disgusting;  consisting  only  of  milk  mixed  with 
camels'  urine,  and  a  httle  barley  meal  mixed  with 
brackish  water,  when  it  could  be  procured. 

From  the  rapidity  with  which  the  party  travel- 
led, the  feet  of  Fellows  and  the  Frenchman  were 
again  dreadfully  excoriated ;  which  the  Arabs  per- 
ceiving, they  scraped  the  soles  with  their  daggers, 
and  then  plastered  them  over  with  tar  and  sand, 
which  enabled  them  to  walk  without  any  farther 
dijSiculty. 

The  humanity  of  these  people  far  exceeded  that 
of  the  other  tribe.  Having  passed  some  fertile 
spots,  on  which  grew  a  large  quantity  of  truffles, 
they  generously  abstained  from  eating  them  them- 
selves, and  gave  them  to  their  prisoners. 

Arrived  at  the  horde,  the  principal  employment 
of  the  captives  v/as  makmg  butter,  by  shaking  the 
milk  in  a  goat's  skin,  and  in  collecting  dry  bushes 
for  fuel.  Whilst  amongst  the  Mongearts,  Fellows 
and  the  Frenchman  were  often  amused  with 
the  novel  customs  they  witnessed.  For  instance, 
when  they  visited  each  other,  as  they  often  did, 
the  honoiu:  consisted  in  permitting  the  female 
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guest  to  perform  all  the  work  of  the  tent.  She 
therefore  assumed  the  management  of  every  thing; 
dressed  the  victuals,  churned  the  butter,  and  kept 
herself  employed,  while  her  friend  amused  her 
with  an  account  of  the  affaii's  of  the  family  or 
tribe.  The  heartiness  of  the  welcome  being  mea- 
sured by  the  extent  of  the  work  submitted  to  the 
guest,  she  generally  prepared  double  the  quantity 
of  food  necessary ;  so  that  the  host  was  obhged  to 
invite  his  neighbours  to  partake  of  the  repast,  at 
which  the  visitor  presided;  nor  would  she  allow 
any  body  about  her  to  remain  dissatisfied. 

The  Mongeaits,  indeed,  seem  to  invert  both  the 
laws  of  nature  and  custom.  The  practice  of  beat- 
ing a  wife,  to  prove  the  husband's  affection,  is 
universally  followed :  and  the  lady  considers  her- 
self despised,  where  reproaches  only  are  lavished 
npon  her.  Hence  it  often  happens  that  women 
are  dreadfully  beaten  upon  the  slightest  occasion  ; 
and  yet  they  profess  to  prefer  it  to  those  complaints 
the  husband  would  lay  before  their  parents.  They 
always  waited  upon  the  men  at  meals,  and  were 
never  permitted  to  take  any  thing  till  the  whole 
family,  including  the  slaves,  were  served. 

One  thing  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  in  favour 
of  this  singular  tribe.  They  were  uniformly  hu- 
mane to  poor  William  and  his  friend;  and  the 
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women  especially  took  the  greatest  care  to  assist 
them  in  mountmg  the  camels. 

The  rites  of  hospitality  amongst  this  tril^e  were 
universally  practised.  If  a  stranger  appeared  be- 
fore the  tent,  the  first  person  who  perceived  him, 
pointed  out  the  tent  to  which  he  was  to  go ;  and 
if  the  master  was  not  at  home,  the  slave  or  mis- 
tress advanced  to  meet  him  at  least  twenty  paces 
distant,  and  presented  him  A^dtli  a  draught  of 
■water  or  milk  for  his  refreshment.  His  camels 
were  then  unloaded,  his  effects  ranged  round  him; 
a  mat,  of  which  the  ow^ner  often  deprived  himself, 
was  given  him,  with  whatever  else  they  could 
offer  him,  or  seemed  necessary  to  him.  His  arms 
were  taken  from  him,  for  two  reasons,  my  master 
apprehended :  first,  that  they  might  not  be  injm-ed 
by  the  dews ;  and  secondly,  that  they  might  be  oi^it 
of  the  reach  of  the  stranger. 

Even  an  enemy  can  claim  the  rites  of  hospi- 
tality:  and  if  he  once  reach  the  inside  of  the  tent, 
and  demand  it,  no  previous  provocation  can  shut 
him  out  from  its  privileges.  But  as  the  chief's 
tent  is  usually  selected,  and  as  he  is  by  no  means 
richer  than  the  rest  of  the  horde,  he  could  not  sup- 
port the  expense,  were  it  not  for  the  contributions 
that  are  made  to  liim  by  the  rest  of  his  tribe. 

Theii-  reUgion  is  Mohammedan;  and  if  a  priest 
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happened  to  be  present,  which  was  often  the  cas^, 
as  they  travel  about  to  instruct  the  children,  then, 
at  the  appointed  time,  all  the  Arabs  assembled  at 
the  hour  of  prayer,  placed  themselves  in  a  line, 
and  turned  to  the  east,  and  if  water  was  wanting, 
which  was  frequently  the  case  in  the  desert,  they 
rubbed  their  face  and  arms  with  sand,  whilst  the 
priest  recited  the  general  prayer. 

The  education  of  the  children  was  conducted 
on  simple  principles.  A  few  Arabic  characters 
traced  on  a  board,  inscribed  also  with  a  few  max- 
uns  from  the  Koran,  formed  the  ground  of  their 
learning.  There  is  no  force  used  to  make  them 
learn ;  and  it  may  perhaps  serve  as  an  incitement 
to  the  cMdren  of  this  highly  favoured  land,  to 
hear,  that  the  little  Mongeart  boys  meet  of  their 
own  accord  at  a  place  of  instruction,  which  is  to 
them  a  place  of  recreation.  There  they  assist  in 
teaching  each  other ;  and  those  lads  who  are  es- 
teemed the  cleverest,  are  made  priests,  treated 
with  great  respect  by  their  countrymen,  and  have 
no  need  of  cattle ;  since  subsistence  is  offered  them 
every  where,  and  by  all  the  tribe. 

Before  I  finish  the  account  of  the  Arabs  of  the 
desert,  I  must  say  generally  of  them  all,  that  the 
prisoners  were  often  struck  with  their  sobriety, 
and  that  the  vice  of  drunkenness  is  almost  un- 
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known  amongst  them.  They  are  also  affection- 
ately attached  to  their  children  ;  and  to  behold 
this  fierce  and  independent  people  amusing  them- 
selves \nth  throwing  reeds  in  imitation  of  their 
hardy  exercises,  and  to  witness  the  natural  effu- 
sions of  tlieii-  parental  love,  was  often  extremely 
affecting^  to  Fellows  and  Le  Simeon.  In  this  situ- 
ation  they  were  comparatively  happy,  and  began 
to  make  some  efforts  to  obtain  their  release, 
through  the  medium  of  some  travelhng  Moors,  to 
whom  they  made  their  situation  known  ;  when 
they  found  that  they  were  purchased  by  them  for 
two  barrels  of  meal,  and  two  iron  bars  of  about 
nine  feet  each,  and  Avere  shortly  after  conveyed 
into  the  territory  of  the  Monselemines. 

This  part  of  BUedulgerid,  Avhich  borders  on 
Morocco,  is  inhabited  by  a  people  who  differ,  both 
in  their  religion  and  customs,  from  the  Moors  of 
Barbary,  and  the  Mongearts  of  the  desert.  They 
are,  indeed,  descended  from  the  ancient  Arabs, 
intermingled  wdth  fugitive  Moors,  from  Morocco; 
and  their  country,  which,  though  possessed  of  dif- 
ferent (qualities,  is  for  the  most  part  fertile,  stretch- 
es at  the  distance  of  several  leagues,  beyond  Cape 
Non,  to  nearly  a  similar  distance  from  St.  Croix, 
or  Agadeer. 

I  cannot  describe  the  joy  of  poor  WiUiam  and 
6  " 
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his  friend,  when  they  again  found  themselves  in 
plains  watered  by  a  varietyof  streams,  and  abound- 
ing with  dates,  figs,  almonds,  and  palm-trees. 

Nor  was  their  pleasure  diminished  in  finding 
themselves  almost  immediately  purchased  again 
by  an  Arab  of  this  territory,  who  at  first  employed 
them  in  drying  the  excellent  grapes  produced  by 
the  gardens,  Avhich  were  afterwards  converted 
into  brandy  by  the  Jews.  Their  next  occupation 
was  that  of  tilling  the  gi'ound;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose they  accompanied  the  chief  of  the  family  to 
which  they  belonged,  to  the  spot  wbich  he  deem- 
ed most  fit  for  cultivation.  Here  a  kind  of  paddle 
was  put  into  their  hands,  with  which  the  surface 
was  lightly  turned  up  ;  and  round  which,  when 
they  had  sprinkled  the  seed  in  the  earth,  they 
planted  bushes,  to  preserve  it  from  the  depredations 
of  the  cattle  of  the  wild  Arabs,  and  also  to  mark 
the  place. 

Three  months  after  this  operation,  the  crop  be- 
ing ripe,  it  was  cut  about  six  inches  from  the  ear, 
and  formed  into  little  bundles.  During  this  period, 
they  laboured  from  morning  till  night  in  bringing 
the  corn  before  the  tent,  threshing,  winnowing, 
and  placing  it  in  magazines. 

Now,  as  I  take  it  for  gi'anted  that  every  child 
who  reads  these  adventures,  desii'es  to  be  inform- 
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ed  of  the  methods  pursued  by  the  nation  that  I 
have  been  describing,  I  shall  enter  into  an  account 
of  these  last-named  magazines. 

These  storehouses  are  not,  like  the  English 
barns,  built  erect  of  wood;  but  they  are  formed  by 
making  large  holes  in  the  earth,  shaped  like  the 
frustmm  of  a  cone.  The  inside  of  these  holes  is 
hardened  by  burning  wood  in  them,  before  the 
half-A\^nnowed  corn  is  deposited  there.  When 
the  whole  of  the  corn  is  placed  in  the  magazines, 
they  are  covered  with  planks  placed  close  to  each 
other  ;  over  which  is  placed  a  layer  of  earth,  laid 
level  with  the  soil,  to  prevent  its  being  discovered 
by  an  enemy.  Every  one  shares  in  the  produce 
of  this  depot,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  work- 
men that  he  employed  in  the  field.  When  they 
have  finished  the  harvest,  they  set  fire  to  the  long 
stubble;  and  WiUiam  heard  that  it  was  to  be 
abandoned  for  two  or  three  years. 

As  soon  as  the  seed-time  was  over,  the  chief  left 
the  plains,  and  taking  Fellows  and  the  French- 
man to  watch  over  the  cattle,  they  wandered  about 
in  every  direction,  only  having  recourse  to  the  ma- 
gazine when  they  could  not  obtain  resources  else- 
where. Occasionally,  the  chief  would  take  his 
captive  into  the  towns,  which  were  generally  oc- 
cupied by  artizans  and  people  of  opulence.     They 
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were  always  situated  on  the  declivity  of  hills.  The 
houses  were  of  stone  ;  and  they  were  built  after 
the  Moorish  fashion,  low,  and  covered  with  sloping 
terraces ;  but  one  of  the  inhabitants  toldLe  Simeon, 
who  always  contrived  to  make  himself  under- 
stood, that  the  heavy  rains,  which  prevail  for  three 
months  of  the  year,  injure  them  so  much,  as  mostly 
to  render  them  unfit  to  live  in,  at  the  end  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  years. 

Although  the  family  of  the  chief,  and  indeed  aU 
those  who  reside  in  the  country,  eat  only  in  the 
evening,  the  dwellers  in  the  towns  took  their  meals 
twice  in  the  da}^ ;  namely,  at  ten  in  the  morning, 
and  at  sun-set.  They  also  slept  upon  mats,  upon 
the  floors  of  their  apartments,  and  made  use  of 
linen;  but  these  luxuries  were  unknown  in  the 
country,  where  they  slept  upon  terraces  in  the 
open  ail*. 

In  these  families,  the  hospitahty  that  the  Arabs 
(even  including  the  fierce  tribes  of  the  desert)  are 
celebrated  for,  was  exercised  in  all  its  extent;  and 
many  a  traveller  partook  of  the  simple  entertain- 
ment, without  the  slightest  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  chief  for  a  recompense. 

Among  this  people,  they  saw  the  beautiful  Ara- 
bian steeds  so  much  celebrated.  They  are  treated 
mth  the  greatest  care,   and  so  well  trained,  that 
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they  not  only  know  their  masters,  but  are  obedient 
to  their  voice,  and  will  not  permit  a  stranger  to 
mount  them. 

Peace  being  at  this  time  established  between 
the  Monselemines  and  the  emperor  of  Morocco, 
Le  Simeon  contrived  to  forward  a  letter  to  some 
French  merchants  resident  at  Mogadore,  who, 
touched  at  the  distressing  account  they  received, 
of  the  sufferings  of  himself  and  Fellows,  employ- 
ed an  agent  to  purchase  them,  if  possible,  from 
the  chief 

The  Arabs  consented,  and  to  the  unspeakable 
relief  of  tlie  wretched  captives,  they  were  shortly 
afterward  conducted  to  Morocco;  when  they  ob- 
tained from  the  emperor  permission  to  sail  to 
France,  by  the  way  of  Tangiers,  which  they  ac- 
cordingly embraced  with  jo}',  and  arrived  there 
safely,  after  an  absence  of  three  years. 


6* 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Felloavs  remained  bat  a  few  da}' s  in  France. 
He  was  eager  again  to  embrace  his  family ;  and 
accordingly  he  left  Calais  for  Dover  by  the  first 
vessel.  The  pleasure  of  embracing  those  so  near 
and  dear  to  him,  a\%s  shaded  by  the  recollection 
of  the  causes  that  occasioned  him  to  become  a 
wanderer  on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  whilst  in  the 
wan  cheek,  and  sun-burnt  and  furrowed  brow  of 
the  traveller,  they  could  scarcely  recognise  the  re- 
gular features  and  fine  complexion  of  the  once 
handsome  Fellows.  Their  joy,  however,  at  re- 
ceiving him  again,  was  unfeigned ;  and  in  his 
idate  manner,  and  exact  observance  of  truth, 
together  with  his  bitter  repentance  for  his  past 
errors,  they  traced  the  dawn  of  that  happier  day 
which  was  about  to  shine  upon  him. 

The  father  of  Fellows  had  long  since  discharged 
the  debt  due  to  the  merchant ;  and  his  fears  on 
that  subject  having  subsided,  it  was  agreed  that 
he  should  henceforth  reside  at  home,  and  take 
his  place  in  the  counting-house. 

I  was  present  when  he  called  on  Mackenzie, 
and  I  invited  them  both  to  spend  a  day  with  me 
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at  my  lodgings.  From  Fellows,  I  at  that  and  at 
different  periods  obtained  the  relation  of  his  ad- 
ventures in  the  desert ;  and  I  am  convinced  that 
you  may  rely  on  its  truth,  for  many  and  serious 
proofs  have  subsequent  years  given  of  his  veracity. 

In  the  last  of  these  social  evenings  that  our  trio 
spent  together,  I  heard  with  regret,  that,  for  a  sea- 
son at  least,  I  was  to  be  deprived  of  Edwards' 
society,  it  being  his  intention  the  next  week,  to 
leave  England  for  Bombay,  and  sail  from  thence 
up  the  Persian  Gulf;  partly  on  account  of  mer- 
cantile speculation,  and  paitly  from  a  desire  for 
increased  information  respecting  some  parts  of  the 
country.  We  took  an  affectionate  farewell ;  and 
from  the  regular  correspondence  which  Edward 
from  that  time  entertained  me  with,  I  am  able  to 
compile  the  following  particulars. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  Edward's  voyage 
to  Bombay,  it^was  attended  with  but  little  novel- 
ty, and  no  dangers,  and  would  therefore  not  be 
worth  while  to  occupy  my  time  about  it ;  and 
even  in  quitting  Bombay,  I  shall  only  tell  you  that 
Edward  embarked  on  board  of  what  is  termed  an 
Arab  ship,  being  under  the  command  of  a  Euro- 
pean, but  belonging  to  an  Ar:ib  merchant :  and  I 
shall  pass  over  all  the  little  places  he  touched  at, 
nor  stop  to  describe  any  one,  till  he  reached  Mas- 
kat,  situated  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Arabia  Felix. 
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As  I  have  already  given  my  young  readers  such 
an  ample  account  of  that  part  of  Arabia  which 
contains  tire  Great  Desert  it  is  but  right  that  I 
should  also  afford  ihem  a  short  description  of  Ara- 
bia FeUx,  or,  as  it  is  often  termed,  the  Happy. 

Though  less  rocky  and  sandy  than  either  of  the 
other  divisions  of  this  country,  it  is  yet  sufficient- 
ly barren  in  most  parts.  Some  valleys,  however, 
between  the  mountains,  and  a  few  of  the  plains, 
which  are  so  situated  as  to  be  well  supplied  with 
water,  are  pleasant  and  fruitful ;  and  here  corn, 
pulse,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  flowers,  are  produced 
in  great  abundance,  excellence,  and  beauty,  and 
reward  the  toil  of  the  industrious  husbandman, 
who  is  obliged  either  to  bring  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  w^ater  in  skins  from  distant  springs  ;  or,  if  he 
is  happy  enough  to  possess  a  deep  well  on  his  own 
domain,  distributes  the  supply  with  an  even  and 
cautious  hand,  in  little  channels,  which  are  con- 
ducted through  gardens  and  fields  in  such  a  way, 
as  to  dispose  of  every  drop  to  advantage,  in  the 
refreshment  of  the  parched  earth  and  its  di'ooping 
productions. 

Besides  the  fruits  common  in  the  east,  such  as 
peaches,  apricots,  dates,  and  grapes,  lemons  and 
oranges  arrive  at  great  perfection  ;  and  this  coun- 
try also  supplies  Europe  with  a  great  variety  of 
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drugs,  such  as  myrrli,  frankincense,  balms,  man- 
na, aloes,  and  gum  olibanum.  But  the  most  valu- 
able production  of  Aral^ia  is  coffee,  Avhich  grows  in 
great  abundance  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  in  the  skirts  of  the  plains,  and  produces 
that  sort  of  berry,  which  is  usually  imported  into 
Europe  under  the  denomination  of  Turkey  coffee. 
The  shrub  which  bears  the  berry,  so  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  Turks  and  other  Asiatics,  seldom 
rises  above  the  height  of  ten  feet^  and  does  not 
often  exceed  seven  or  eight.  Both  the  small 
branches  and  the  leaves  are  placed  in  pairs  oppo- 
site to  each  other  :  the  latter,  which  are  nearly  four 
inches  long,  and  two  wide  in  the  broadest  part, 
generally  grow  at  considerable  distances  from  each 
other,  sometimes  an  in  h  and  a  half  or  two  inches. 
They  are  pointed,  and,  in  figure  and  consistence, 
somewhat  resemble  tlie  leaves  of  the  bay-tree ; 
being  perfectly  smooth  on  the  surface,  though 
without  being  indented  at  the  edges.  The  fruit 
depends  from  the  branches  by  footstalks,  and  se- 
veral bunches  frequently  hang  close  together. 
The  bark  of  the  tree  is  smooth,  and  of  a  greyish 
colour,  and  the  wood  white  and  solid.  The  cof- 
fee-shrub requires  a  constant  supply  of  water,  and 
does  not  continue  in  vigour  above  tliree  or  four 
years. 
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The  natives  dry  the  berries  in  the  sun  befbro 
they  can  get  off  the  husk,  which  is  afterwards  se-' 
parated  by  small  mills  ;  and  even  of  this  husk  the 
Arabs  make  a  small  coffee,  which  they  prefer,  in 
the  hot  season,  to  the  hquor  made  by  the  berry 
itself. 

I  have  spoken  in  other  places  of  the  date,  which 
is  one  of  the  articles  of  commerce  in  this  country. 
The  tree  on  which  this  fruit  is  produced,  is  very 
tall,  but  slender,  having,  hke  other  palms,  no 
branches  but  at  the  top  :  the  fruit  growls  in  clus- 
ters of  thirty  or  forty  pounds'  weight.  The  pulp 
in  which  the  stone  is  contained,  is  a  clammy  sub- 
stance, remarkably  sweet,  and,  when  ripe,  being 
laid  in  heaps,  they  become  candied,  or  preserved, 
without  any  other  sugar.  The  tree  does  not  bear 
till  it  is  fifteen  years  old,  and  it  is  then  said  to  con- 
tinue fruitful  till  it  is  upwards  of  a  hundred. 

In  this  place,  (Maskat,)  my  young  friend  was 
amused  and  astonished  to  find  inhabitants  of  so 
many  different  nations.  Here  was  to  be  seen,  in 
the  crowded  bazaar,  the  Turk,  in  his  doliman  or 
vest  reaching  down  to  his  heels,  of  silk,  satin,  or 
stuff,  according  to  the  quality  and  circumstances  of 
the  wearer ;  close-bodied,  hke  a  cassock,  and  tied 
round  the  waist  with  a  sash,  in  which  w^as  stuck 
one  or  two  daggers,  with  their  hilts  and  scabbards, 
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ornamented  with  silver  and  gold,  or  shining  with 
precious  stones,  where  the  owner  was  a  man  of  dis- 
tinction. Tlie  purse,  or  loose  money,  and  the 
boxes  containg  the  tobacco,  of  which  they  make 
frequent  use,  were  also  to  be  seen  in  this  sash. 
Nor  was  this  lich  dress  completed  without  a  loose 
gown  or  coat,  stockings  of  woollen  cloth,  with  the 
feet  of  red  or  yellow  leather,  and  shoes  of  the  same 
material ;  with  a  crmison  velvet  cap,  round  which 
was  wound  many  yards  of  silk  or  musUn,  in  the 
form  of  a  turban ;  whilst  they  usually  carried  in 
theii'  mouths  the  pipe  of  rose  or  cherry-wood  stems, 
which  the  more  affluent  decorated  with  silver. 

In  another  part  of  the  same  bazaar,  Macken- 
zie's attention  was  attracted  by  the  Hindoos,  in 
loose,  flowing  garments  of  silk  and  muslin,  con- 
fined round  the  waist  so  as  to  discover  the  shape  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  falling  in  plaits 
or  folds  to  the  ancles ;  with  sharp-pointed  shoes, 
having  their  toes  turned  up  ;  and  their  hair  gath- 
ered into  a  roll,  and  confined  beneath  a  small 
turban. 

Here,  too,  the  African,  with  his  jetty  skin,  and 
his  ornaments  of  copper  and  of  brass,  was  seen 
mingling  with  that  race,  of  whom,  in  the  unerring 
words  of  scripture,  it  was  predicted,  that  they 
should  become  a  "  by- word  and  a  reproach  to  all 
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nations."  The  sons  of  Israel,  indeed,  are  too  well 
known  any  where  to  need  my  delineation  ;  and  I 
shall  only  say,  that  the  keen,  mercantile  glance  of 
this  calculating  race,  contrasted  finely  with  the 
wild,  uncontrolled  look  of  the  Bedouin  Arabs,  ^vith 
their  blue  cotton  shirts,  belted  round  their  waists 
with  a  white  sash,  and  their  upper  garment  or 
vest  of  sheep  skin,  dressed  with  wool ;  whilst 
round  their  heads  was  wound  loosely  a  striped 
handkerchief  surrounded  by  lashes  of  whip-cord. 
Ai'abs  of  different  tribes  were  there :  some  with 
their  black,  luxuriant  hair  unconfined,  others  na- 
ked to  the  waist,  and  all  furnished  with  weapons 
of  different  shapes  and  uses. 

There  is  a  slave-market  here  ;  and  Edward  was 
deeply  pained  in  seeing  the  indelicate  and  unfeel- 
ing manner  in  which  these  unhappy  victims  of 
ayarice  and  tyranny  were  publicly  exhibited. 

Leaving  Maskat,  he  sailed  by  Ormus,  once  a 
celebrated  city  of  considerable  opulence,  but  now 
a  mouldering  and  wretched  village.  Tlie  habi- 
tations, indeed,  of  the  Persians  in  this  place,  are 
truly  mean  and  despicable,  many  of  them  being 
no  better  than  huts,  composed  of  the  branches  of 
trees,  thatched  with  leaves. 

Mackenzie  next  arrived  at  Busheer  one  of  the 
principal  ports  of  Persia,  and  where  much  of  the 
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merchandise   of  the    surrounding    countries    is 
brought  to  be  exported.     Here,  therefore,  silks, 
rich   carpets,   fruits  of  various   kinds   preserved, 
rose-water  of  the  finest  scent,  wine  from  Shiraz, 
wool,  horses,  and  mules,  were  found  in  abundance ; 
and  the  place  exhibited  that  busy  air  which  marks 
invariably  a  mercantile  scene.     As  Edward  had 
here  business  that  required  his  attention  he  remain- 
ed in  this  place  for  some  weeks,  and  hence  had 
an  opportunity  of  observing  a  little  of  the  man- 
ners and  customs.     Calling  one  day  at  the  house 
of  a  khan,  or  governor  of  a   province,    Edward 
was  invited  to  smoke  the  calean,  which  is  a  me- 
thod of  passing  the  smoke  in  silver  tubes,  through 
a  vessel  of  water,  before  it  reaches  the  mouth, 
which  renders  the  tobacco  mild  and  cool,  and  is 
attended  with  a  less  disagreeable  smell  than  the 
common  method.     Coffee  in  china  cups,  placed 
in  silver  ones,  was  then  handed  round.     It  was 
taken  without  milk  or  sugar,  and  was  followed  by 
acid  conserves  and  rose-water  syrup,  till  the  calean 
was  again  resumed.     Soup  or  broth  was  generally 
served  up  at  the  first  course,  and  the  meal  finished 
with  a  pilau,   which   is   composed    of    mutton 
or  fowls,  stewed  with  rice,  and  a  strong  gra\7- : 
with  the  pilau  a  dish  of  sweet  jelly  comes  to  the 
table,  which  is  sometimes  eaten  with  it ;  and  last- 
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ly,  each  person  takes  a  single  spoonful  of  a  thin 
kind  of  syrnp,  in  which  are  slices  of  various  dried 
fruits. 

Edward  now  finding  he  could  not  finish  the 
business  which  first  brought  him  here,  and  that  he 
was  obliged  to  wait  for  letters  from  England,  re- 
solved to  embrace  the  present  opportunity,  and 
accordingly  set  sail  again  for  Bassora.  In  his 
passage  he  passed  by  the  island  of  Bahreen,  fa- 
mous for  its  pearl  fishery.  The  method  of  pro- 
curing these  oriental  ornaments,  is  by  i^eansof 
weights  fastened  to  the  feet  of  fishers,  so  'as  to  be 
easily  quitted  when  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  re- 
gain the  surface.  Baskets  are  also  sunk  in  the 
same  manner  by  weights,  which  the  divers  throw 
out,  and  proceed  to  fill  the  basket  with  oysters  as 
long  as  they  can  remain  under  w^ater.  When 
they  find  theii-  situation  begins  to  be  disagreeable, 
they  make  signals,  and  are  assisted  by  those  above 
to  rise,  where  they  take  refreshments,  whilst 
other  fishers  go  to  the  bottom,  and  help  to  com- 
plete the  cargo.  When  the  baskets  are  loaded, 
by  the  alternate  efforts  of  the  several  sets  of  divers, 
they  are  drawn  up,  and  the  shells  opened.  Of 
the  pearls  they  are  found  to  contain,  those  above 
ten  grains  are  claimed  for  the  sovereign,  and  those 
under  that  weight  are  the  property  of  the  adven- 
turers. 
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My  friend  fovind  Bassora  to  be  a  city  of  conside- 
rable extent,  the  walls  being  twelve  miles  in  cir- 
cumference :  however,  the  whole  enclosure  is  not 
occupied  by  buildings,  there  being  many  gardens 
and  groves  of  date-trees  within  the  walls.  It  is 
populous  and  flourishing,  yet  the  houses  are  low, 
and  the  public  buildings  by  no  means  magnificent. 
The  eastern- part  of  Bassora  hes  by  the  river,  from 
whence  a  canal  is  cut,  which  extends  quite  through 
the  city,  and  di\dde3  it  into  two  parts  ;  a  bridge  of 
boats  over  the  canal  forming  the  only  communica- 
tion between  them.  Vessels  of  great  burden  come 
up  to  the  end  of  the  canal,  and  smaller  ones  load 
and  unload  in  the  canal  itself 

There  is  a  strong  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Euphrates,  from  which  Bassora  is  about  forty-five 
miles  distant.  The  East  India  Company  has  a 
factory  here,  and  merchants  of  several  countries 
are  to  be  found  in  this  place,  uniting  in  a  commerce 
which  extends  itself  over  the  eastern  world.  It 
has  also  a  college  for  youth ;  and  it  is  the  resi- 
dence not  only  of  a  bashaw,  who  has  a  thousand 
janissaries  under  his  his  command,  but  also  of  an 
Arabian  prince,  who  draws  his  revenues  from  ex- 
tensive plantations  of  palm-trees,  and  from  a  traffic 
in  camels  and  horses,  the  latter  of  which  are  so 
highly  esteemed,  as  to  obtain  very  considerable 
prices. 
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Mackenzie  having  heard  that  a  gentleman  of 
very  considerable  abilities  and  information  was 
about  to  visit  Bagdad,  and  meant,  in  his  course,  to 
pass  through  some  parts  of  the  desert,  requested 
leave  to  accompany  him.  The  traveller  politely 
agreed ;  and  having  rolled  himself  in  an  Arab 
dress,  Edward  was  presently  joined  by  his  guide, 
equipped  in  trowsers  reaching  to  his  arms,  and 
supported  by  a  broad  buff  belt,  in  which  were 
stuck  pistols,  a  carbine,  daggers,  and  a  sword, 
besides  ramrods,  cartridges,  and  pouches. 

His  friend  arrived  immediately  afterward,  and 
they  took  their  places  in  a  boat  just  large  enough 
to  hold  two  people,  at  their  length,  in  the  centre  : 
whilst  the  head  and  stern  were  occupied  by  the 
guide  and  boatman,  whose  oars  kept  time  to  a 
melancholy  song,  that  was  chanted  by  the  former, 
as  they  rowed  down  the  Chat  Ul  Arab. 

Continuing  their  voyage  without  any  remarka- 
ble incident,  they  at  length  entered  the  majestic 
sweep  of  waters  that  marks  the  junction  of  the 
mighty  rivers  of  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates, 
w^hich,  uniting  theii*  streams  at  this  point,  finally 
fall  into  the  gulf  by  Bassora.  It  was  impossible 
not  to  be  impressed  with  this  sublime  sight;  but 
Mackenzie  and  liis  friend  found  it  difficult  to 
imagine,  with  some  travellers,  that  Korna,  situa- 
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ted  in  the  inland  gulf  which  is  formed  by  the 
streams,  ornamented  with  a  few  trees  and  slightly 
cultivated,  could  ever  have  been  the  fertile  and 
beautiful  scite  of  of  the  garden  of  Eden. 

I  shall  pass  over  the  various  places  that  they 
passed  by  ;  few  of  which  were  of  any  conse- 
quence, and  at  still  fewer  Edward  and  his  friend 
ventured  to  land,  as  they  were  surrounded  by 
lawless  tribes  of  the  desert,  with  whose  manners 
and  habits  you  are  already,  in  some  degree,  ac- 
quainted. It  is  true,  that  the  Arabs  of  the  interior 
are  more  ferocious  and  less  civilized  than  those 
on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  near  whom  they 
now  were  ;  and  I  shall  therefore  describe  a  visit 
wdiich  they  paid  to  one  of  the  scheiks  or  chiefs, 
of  this  singular  people,  to  whom  they  had  des- 
patches to  deliver. 

Mackenzie  and  his  friend  having  sent  forward 
an  Arab  servant,  whom  they  had  lately  hired,  to 
inform  the  scheik  of  their  arrival,  they  were  short- 
ly afterwards  shown  to  his  tent,  where  he  received 
them  sitting  on  carpets,  surrounded  by  his  princi- 
pal people.  Upon  the  plain  around  was  scattered 
what  might  be  called  a  camp :  it  was  of  no  par- 
ticular form,  but  the  tents  were  arranged  in  length 
as  the  plain  opened,  as  near  as  convenient  to  the 
stream  by  which  it  was  watered,  that  of  the  cliief 
7* 
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being  pitched  as  near  as  possible  in  the  centre  of 
the  encampment.  Around  it  were  placed  the 
camels,  and  the  favourite  horses  were  picketted 
near. 

Edward,  (for  so  I  hke  to  call  him)  having  de- 
livered his  letters,  was  requested  to  sit  down  ;  and 
after  having  been  assured  of  safety  and  protection, 
he  was  presented  with  some  coffee  and  ^  pipe. 
Dinner  was  then  announced,  and  Mackenzie  was 
pressed  to  partake  of  it.  It  consisted  of  pilaus  and 
other  Asiatic  dishes  ;  coarse,  black  rice  ;  and  the 
flesh  of  two  young  camels,  dressed  in  various 
ways,  some  with  rice,  and  some  without ;  whilst 
the  bones  were  served  in  a  soup,  which  was  boiled 
from  them. 

It  was  the  fii'st  time  that  my  young  friend  had 
ever  been  present  at  such  a  feast ;  and  if  his  Eu- 
ropean notions  were  not  at  first  completely  con- 
quered, his  feelings  of  disgust  rose  still  higher, 
when  he  observed  the  chief  hmj  his  hand  in  the 
pilau,  part  of  which  he  mimediately  conveyed  to' 
his  mouth ;  and  as  there  were  neither  knives  nor 
forks,  the  meat  in  the  other  dishes  was  literally 
torn  and  gnawed  to  pieces.  Edward  was,  how- 
ever, obliged  to  follow  the  example,  lest  he  should 
give  offence,  though  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he 
overcame  his  repugnance ;  and  he  took  the  first 
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opportunity  that  presented,  of  bidding  adieu  to  his 
truly  hospitable  but  uncouth  host. 

As  it  is  not  my  intention  to  lead  you  again  into 
the  desert,  I  shall  not  stop  to  detail  to  you  the 
various  little  occurrences  that  took  place,  in  a 
route  that  Mackenzie  pursued  amongst  them  for 
some  weeks,  and  shall  only  tell  you,  that  travel- 
Img  ^\^th  an  escort  is  a  very  different  thing  from 
being  a  captive  amongst  these  wandering  tribes  ; 
and  I  shall  therefore  beg  you  to  hasten  witli  me 
to  a  place  of  deep  mterest,  which  they  turned 
aside  to  contemplate,  on  their  road  to  Bagdad  :  I 
mean,  the  spot  where,  it  is  supposed,  once  stood 
the  mighty  city  of  Babylon. 

Whoever  was  the  founder  of  this  magnificent 
city,  whether  Semiramis  or  Belus,  certain  it  is, 
that  under  the  reign  of  Nebuchadnezzar  it  ar- 
rived at  the  zenith  of  grandeur  and  glory.  The 
walls  of  Babylon  are  described  as  having  been 
sixty  miles  in  circumference,  eighty-seven  feet  in 
thickness,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  in  height. 
The  city  is  said  to  have  been  a  square,  each  side 
of  which  was  fifteen  miles  in  length.  The  walls 
were  built  of  bricks,  cemented  with  bitumen,  the 
natural  produce  of  this  countrj^,  and  which  in 
time  grew  so  hard,  as  to  be  inseparable  from  the 
materials  which  it  joined  together ;  and  the  earth 
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for  making  the  bricks  which  built  these  stupen- 
dous walls,  having  been  all  taken  out  of  a  ditch 
which  was  intended  to  surround  them,  this  latter 
was  aftenvards  faced  with  the  same  bricks,  and 
being  filled  with  water,  added  to  the  strength  and 
beauty  of  this  proud  city. 

A  hundred  gates  of  solid  brass  formed  so  many 
entrances  into  Babylon,  being  placed  at  equal 
distances,  twenty-five  on  each  side ;  from  each 
gate  a  street  ran  in  a  straight  line  to  the  opposite  ; 
and  the  houses  in  each  street  were  regular  and 
magnificent.  Between  every  two  gates  were 
three  towers  ;  four  at  each  angle,  and  three  be- 
tween each  of  the  angles  and  the  adjacent  gate. 
From  north  to  south,  through  the  centre  of  the 
city,  ran  the  river  Euphrates,  over  which,  in  the 
middle  of  the  city,  was  a  bridge  of  great  breadth 
and  height ;  and  at  each  end  of  the  bridge  was  a 
palace :  that  on  the  east  was  called  the  old  palace, 
and  occupied  four  of  the  squares,  into  six  hundred 
and  seventy  six  of  which  the  city  was  divided,  by 
the  streets  cutting  each  other  at  right  angles. 
The  new  palace  at  the  west  end  of  the  bridge 
filled  a  space  equal  to  nine  of  those  squares:  the 
former  of  these  buildings  was  four  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  the  latter  eight ;  and  this  palace 
was  also   strongly   fortified,  having  three  walls 
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within  each  other.  The  hanging  gardens  of  the 
new  palace  have  been  much  celebrated  as  great 
curiosities  :  they  are  said  to  have  been  a  number 
of  terraces,  supported  by  arches,  and  that  the 
highest  of  them  reached  the  summit  of  the  city 
wall.  Each  of  those  terraces  were  four  hundred 
feet  in  length,  and  of  proportionable  breadth :  the 
ascent  from  one  to  the  other  was  by  steps  or 
stairs  ten  feet  wide.  Water  was  conveyed,  by 
means  of  engines,  into  an  aqueduct,  which  filled 
a  reservoir  on  the  highest  terrace,  and  was  from 
thence  distributed  among  the  lower  ones.  Each 
of  them  was  adorned  with  statues,  and  filled  with 
most  beautiful  and  odoriferous  shrubs  and  flowers ; 
and  to  prevent  the  overflowings  of  the  Euphrates 
from  being  troublesome  or  injurious^ to  the  city, 
canals  were  made  from  it,  before  it  reached  Baby- 
lon, by  which  that  part  of  it  which  flowed  through 
the  city  could  always  be  kept  within  bounds. 

Of  this  once  grand  city,  there  now  remain  no 
traces,  except  those  which  have  been  discovered 
by  the  researches  of  modern  travellers  ;  and  these 
consist  of  mounds  of  earth,  formed  by  the  decom- 
position of  buildings,*  channelled  and  furrowed 
with  the  weather,  and  strewed  with  pieces  of  brick, 

*  See  an  interesting  paper  on  the  present  state  of  Babylon,  by 
Mr.  Rich. 
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bitumen,  and  pottery.  A  sepulchral  urn  of  earth- 
enware, containing  some  human  bones  which  pul- 
verized to  the  touch,  as  also  a  large  colossal  figure 
of  a  lion,  supposed  to  be  an  idol,  with  a  circular 
aperture  in  his  mouth,  in  which  a  man  might  in- 
troduce his  fist,  together  with  the  remains  of  what 
is  imagined  to  be  a  palace,  have  been  also  dug  up. 

Edward  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  inspect  these 
remains  himself,  but  he  derived  from  an  intelligent 
gentleman  much  more  information  on  this  point, 
than  his  own  unj,ssisted  efforts  could  have  obtain- 
ed. In  viewing  this  mark  of  Divine  wrath,  Mac- 
kenzie Vv' as  forcibly  reminded  of  the  truth  of  the 
Scripture  declaration  :  "It  shall  not  be  inhabited, 
neither  shall  it  be  dwelt  in  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration ;  but  the  wild  beasts  of  the  island  shall 
cry  in  their  desolate  houses,  and  dragons  in  their 
pleasant  palaces  ;  and  I  will  also  make  it  a  posses- 
sion for  the  bittern  and  pools  of  water ;"  and  he, 
and  his  fiiend  the  traveller,  continued  talking  on  the 
subject  long  after  they  had  quitted  its  desolate  scite. 

The  road  was  now  straight,  and  many  hours 
had  not  elapsed  ere  the  httle  party  came  in  sight 
of  the  lofty  minarets  of  Bagdad,  once  the  metro- 
polis of  the  Saracen  empire,  pleasantly  situated 
on  a  fine  plain,  on  tlie  eastern  banks  of  the  river 
Tigris. 
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This  city  was  once  extremely  extensive  and 
populous^  adorned  by  superb  palaces,  and  other 
magnificent  buildings.  Learning  flourished  within 
its  walls,  the  inhabitants  were  civilized  and  cour- 
teous, and  their  languag^e  the  purest  Arabic.  At 
present,  it  is  extremely  fallen  both  in  point  of  gran- 
deur, population,  and  elegance.  The  inhabitants 
consist  of  a  mixture  of  Mahommedans,  Chris- 
tians, and  Jews,  the  latter  of  whom  are  more  nu- 
merous as  ^dsitors  to  the  supposed  tomb  of  Eze- 
Idel,  (one  of  the  prophets,)  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  this  city,  than  as  residents.  Few  remains  of 
the  ancient  pubhc  buildings  are  to  be  found  ;  and 
the  natives  are  by  no  means  distinguished  by  great 
learning  or  pohteness :  even  the  language  has 
been  corrupted,  in  the  various  changes  of  masters 
to  which  this  place  has  been  subjected.  Yet  still 
it  is  the  most  considerable  place  of  trade  in  the 
Turkish  empire,  on  the  side  of  Persia ;  being  sup- 
plied with  all  the  eastern  commodities  by  way  of 
Bassora.  It  receives  also  the  annual  caravans 
from  Smyrna,  Aleppo,  and  the  western  parts  of  the 
empire,  by  which  means  it  is  furnished  with  the 
produce  of  these  countries.  It  is  walled  and  forti- 
fied ;  and  the  grand  seignior  receives  a  considera- 
ble tribute  from  the  nmnerous  passengers  that  pass 
through  Bagdad,  in  the  land  journey  to  Mecca. 
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Edward  found  in  this  place  five  mosques,  and 
twice  as  many  caravanseras,  or  public  inns  ;  and 
the  market  places,  or  bazaars,  which  are  arched, 
are  frequently  refreshed  with  water,  to  keep  them 
cool,  which  is  necessary  in  a  country,  where,  on  ac- 
count of  the  excessive  heats,  the  markets  are  of- 
ten obliged  to  be  held  at  midnight,  and  the  inha- 
bitants are  compelled  to  sleep  on  the  terraces  of 
the  houses. 

Here  my  young  friend  proposed  staying  to  re- 
fresh himself  for  a  time  ;  and,  indeed,  the  intense 
heat  which  reigned  at  this  season,  incapacitated 
him  from  proceeding,  whilst  the  hot  winds,  which 
blew  from  the  east  over  the  long  tracts  of  burning 
and  desert  sands,  rendered  the  chmate,  to  a  Euro- 
pean constitution,  at  these  periods,  almost  insuffer- 
able. For  eight  months,  indeed,  regularly,  there 
is  no  rain,  and  this  drought  sometimes  continues 
for  the  whole  year,  and  even  two  for  years  together  ; 
during  Avhich  time,  the  inhabitants  contrive  to  wa- 
ter theii-  lands  by  means  of  cuts,  or  canals,  from 
the  rivers ;  and  by  engines  for  conveying  the  wa- 
ter both  to  the  high  lands,  and  to  places  remote 
from  the  banks  of  them.  Thus,  by  the  exercise 
of  industry  and  ingenuity,  this  country  is  render- 
ed so  fertile,  that  it  repays  the  labourer's  care  with 
an  increase  of  two  hundred  fold  in  most  kinds  of 
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grain.  This  country  is  destitute  of  grapes  or 
olives;  but  the  pahn-trees  supply  wine.  Nor  are 
the  canals  from  the  rivers  only  subservient  to  the 
immediate  purposes  of  cultivation  :  they  serve  to 
convey  off  that  superfluity  of  water,  which,  pour- 
ing down  from  the  mountains  in  the  summer 
months,  when  the  snow  is  melted  by  the  sun,  used 
to  overflow  the  country,  and  to  facilitate  the  com- 
munication between  the  distant  parts  of  this  widely- 
extended  province.  This  distribution  of  water 
also  enriches  the  pasture,  and  is  productive  of 
excellent  animal  food,  as  well  as  milk  and  butter, 
in  gi-eat  abundance. 

Just  as  Edward  was  preparing  to  proceed  far- 
ther up  the  country,  he  received  despatches  that 
conveyed  intelligence  of  the  necessity  of  his  un- 
mediate  return  to  Busheer ;  and,  obeying  the 
summons  instantly,  he  bade  adieu  to  his  kind 
friend,  the  traveller,  and  prepared  to  take  a  final 
leave  of  a  country  in  which  he  had  found  much  to 
gratify  his  taste,  and  to  excite  his  farther  curiosity. 

After  a  journey  replete  with  but  few  incidents, 
the  young  traveller  again  reached  Buslieer  in 
safety.  He  there  found,  that  business  of  impor- 
tance required  his  presence  in  Shiraz,  the  second 
city  of  the  Persian  empire,  and  the  capital  of  the 
province  of  Fars  or  Pars. 
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I  shall  not  attempt  to  lead  you  from  place  to 
place,  on  the  route  that  Mackenzie  pursued,  but 
shall  only  present  you  with  those  principal  fea- 
tures of  his  journey  that  most  interested  my  friend. 
Pitching  his  tent  in  the  valley  of  Dustarjan, 
about  two  days'  march  from  Shiraz,  Edward  was 
delighted  to  behold,  on  the  banks  of  a  crystal 
stream,  the  clover  and  the  golden  cup ;  whilst  the 
verdure  of  the  whole  valley,  and  the  pure  tem- 
perature of  the  air,  forcibly  reminded  him  of  one 
of  the  beautiful  days  in  spring  of  his  native  coun- 
try.    Sounds  of  music  now  burst  upon  the  tra- 
veller's ear,  and,  on  looking  around,  he  perceived 
it  was  a  Persian  bridegroom,  proceeding  onwards 
to  the  house  of  the  bride's  father,  whither  he  had 
before  sent  a  present,  consisting  of  clothes,  jewels, 
and  other  ornaments  for  her  person.     He  was 
mounted  on  horseback,  attended  by  ^  his  friends, 
and  dressed  in  his  best.     He  was  of  a  middle  sta- 
ture, incUned  to  tall,  but  small  boned.     His  com- 
plexion was  of  a  bright  olive,  his  eyes  black  and 
animated  ;  and  his  hair,  which  was  of  the  same 
colour,  was  close  shaved,  except  on  the  temples, 
where  one  lock  was  left  as  an  ornament.     His 
beard  reached  to  his  temples :  it  was  shaved  off 
the  cheeks,  but  otherwise,  as  he  was  a  man  of  dis- 
tinction, suffered  to  grow  long.     His  cap,  which 
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was  dyed  crimson,  was  faced  ^4th  a  Buchanan 
lamb-skin :  it  was  ten  or  twelve  inches  high,  and 
so  fashioned  as  to  rise  into  four  corners  at  the  top. 
His  &hirt,  of  .chequered  blue  silk,  v/as  made  open 
in  the  bosom,  with  straight  sleeves  without  wrists, 
A  waistcoat  covered  this  vest,  which  was  sur- 
mounted by  a  coat,  the  sleeves  of  which  were 
close,  and  fastened  with  buttons  and  loops  ;  and 
above  all  this  was  a  loose  coat,  hned  with  sable, 
and  reaching  to  his  waist.  His  neck  was  quite 
bare ;  his  trowsers  were  large  and  loose,  and  his 
woollen  stockings  and  high-heeled  shoes  finished 
this  singular  but  really  rich  attire.  But  what  par- 
ticularly attracted  the  attention  of  Mackenzie, 
were  the  housings  of  his  horse,  which  were  of  an 
immense  size,  and  embroidered  -with  silver  and 
gold  :  his  saddle  was  similarly  ornamented  ;  and 
the  handles  of  the  knives,  which  were  canied  in 
the  plaits  of  his  sash,  were  also  composed  of  the 
same  metals. 

Edward  had  not  watched  this  group  long,  when 
he  saw  advancing  to  meet  them  another  party,  in 
which  he  clearly  discerned  a  female,  seated  on  a 
camel,  veiled  from  head  to  foot.  She,  also,  was 
^  accompanied  by  her  relations,  and  attended  by  a 
train  of  servants,  who  conducted  the  slaves  that 
were  loaded  with  her  clothes,  jewels,  and  other 
baggage,  which  had  been  purchased  with  the  r»rice 


bo  FIRE-SIDE    STORIES. 

paid  for  her  on  making  the  marriage  contract, 
with  an  addition  on  the  part  of  her  own  parents. 
Both  cavalcades  having  joined,  they  prepared  to 
return  to  the  house  of  the  bridegroom,  and  passing 
again  by  the  place  where  his  tent  was  stationed, 
gave  my  friend  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
whole  party.  The  lady,  he  was  told  by  one  of  the 
crowd  of  humble  dependents  that  followed,  was  a 
celebrated  beauty.  She  had  large,  thick  eye- 
brows, to  improve  which  she  had  dyed  them 
black  ;  and  her  hands  and  feet  were  tinged  with 
an  orange-coloured  dye  or  pomatum.  On  her 
head  she  had  a  stiffened  cap,  in  which  was  stuck 
a  heron's  feather  ;  and  her  hair  which  was  braided 
in  tresses,  fell  down  her  back  to  a  great  length  :  it 
was  enciicled  by  a  small  chain  of  gold,  set  with 
pearls  :  at  one  end  of  which  was  a  thin  plate 
of  gold,  on  which  was  engraved  a  prayer  in  the 
Ai'abic  language,  w^iilst  the  other  end  was  fasten- 
ed to  the  hair  above  the  temple  ;  and  the  plate 
hung  down  the  cheek,  just  below  the  ear.  She 
wore  on  this  occasion  a  necklace  of  plain  gold, 
enriched  with  precious  stones,  which  hung  down 
on  her  bosom  ;  and  to  this  was  suspended  a  small 
box  of  gold,  filled  wnth  exquisite  perfume.  The 
other  parts  of  her  dress  were  like  those  of  the 
gentleman,  only  more  expensive  ;  and  she  also 
had  on  a  similar  pair  of  trowsers  and  shoes. 
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The  bridal  party  were  follewed  by  numbers  of 
persons,  as  they  were  both  rich  ;  and,  conse- 
quently, much  of  the  good  cheer  provided  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  guests  on  this  feUcitous 
occasion,  would  be  presented  to  those  who  crowded 
about  the  door. 

Edward  turned  away  from  the  festive  scene,  to 
pursue  the  road  to  Shiraz  ;  and  he  could  not  help 
contrasting  the  situation  of  a  Persian  bridegroom, 
who  had  never  before  seen  his  lady,  and  Avhose 
union  had  been  formed  by  the  intervention  of  pa-^ 
rents,  with  a  view  to  connexion  and  property,  with 
those  happy  marriages  he  had  so  often  witnessed 
in  his  own  dear  native  land. 

After  a  rather  fatiguing  ride,  augmented  by  the 
heat  of  the  weather,  on  the  second  day  after  the 
last-mentioned  incident  he  entered  Shiraz,  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  a  house  in  the  suburbs. 

As  my  friend  rode  up  the  avenue  of  trees  lead- 
ing from  the  gate  to  the  house,  and  entered  the 
court-yard  and  garden,  filled  with  odoriferous  flowers 
and  flower-bearing  shrubs,  with  the  fountains  of 
clear  water  sparkhng  in  the  sunbeams,  and  spread- 
ing coolness  and  refreshment  around,  he  could  not 
help  acknowledging  that,  on  this  point  at  least,  the 
Persians  displayed  good  taste. 
8* 
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Entering  his  new  habitation,  Edward  found  in 
the  centre  a  large  room,  in  which  a  fountain  was 
playing,  and  sprinkling  on  the  tiled  floor  its  gen- 
tle moisture.  The  house  vms  low,  and  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  piazza.  On  the  roof  was  a  terrace, 
where  Mackenzie  afterwards  passed  many  of  hig 
evenings.  There  were  two  rooms  at  each  ex- 
tremity of  the  hall,  one  for  retirement,  the  other 
for  eating;  and,  as  the  mattress  on  which  Ed- 
ward slept  was  always  rolled  up,  and  taken  away 
in  the  day,  the  parlours  served  for  sleeping-rooms, 
and  rendered  a  larger  number  of  apartments  un- 
necessary. 

All  the  offices  are  situated  at  a  little  distance 
from  the  house,  to  which  there  is  a  covered  pas- 
sage from  them.  The  kitchen-fire,  which  was 
generally  of  charcoal,  was  made  in  a  hearth, 
erected,  or  rather  sunk  in  the  floor  for  that  pur- 
pose, over  which  there  was  a  round  hole  for  the 
smoke  to  pass  off. 

Many  days  had  not  elapsed,  ere  my  young 
friend  went  into  Shiraz.  He  found  the  city  nearly 
seven  miles  in  circumference,  but  thinly  inhabited, 
anil  thickly  interspersed  with  gardens  and  groves 
of  trees.  It  is  situated  in  a  pleasant  valley,  of 
twenty  miles  in  length,  and  about  one-third  part 
as  wide,  which  is  fertilized  by  a  rivulet  passing 
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through  it,  that  supplies  the  city  with  water.  This 
stream  is  inconsiderable  in  summer,  but  swells  in 
the  spring;  and  sometimes  becomes  so  rapid  as  to 
overthrow  houses  and  buildings,  and  sweep  away 
the  corn  and  other  productions  of  the  earth.  The 
palace,  which  has  been  occupied  by  some  of  the 
former  sophis  or  kings,  but  now  by  a  viceroy,  is 
extremely  magnificent ;  and  the  gardens  belong- 
ing to  it  are  said  to  excel  those  of  Ispahan,  both  in 
size  and  beauty ;  being  no  less  than  two  miles 
square,  and  enclosed  by  a  wall  fourteen  feet  in 
height.  Nor  are  the  gardens  of  such  of  the  no- 
bility as  inhabit  this  city,  inferior  in  elegance  ;  be- 
ing planted,  for  shade  and  ornament,  with  cypress- 
trees,  which,  for  height,  straightness,  and  regu- 
larity of  growth,  are  un  Equalled;  and  for  use,  with 
fruit  trees  of  a  thousand  different  sorts  :  such  as 
oranges,  lemons,  apricot?,  pears,  cherries,  and 
gi'apes ;  all  equally  delicious  to  the  palate,  and  the 
latter  producing  wine  of  exquisite  flavour,  sur- 
passing any  other  grcwtli  of  the  kingdom. 

The  fruit-trees  either  form  walks,  ,or  are  scat- 
tered irregularly  over  the  garden  ;  and  the  vines 
twine  round  other  tree?,  from  the  branches  of 
which  the  grapes  hang  in  clusters  of  astonishing 
magnitude.  Nor  are  these  gardens  less  plentifully 
furnished  with  flowers,  the  variety,  colours,  and 
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ot!ours  of  which  are  not  rivalled  by  the  choicest 
productions  of  Italy ;  though  they  require  here 
but  little  culture,  and  are,  in  a  manner,  disregard- 
ed by  the  gardeners,  whose  whole  attention  is 
engaged  in  managing  the  fruit-trees,  and  pro- 
curing them  a  proper  supply  of  water,  which,  in 
this  country,  is  indispensable. 

The  streets  of  Shiraz  are  in  general  narrow 
and  dirty,  except  those  which  He  near  the  river, 
which  are  wider ;  and  yet  they  are  furnished  with 
canals  and  basins  of  water,  neatly  lined  with  free- 
stone. 

Mackenzie  obtained  an  entrance  into  the  col- 
lege, which  is  erected  for  the  education  of  youth  ; 
and  he  found  that  the  literature  of  the  country, 
and  all  the  liberal  arts  with  which  the  Persians 
were  acquainted,  were  taught  here.  One  of  the 
students  was  writing,  and  Edward  was  amused 
with  seeing  him  roll  the  letter  up,  fasten  it  with  a 
bit  of  paper  dipped  in  gum-water,  and  seal  it  with 
a  ring,  generally  worn  for  the  purpose,  containing 
the  name  of  the  owner,  and  a  sentence  from  the 
Koran.  Indeed,  the  paper  of  Persia  being  com- 
posed of  silk  and  cotton  rags,  and  iu  a  manner 
glazed,  by  a  smooth  stone  being  passed  over  it, 
fixed  in  a  machine  calculated  for  the  purpose,  is 
too  soft  and  easily  torn  to  allow  of  being  folded. 
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Nor  was  the  manner  of  the  youth's  writing  the 
least  extraordinary  part  of  the  business.  He  was 
gtanding,  holding  his  paper  with  his  left  hand, 
whilst,  ^\dth  his  right,  he  transcribed  with  amazing 
rapidity  and  accuracy.  He  was  a  scribe  by  pro- 
fession ;  an  employment  at  once  honourable  and 
profitable,  in  a  country  where  printing  is  not  used, 
and  w  here  all  their  literary  productions  are  in 
manuscript.  In  answer  to  Mackenzie's  questions, 
he  replied,  that  there  were  eight  different  kinds  of 
hand  writing  amongst  them,  each  of  which  is  dis- 
tinguished by  a  name :  the  one  which  he  w^as  then 
using  being  termed  nesky^  w^as  esteemed  the  most, 
£ttai/''  '•  being  the  type  in  which  the  Koran  is 
usually  written.  In  their  ordinary  writings,  he 
added,  they  carried  the  lines  from  right  to  left, 
like  those  who  copy  Hebrew ;  but  he  exhibited  to 
Edward  his  own  superior  abilities  in  penmanship, 
displayed  in  the  variety  of  fantastic  figures  in 
which  he  had  placed  the  sentences. 

The  pen  he  was  using  was  made  of  a  reed, 
which  grows  in  one  of  the  southern  provinces  of 
the  kingdom  ;  and  he  dipped  both  it  and  his  seal 
in  an  ink,  which  was  thick  and  glutinous,  and 
composed  of  gaUs,  burnt  rice,  and  gum ;  which 
last  rendered  it  not  only  shining,  but  lasting. 

One  morning,  shortly  after  this,  as  my  young 
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friend  was  passing  through  the  street,  he  was 
alarmed  by  hearing  loud  cries  and  exclamations 
proceeding  from  a  house,  of  which  the  outer  door 
stood  open.  He  entered,  and  found  they  arose 
from  the  relations  and  friends  of  a  Perisian  of 
rank,  who  had  just  expired.  The  women  were 
addressing  to  the  lifeless  corpse  the  most  pathetic 
exclamations ;  and  they,  with  the  men,  were  beat- 
ing their  breasts,  rending  their  clothes,  and  tearing 
their  hair.  Fearful  of  intruding  on  the  sorrow  of 
the  party,  he  immediately  left  the  room,  and  was 
proceeding  down  the  outer  court,  when  he  en- 
countered a  party  of  persons,  who  had  be^n  de- 
puted by  the  magistrates  to  ^'repare  tho^'  ^'  ^'^fe 
interment  ]  which  was  done  by  taking  it  to  a 
pond  set  apart  for  the  melancholy  occasion,  in  the 
garden  of  people  of  rank,  where  it  was  stripped 
and  washed,  under  the  cover  of  a  tent  pitched  for 
the  purpose. 

After  having  undergone  this  operation,  the  nose, 
mouth,  (fee.  are  stuffed  with  cotton,  and  the  corpse 
is  wrapped  in  a  winding-sheet  of  silk  or  cotton,  on 
which  was  written  a  few  sentences  from  the  Ko- 
ran, relating  to  the  mortahty  of  the  body  and  im- 
mortaUty  of  the  soul. 

As  the  deceased  was  a  person  of  distinction, 
Edward  was  anxious  to  witness  the  funeral  pro- 
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cession,  which  took  place  -with  much  solemnity. 
The  priests  and  officers  of  the  mosque  preceded 
the  corpse  with  banners  and  ensigns ;  on  one  of 
which  was  the  name  of  the  prophet,  whilst  the 
others  were  decorated  with  ensigns ;  and  one  bore 
a  hand,  which  was  called  the  hand  of  Ah.  The 
horses  of  the  deceased  were  led  before  the  body ; 
whilst  the  domestics  followed,  bearing  his  turban 
and  arms.  The  relations  and  friends  followed, 
and  the  coi-pse  was  borne  by  the  neighbours  and 
acquaintances,  who  are  always  so  anxious  to  per- 
form this  duty,  that  should  they,  even  by  accident, 
meet  the  funeral  procession  of  one  with  whom 
they  have  been  but  slightly  acquainted,  they  will, 
though  on  horseback  and  proceeding  on  a  journey, 
instantly  ahght,  and  claim  a  share  in  this  melan- 
choly office. 

The  burial-places  in  Persia,  are  never  in  the 
mosque,  but  in  an  adjoining  field,  and  no  coffins 
are  used.  The  head  of  the  corpse  was  therefore 
uncovered  when  it  arrived  at  the  giave,  and  was 
placed  with  the  face  towards  the  city  of  Mecca ; 
the  other  parts  of  the  body  were  wrapped  in  a 
winding  sheet,  and  the  side  of  the  grave  next 
Mecca  left  hollow,  from  an  opinion  prevalent 
among  Mahommedans,  that  after  the  body  is  in- 
terred, it  is  reanimated  by  the  soul,  and  undergoes 
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a  strict  examination  of  angels,  as  to  its  past  con- 
duct, whose  report  is  to  determine  its  future  destiny. 

By  the  body,  in  the  grave,  was  laid  his  turban, 
sword,  bow,  and  quiver  of  arrows  ;  and  a  monu- 
ment was  erected  over  it,  bearing  some  passages 
in  the  Koran,  in  which  the  quick  decay  of  human 
life  was  compared  to  the  fading  of  a  flower. 

For  the  fiist  ten  days  after  the  funeral,  Edward 
observed  the  women  and  children  of  the  deceased 
visit  the  grave,  leaving  by  it  sweetmeats,  fruits, 
and  other  provisions  for  the  angels,  whom  they 
imagine  attend  and  guard  the  grave ;  and  Edward 
mourned  as  much  over  the  superstition  which 
shrouded  their  minds,  as  he  sympathized  with  them 
in  the  bitter  lamentations  and  affectionate  expostu- 
lations they  repeated  for  forty  days,  on  Avhat  they 
termed  the  premature  departure  of  their  friend. 

During  this  period,  although  they  wore  no 
mourniug,  they  designated  theh-  grief  by  a  total 
inattention  to  their  dress,  in  refusing  to  change 
their  clothes,  and  in  not  shaving  their  beards. 
Widows  generally  mourn  more  than  tlie  time  pre- 
scribed, and,  though  not  prohibited,  they  seldom 
marry  a  second  time. 

During  the  young  merchant's  abode  in  Shiraz, 
he  received  an  invitation  from  the  master  of  one 
of  the  principal  famihes  to  supper ;  and,  as  the 
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feast  was  attended  Avith  ceremonies  peculiar  to  the 
country,  I  cannot  but  fancy  that  my  young  readers 
would  derive  some  amusement  from  the  recital. 

Supper  being  brought  in,  a  servant  presented  a 
bottle  of  water,  and,  with  a  napkin  over  his  shoul- 
der, Avent  round  the  company,  and  poured  water 
on  each  person's  hands,  to  wash. 

The  room  of  entertainment  was  supplied  with 
light  by  one  large  tallow  candle,  or  lamp,  which 
burnt  in  the  court-yard,  and  a  single  wax-light,  of 
large  size,  on  the  floor  of  the  room,  which  was 
frequently  snuffed  with  scissors  into  a  small  cup  of 
water.  A  large  salver,  in  the  form  of  a  tea-board, 
was  set  before  each  person,  with  a  plate  of  pilau, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  minced  meat,  mixed  with 
ft-uit  and  spices.  There  were  also  plates  of  com- 
fits served  ;  and  China  basins  filled  with  sherbets, 
both  sweet  and  sour,  and  other  Avaters ;  wath  cakes 
of  wheat  and  rice  flour,  each  of  Avhich  was  sprink- 
led with  the  seeds  of  poppies,  and  other  seeds  of 
the  like  nature.  These  cakes  are  made  thin, 
that  they  may  be  easily  broken;  it  being  esteemed 
an  al3omination  to  cut  any  kind  of  food  with  a 
knife,  after  it  has  been  dressed.  When  the  seve- 
ral dishes  Avere  placed  on  the  table,  they  all  began 
without  cermony,  and  devoured  their  food  Avith 
great  expedition.  Supper  ended,  warm  Avater  was 
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brought  to  wash  with ;  which  was  the  more  neces- 
sary, as  the  Persians  feed  themseh  es  wdth  their 
fingers,  and  are  not  very  deUcate  in  their  manner 
of  eating,  greasing  their  hands,  and  smearing 
their  beards. 

After  the  supper  and  washing  were  finished,  the 
company  entered  into  conversation  ;  and  Edward 
observed,  that  when  the  oldest  man  in  the  room 
spoke,  though  he  appeared  to  be  poor,  and  sat  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  room,  every  person  regarded 
him  with  the  greatest  attention. 

The  most  unpleasant  part  to  my  friend,  in  this 
supper,  was  the  quantity  of  asafoetida  that  was 
mixed  with  some  of  the  dishes.  On  inquiring 
from  Avhence  it  was  brought,  he  was  informed  that 
it  grew  principally  amongst  the  mountains  of  this 
country,  and  was  produced  from  a  plant  A\dth 
branched  leaves,  hke  those  of  a  peony,  A\dth  a 
large  full  stem,  and  beeaing  seeds  like  those  of  the 
parsnip,  or  cow-parsley.  The  root  of  the  plant, 
they  added,  when  grown  to  a  proper  size  and  age, 
is  bared  of  earth  at  the  top,  screened  from  the  sun 
by  the  leaves  that  have  been  pulled  off",  after  some 
days  cut  horizontally,  and  again  carefully  screen- 
ed. A  juice,  liquid,  and  v»'hite  like  milk,  then 
begins  to  rise  fi'om  the  root  gi'adually,  and  is  col- 
lected till  the  whole  that  the  plant  will  yield  is 
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obtained.  On  being  exposed  to  the  air,  the  juice 
becomes  bro^vn,  and  acquires  a  consistence ;  and 
it  is  aftenvards  exported  into  England,  in  large, 
irregular  masses,  where  it  is  used  for  medicinal 
purposes. 

I  told  you  that  Edward  was  pleased  w^th  the 
shrubs  and  odoriferous  flowers  that  surrounded  his 
house.  They  consisted  of  an  infinite  variety  of 
roses  of  the  most  astonishing  odour,  (from  the 
leaves  of  wliich  were  distilled  sweet-scented  water, 
which  was  exported  to  all  parts  of  the  globe,) 
mmgled  with  gilliflowers,  both  red  and  yellow, 
which  scented  the  air,  and  contrasted  beautifully 
with  the  orange  and  jessamine  trees,  that  had 
been  transported  from  the  provinces  of  Hircania 
and  IMazenderan,  where  they  flourish  spontane- 
ously ;  whilst  anemones  and  ranunculuses,  that 
paint  the  earth,  and  also  grow  ^vild  in  different 
parts  of  the  empire,  were  here  in  luxuriant  pro- 
fusion. Nor  were  lilies,  daffodils,  violets,  and 
pinks  wanting  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Macken- 
zie's abode  ;  and  often,  as  he  gazed  upon  them, 
did  they  Carry  him  back,  in  fancy,  to  that  dear 
land,  on  whose  green  banks  and  cultivated  par- 
terres, he  had  so  often  stopped  to  admiie  and  pluck 
them. 

In  the  kitchen-gardens  of  Persia,  Mackenzie 
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found  most  of  the  roots  and  salads  of  Europe  ;  and 
no  less  than  twenty  different  sorts  of  melons,  of 
which  the  people  make  their  constant  food.  Those 
which  were  first  ripe  in  the  spring,  Avere  round 
and  small,  but  those  that  ripened  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  season,  were  much  the  largest  and  best ; 
being  exquisitely  sweet,  and  weighing  eight  or  ten 
pounds  each.  Persons  of  quality  contrive,  by 
preserving  them  underground  till  the  season  re- 
turns, to  have  them  all  the  year  round. 

Amongst  the  cucumbers,  which  were  also  of 
various  kinds,  and  much  used  l)y  the  common 
people,  there  was  one  sort  in  particular,  which  had 
scarcely  any  seeds,  and  which  Avas  eaten  without 
paring  or  dressing. 

Although  the  art  of  pruning  and  grafting  trees 
is  not  carried  to  the  perfection  it  is  in  England, 
still  they  have  excellent  apricots  of  many  kinds ; 
and  their  peaches  and  nectarines  weighed  sixteen 
or  eighteen  ounces  each.  Of  one  particular  kind 
of  apricot,  which  is  red  within,  Edward  purchased 
a  pot  They  were  dried  in  the  sun,  then  boiled 
in  water,  which,  thickened  by  the  juice  of  the  fruit, 
is  converted  into  a  perfect  syrup,  without  the  aid 
of  sugar.  Apples  and  pears,  growing  principally 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  country,  he  could  rarely 
obtain ;  but  the  deficiency  was  amply  compeusa« 
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ted  by  the  oranges,  quinces,  prunes,  and  pome- 
granates, which  he  could  ahvays  pm'chase  in  great 
plenty.  Indeed,  the  Persians  have  such  a  variety 
of  fine  fi'uits,  that  whilst  Edward  was  amongst 
them,  he  ^\dtnessed,  at  an  entertainment  given  by 
one  of  the  khans,  fifty  different  sorts  ;  some  of 
which,  it  is  true,  were  brought  nine  hundred 
miles  fiom  the  place  of  their  gro^vth. 

Tii-ed  of  remaining  always  at  Shii'az,  Macken- 
zie made  several  excursions  into  the  neighbouring 
provinces.  He  was  a  botanist  and  a  naturalist, 
and  therefore  innumerable  sources  of  pleasure 
were  opened  to  him.  The  plane-tree,  the  ^villow, 
the  fir,  and  the  cornel-tree,  he  found  abounded 
most :  l3ut  he  also  met  with  the  senna-tree,  which 
is  very  large,  and  usually  rises  forty  or  fifty  feet  in 
height :  it  is  straight  as  the  mast  of  a  ship,  having 
no  branches  but  on  its  head.  The  bark  is  of  a 
bright  grey,  and  the  wood  serves  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  building.  Nor  was  he  less  interested  in 
examining  the  trees  that  produce  the  gum  mastic 
and  frankincense,  the  latter  of  which  resembled 
the  pear-tree  ;  whilst  from  the  leaves  of  the  tama- 
risk-tree is  dropped  liquid  manna,  the  best  of  which 
is  of  a  yellowish  kind,  and  of  a  coarse  gi*ain. 

Once,  too,  he  met  with  the  kirzebre,  a  native  of 
the  province  of  Caramania,  in  this  country.     This 
9* 
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curious  shrub  grows  to  about  the  height  of  six 
feet,  the  stem  being  of  the  thickness  of  a  man's 
leg.  It  produces  round  leaves,  and  flowers  re- 
sembling the  sweetbrier. 

The  royal  grape,  as  it  is  termed,  Kdward  had  an 
opportunity  of  partaking  of.  It  is  of  a  gold  colour, 
transparent,  and  about  the  size  of  an  olive.  It  is 
never  watered,  and  the  fruit  grows  only  on  the 
young  branches.  From  it  the  best  wine  in  the 
country  is  made. 

Mackenzie,  as  I  have  told  you,  was  always  on 
the  look-out  for  subjects  of  observation  ;  and,  one 
morning,  taking  a  stroll  before  breakfast,  his  at- 
tention was  attracted  by  seeing  a  number  of  per- 
sons busily  employed  in  a  field,  which  he  had  late- 
ly seen  luxuriant  with  poppies  in  full  bloom,  many 
of  which  had  attained  the  height  of  four  feet.  He 
went  up  to  them,  and  found,  that  the  leaves  having 
fallen  off,  and  the  heads  become  nearly  ripe,  they 
were  making  incisions  in  them,  with  a  sharp  in- 
strument, and  collecting  the  thick  liquid  juice  that 
flowed  from  them.  This  juice,  he  learnt,  was 
afterward  worked  up  with  a  little  water,  till  it 
became  of  the  consistence  and  brightness  of  the 
finest  pitch  ;  and,  afterward,  exported,  under  the 
name  of  opium,  in  flat,  irregular  masses,  into 
Europe, 
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Another  day  my  friend  observed,  on  a  large  tree, 
with  ^\4nged  leaves  like  those  of  an  ash,  some 
pointed  nuts,  about  the  size  and  shape  of  fill^erts  ; 
and,  on  gathering  one,  and  breaking  off  the  outer 
shell,  he  found  it  to  contain  a  kernel  of  a  pale 
greenish  colour,  covered  ^vith  a  yellowish  skin, 
which,  on  tasting,  he  instantly  discovered  to  be  the 
pistachio  nut. 

But  nothing  more  amused  Edward,  whilst 
amongst  the  Persians,  than  theii'  skill  in  horse- 
manship ;  in  which,  indeed,  they  excel  most  other 
nations.  He  was  astonished  to  see  with  what 
grace  and  dexterity  they  mounted  their  steeds, 
sitting  steadily  on  their  saddles,  whilst  galloping 
with  a  loose  rein  ;  and  then  stopping  short,  or  sud- 
denly turning  to  the  right  or  left,  whilst  the  horse 
was  upon  full  speed. 

Observing  a  party  of  horsemen  at  a  little  dis- 
tance one  day,  he  drew  near,  and  his  attention  was 
directly  attracted  by  a  game  which  they  were 
playing.  Each  of  the  men  who  were  engaged, 
was  provided  with  a  short  bat,  with  which  he  en- 
deavoured to  strike  a  ball,  which  was  thrown  among 
the  competitors  stooping  almost  to  the  ground  for 
that  purpose,  whilst  his  horse  was  at  full  speed. 
The  game  was  to  be  obtained  by  driving  the  ball 
to  a  certain  goal,  and  he  who  struck  it  oftenest  in 
the  attempt,  was  the  winner. 
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To  the  schools  also  Edward  often  resorted,  to 
see  the  young  pupils  taught  to  shoot  with  the  bow 
at  a  mark ;  an  exercise  in  which  tliey  greatly 
excel,  arriving  at  a  wonderful  degi'ee  of  steadiness 
and  dexterity. 

In  the  use  of  the  sabre  and  the  lance  the  pupils 
were  also  initiated.  The  former  was  tlu'own  on 
horseback,  and  very  considerable  skill  was  often 
displayed  in  these  exercises. 

The  scarcity  of  water  in  Persia,  often  rendered 
the  method  of  its  conveyance  to  the  corn-fields, 
gardens,  and  city,  an  amusing  sight  to  the  young 
traveller.  Indeed,  its  proper  management  is  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  an  officer  is  appointed 
in  every  province,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  it  regu- 
larly distributed;  every  little  spring  or  rividet 
being  conducted  to  that  part  of  the  country  where 
it  is  most  wanted.  Wells  of  a  prodigious  depth 
and  breadth  are  in  many  places  dug ;  out  of 
which,  with  the  assistance  of  oxen,  they  draw  up 
water  in  great  leather  buckets,  which  are  emptied 
into  large  cisterns,  where  the  water  is  reserved,  to 
be  used  by  the  people  as  occasion  may  require. 
And  there  are  also  some  subterraneous  aqueducts, 
through  which  the  water  is  sometimes  conveyed 
to  the  distance  of  twenty  and  thirty  leagues,  built 
about  two  fathoms  high,  and  arched  vnth  brick  ; 
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holes,  like  wells,  being  made  at  the  distance  of 
twenty  paces,  for  the  convenience  of  repairing. 
The  distribution  of  the  water  is  made  one  day  to 
one  quarter  of  the  town  and  another  day  to  the 
other,  till  all  are  supplied  ;  every  person  opening 
for  its  reception,  the  canal  or  reservoii"  in  his  gar- 
den, for  which  a  certain  yearly  sum  is  paid  to 
government  for  every  garden  ;  and  as  it  is  easy 
for  a  person  to  divert  his  neighbour's  water  into  his 
own  receptacle,  they  punish  this  offence  wdth  great 
severity.  By  an  ancient  law  it  was  enacted,  that 
whoever  conveyed  the  water  of  a  spring  to  any 
spot  which  had  not  been  watered  before,  should, 
besides  other  immunities,  enjoy  the  benefit  of  that 
water,  even  to  the  end  of  the  fifth  generation. 
The  custom  is  still  observed,  and  the  day  on 
which  it  is  first  introduced,  is  a  day  of  rejoicing 
among  the  peasantry.  A  fortunate  hour  is  ap- 
pointed for  its  being  let  loose,  shouts  of  joy  are 
heard,  and  exclamations  of,  "  May  prosperity 
attend  it,"  are  echoed  on  every  side. 

Whilst  the  young  traveller  Avas  at  Shiraz,  he 
determined  to  visit  the  ruins  of  Persepolis,  situa- 
ted about  ten  leagues  distant,  and  once  a  great, 
flourishing,  and  magnificent  city ;  but  sacrificed 
to  the  wild  caprice  of  a  courtezan,  by  Alexander 
the  Great,  in  a  fit  of  intemperance. 
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The  remains  of  this  city  stand  upon  a  long", 
narrow,  and  well- watered  plain.  They  appear  at 
present,  in  the  form  of  an  ampitheatre,  and  are 
encompassed,  at  some  distance,  by  a  chain  of  hills 
of  the  same  figure. 

As  Edward  Avalked  along  the  mouldering  range 
of  ruins,  imagination  forcibly  reverted  to  those 
days  when  kin^s  and  conquerors  dwelt  within  its 
precincts,  and  passed  in  revelry  and  mirth,  those 
da3^s  which  are  now  numbered  with  "  the  genera- 
tions before  the  flood." 

There  are  still  remaining  several  gates  and 
staircases,  besides  a  variety  of  pillars  or  columns 
with  highly  ornamented  capitals,  and  a  vast  va- 
riety of  lofty  portals.  There  are  also  standing 
some  walls  of  black  marble,  polished  on  the  sur- 
face, the  blocks  of  which  they  are  composed  being 
enormous.  A  large  terrace,  which  these  stupen- 
dous walls  seem  calculated  to  support,  stretches 
itself  onwards,  till  it  nearly  reaches  the  moun- 
tains ;  whilst  innumerable  mutilated  statues,  and 
broken  figures  of  animals,  are  scattered  along  the 
plain,  and  prove  that,  in  its  prosperity,  it  must 
have  been  richly  adorned  with  these  works  of  the 
statuary. 

Mackenzie   was  possessed  of   too  classical  a 
mind,  not  to  observe  that  the  drapery  of  the  hu- 
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man  figures,  visible  on  the  different  parts  of  these 
remains  of  antiquity,  differs  totally  from  that  of 
the  ancient  Greek  and  Roman  sculpture.  The 
habits  of  those  who  appeared  to  be  military,  were 
evidently  those  of  the  Persians  and  Medes. 

The  stones  which  compose  the  greater  part  of 
these  buildings  are  blue,  but  others  are  of  differ- 
ent colours  :  yellow,  red,  deeper  blue,  white,  black, 
and  grey,  are  employed  in  the  ornamental  parts  ; 
particularly  witliin  the  portals,  and  in  the  A\dndows 
and  pavements.  They  are,  however,  all  pohshed 
to  a  degree  of  transparency,  and  their,  surfaces  are 
as  perfect  as  that  of  a  mirror. 

But  it  is  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  give  you 
an  idea  of  these  superb  ruins.  You  must,  there- 
fore, l^e  satisfied  with  the  outline  that  I  have 
sketched,  and  accompany  Edward  to  the  sepul- 
chres of  the  kings,  that  lie  at  a  small  distance  from 
the  mountains.  Some  of  these  are  in  exceedingly 
good  preservation,  and  highly  ornamented  wdth 
figures  and  warriors,  many  of  which  are  as  large 
as  hfe.  On  certain  days  in  every  year,  great 
numl^ers  of  Persians  visit  one  of  these  tombs, 
which  contains  the  ashes  of  a  venerated  monarch. 
The  father  of  this  prince,  who  was  originally  a 
peasant  lies  near  him.  His  monument  in  refer- 
ence to  his  humble  origin,  is  very  simple,  and  far 
less  decorated  than  that  of  his  son. 
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The  time  for  Mackenzie  to  leave  Sliiraz  now 
drew  near,  and  with  feehngs  of  unfeigned  joy,  he 
prepared  to  journey  back  again  to  Busheer  ;  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Bombay,  and  by  the  first 
vessel  to  England- 

Keed  I  describe  the  joy  mth  which  he  was  wel- 
comed by  his  endeared  family  and  friends,  of 
whom  I  was  one  of  the  party  ?  To  those  who 
are  members  of  an  affectionate  circle,  such  a  de- 
scription were  vain  ;  and  to  those  who  are  not, 
unhappily,  it  is  useless  to  delineate  what  they  can- 
not comprehend. 

But  I  find  that  I  have  entered  so  fully  into 
Edward's  travels,  that  I  have  scarcely  left  space  to 
give  the  continuation  of  my  OAvn  naiTative  of  the 
lands  that  I  have  visited,  the  curiosities  that  I  have 
seen,  or  the  habits  and  manners  I  have  witnessed  ; 
and  as  I  hope  my  young  readers  are  sufficiently 
interested  in  that  part  of  my  stories  which  has 
aheady  been  related,  to  render  them  anxious  to 
hear  the  remainder,  I  shall  now  proceed,  without 
farther  delay,  with  the  account  of  my  own  adven- 
tures. 


CHAPTER  Y. 

My  young  readers  will  perhaps  recollect,  that 
ill  the  first  chapter  of  this  Uttle  work,  I  mentioned 
that  I  had  crossed  oceans,  traversed  mountains, 
and  visited  distant  countries ;  and  in  order  to 
render  my  history  complete,  which  has  been  so 
long  interrupted  by  the  narrations  of  my  school- 
fellows, I  must  beg  them  to  return  with  me  to  that 
period  of  my  life,  when  I  told  them  that,  on  quit- 
ting school,  I  was  placed  under  the  care  of  a  clergy- 
man in  the  country,  preparatory  to  my  being 
entered  at  the  university. 

My  tutor  was  not  only  a  man  of  entensive 
erudition  and  eminent  learning,  but  he  was  also 
a  naturalist,  a  botanist,  and  a  geologist ;  and  whilst 
he  unrolled  to  me  the  vast  stores  of  classical  lite- 
rature, he  unfolded  also  to  me  the  ample  volume 
of  natural  philosophy,  and  led  me  from  the  study 
of  the  sages  and  orators  of  Greece,  from  the 
forum  and  the  senate  of  ancient  Rome,  from  the 
contemplation  of  human  science,  and  art,  to  an 
investigation  of  the  beauty,  the  skill,  the  wisdom, 
and  the  design,  manifested  in  the  insect  that 
10 
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fluttered  in  the  breeze,  the  flower  that  perfumed 
the  gale,  or  the  pebble  that  we  trod  under  foot. 

With  such  an  instructor,  our  retirement  could 
not  be  solitude  ;  for  every  evening's  walk  teemed 
with  amusement,  and  every  pool,  every  hedge, 
and  every  bank,  was  animated  with  hfe  and  mo- 
tion. Nor  was  it  only  in  the  increased  acquire- 
ments of  knowledge,  that  these  pursuits  were  use- 
ful to  me  :  my  curiosity  was  directed  to  proper  sub- 
jects, my  attention  was  diverted  from  myself,  and 
all  the  long  train  of  wants  and  wishes  that  devolve 
on  the  idle,  to  other  and  nobler  objects.  It  is  true, 
there  were  moments  when  my  pride,  and  my  love 
of  distinction  would  manifest  themselves ;  and 
more  than  once  I  was  tempted  to  be  vain  of  my 
newly-acquired  information,  and  to  look  down 
with  contempt  on  others  who  were  less  intimately 
acquainted  with  things  that  were  noAv  familiar  to 
me.  But  Mr.  Elwood,  who  watched  as  assiduous- 
ly the  variations  of  my  disposition  as  he  did  the 
cultivation  of  my  talents,  checked,  as  far  as  in 
him  lay,  these  erroneous  notions. 

"  KnoAvledge,  my  dear  Daltry,"  he  would  say, 
"is,  indeed,  power ;  but  in  proportion  as  our  power 
increases,  our  benevolence  should  extend  ;  for 
whilst  cultivating  to  the  utmost  the  talents  be- 
stowed upon  us  is  a  bounden  duty,  every  new 
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possession  that  raises  us  above  those  witii  whom 
we  commonly  associate,  is  an  imperative  call 
upon  us  to  double  our  diligence  in  using  aright 
the  advantages  conferred  upon  us.  It  is  of  little 
consequence  whether  it  be  learning,  or  wealth,  or 
rank,  that  elevates  us :  each  and  all  incur  an  ad- 
ditional responsibility,  and  each  and  all  must  be 
faithfully  accounted  for,  in  that  great  day  when 
the  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  known — when 
these  splendid  gifts  shall  be  recalled,  and  we  be 
judged  not  only  by  what  wq  might  have  done, 
but  by  what  we  have  done." 

These  were  great  and  awful  truths  ;  and  whilst 
I  contemplated  his  elegance  of  manners,  whilst  I 
felt  his  mental  superiority,  w^hilst  I  knew  his  ac- 
tive benevolence  and  his  practical  piety,  I  neither 
dared  to  deny  nor  despise  them.  No :  they  sunk 
deep  into  my  heart,  and  whilst  I  still  followed  him 
at  an  humble  distance,  I  yet  strove  and  prayed  to 
be  made  more  conformable  to  that  holy  Pattern, 
that  Divine  Redeemer,  by  whose  precepts  I  knew 
he  walked,  by  whose  spirit  I  believed  he  was 
guided. 

In  this  manner,  three  years  glided  over  my 
head,  with  no  other  variation  than  those  occa- 
sional trips  to  the  metropolis  I  before  mentioned ; 
and,  as  I  was  to  leave  him  after  this  vacation,  I 
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determined  to  remain  with  him  during  the  Christ- 
mas hoHdays. 

We  were  sitting  one  evening  round  the  fire, 
and  had  entered  mto  an  animated  conversation, 
on  the  interesting  letters  of  the  younger  Pliny, 
when  a  loud  rap  not  only  startled  us,  but  roused 
Wolf,  our  noble  do^,  from  the  sound  nap  into 
which  he  had  fallen.  "  Who  can  this  be,  I  won- 
der ?"  said  Mr.  Elwood,  and  in  the  next  moment 
the  door  opened,  and  Sidney  Philips,  the  nephew 
of  my  tutor,  saluted  his  uncle.  With  all  the  frank- 
ness and  candour  of  a  sailor,  the  young  lieutenant 
briefly  stated  his  motives  for  this  unexpected  visit. 
His  ship,  he  said,  had  put  into  port,  and  as  it  was 
likely  to  remain  there  some  time,  he  thought  he 
could  not  better  spend  a  few  weeks  than  with  his 
uncle  and  guardian.  He  was  welcomed  with  all 
the  w^armth  of  affection  ;  and  ere  many  hours  had 
passed,  even  I  found  my  reserve  begin  to  give 
way  to  the  gay  good  humour  and  openness  of  our 
new  guest.  His  arrival,  indeed,  altered  our  whole 
plans ;  for  he  was  so  full  of  frolic  and  fun,  so  con- 
tinually devising  new  schemes  of  amusement,  or 
practising  some  joke  upon  om*  poor  simple  pea- 
sants, that  it  was  more  than  his  uncle,  and  as 
much  as  I  could  do,  to  keep  pace  w^th  him.  Then 
he  was  fond  of  visiting,  and  very  shortly  becam® 
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not  only  acquainted,  but  intimate,  with  all  the 
neighbouring  farmers'  families ;  and  what  between 
his  riding  and  shooting,  (for  he  would  shoot,  though 
it  was  often  much  to  the  amusement  of  his  more 
experienced  companions,)  and  escorting  his  friends 
to  the  neighbouring  toA\^i,  he  not  only  contrived  to 
keep  himself  in  constant  action,  but  imparted  a 
somewhat  sunilar  degree  of  bustle  to  every  one  in 
his  mimediate  vicinity. 

He  was,  however,  with  all  these  locomotive  pro- 
pensities, not  only  a  young  man  of  talents,  but 
also  of  observation.  He  had  seen  a  great  deal, 
and  he  had  noticed  a  great  deal ;  and,  as  he  was 
remarkable  for  his  veracity,  and  really  veiy  cor- 
rect in  his  descriptions,  he  afforded  me,  when  he 
would  sit  down  and  relate  his  adventures,  a  very 
high  treat.  I  had  always  been  passionately  fond 
of  books  of  travels,  but  to  hear  from  the  hps  of  one 
who  had  actually  witnessed  them,  the  narrative 
of  the  manners  and  habits  of  men  of  other  cli- 
mates ;  to  hear  him  tell  of  the  billows  rolling 
mountains  high,  whilst  the  ship  rose  and  fell  mth 
them,  like  the  walnut-shell  boat  of  a  boy ;  to  hear 
of  the  groves  of  cocoas  and  spice-trees  that  scented 
the  air,  and  of  tiger-hunts,  and  of  entrapping  ele- 
phants ;  and,  above  all,  of  the  strange  dresses  and 
uncouth  manner  of  the  natives :  oh  I  it  was  far 
10*. 


114  FIRE-SIDE    STORIES. 

more  delightful  to  me  than  I  can  express.  It  hag 
been  said,  that  the  amusing  story  of  Robinson 
Crusoe  has  excited  in  many  a  boy  a  spirit  of  en- 
terprise, and  I  can  believe  it ;  and  so  eagerly  at 
last  did  I  Hsten,  and  so  interested  did  I  become, 
that  I  actually  wrote  to  my  guardians,  to  request 
permission  to  take  a  voyage,  instead  of  removing 
to  college. 

To  this  proposition,  of  course,  I  received  a  posi- 
tive denial ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  that 
I  was  to  remain  with  Mr.  Elwood,  I  left  hmi  with 
feelings  of  deep  regret,  having  first  received  from 
the  sailor,  assurances  that  he  would  forward  me 
regular  accounts  of  his  next  voyage. 

My  time  at  the  university  was  spent  with,  I 
hope,  considerable  advantage  to  myself:  at  least, 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  my  degree  with  a 
portion  of  reputation  that  enhanced  the  pleasure 
of  having  arrived  at  this  part  of  my  career  ;  and  I 
had  almost  acceded  to  the  Avishes  of  my  guardi- 
ans, that  I  should  qualify  myself  for  taking  orders, 
when  the  return  of  Edward  Mackenzie,  as  I  have 
l^efore  told  you,  and  my  subsequent  visit  to  him, 
altered  the  whole  of  my  future  destination,  and 
rekindled  that  spirit  which  had  only  for  a  time  lain 
dormant.  I,  therefore,  again  addressed  my  rela- 
tions on  the  subject ;    informing  them,  also,  that 
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there  was  a  projected  plan  of  an  embassy  to  China, 
and  assuring  them,  that  if,  through  the  means  of 
theii"  interest,  I  could  obtain  a  situation  in  the  civil 
department,  it  would  be  attaining  the  summit  of 
my  wishes. 

Thus  urged,  and  finding  my  resolution  un- 
alterably taken,  my  friends  made  my  request 
known  in  a  quarter  where  their  solicitations  were 
not  likely  to  fail ;  and  as  emolument  was  by  no 
means  an  object  either  with  them  or  myself,  I 
had  at  last  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that  I  was 
nominated  to  an  appointment,  and  I  prepared, 
with  feehngs  of  intense  pleasure,  for  my  projected 
voyage. 

The  only  regret  that  shadowed  my  bright 
prospects,  was  parting  with  Mr.  Elwood  and  Ed- 
ward Mackenzie,  who  both  accompanied  me  to  the 
ship,  and  did  not  bid  me  farewell  till,  with  a  fa- 
vourable breeze,  we  hoisted  our  sails,  and  bade 
adieu  to  the  white  cliffs  of  old  England, 

There  was  but  little  to  attract  my  attention  in 
our  voyage,  till  we  anchored  in  the  roads  of 
Funchal,  the  chief  town  of  the  island  of  Madeira, 
situated  at  the  f  jot  of  craggy  mountains,  and 
washed  by  the  sea,  whose  waves  dash  with  some 
violence  against  the  large  stones  that  cover  the 
beach. 
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My  sensations  on  finding  myself  in  a  foreign 
country  were,  of  course,  novel.  The  houses,  even 
the  poorest,  were  regular  and  stately;  and  in  every 
direction  I  encountered  people  with  faces  wholly 
different  from  those  I  had  been  accustomed  to  : 
friars  with  theii-  black  go-wns,  and  women,  to 
whose  diesses  were  appended  beads  and  a  cnicifix. 
The  great  church  of  the  place  was  magnificent, 
and  mass  was  performed  with  an  almost  dazzling 
splendour.  But  if  I  was  struck  with  the  town  of 
Funchal,  I  was  not  less  interested  in  the  surround- 
mg  country.  In  this  beautiful  island,  in  w^hich 
spring  and  autumn  reign  together,  and  flowers  and 
fiTiit  mingled  in  rich  profusion  at  the  same  time^^ 
hedges  of  myrtles,  roses,  jessamines,  and  honey- 
suckles, uncultivated,  and  in  almost  everlasting 
blossom,  mix  theii-  perfumes  w4th  the  groves  of 
orange  and  citron-trees,  that  every  where  salute 
the  eye ;  whilst  the  larkspur,  the  fleur-de-lis,  the 
lupine,  and  many  other  plants  which  I  had  been 
accustomed  to  regard  only  as  the  inhabitants  of 
the  green-house,  spring  up  here  spontaneously,  and 
diversify  and  add  beauty  to  the  surrounding 
meadows.  Here,  too,  flourishes  the  banana-tree, 
which  gi'ows  about  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high,  and 
is  near  a  yard  in  cii'cumference,  whilst  its  leaves 
are  often  eight  feet  long,  and  two  or  three  broads 
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When  the  plant  is  grown  to  its  full  height,  the 
spikes  of  flowers,  which  are  often  fom*  feet  long, 
appear  in  the  centre.  The  flowei-s  come  out  in 
bunches,  and  each  bunch  is  covered  with  a  purple 
spathe  or  sheath,  which  drops  off  when  the  flowers 
open.  The  fruit  is  about  a  foot  long,  and  nearly 
two  inches  in  diameter.  It  is  at  first  green  ;  but 
when  ripe,  is  of  a  pale  yellow  colour.  The  skin 
is  tough,  and  contains  a  pulp  of  a  luscious  sweet 
flavour.  Grapes,  of  a  flavour  and  size  unknown 
to  our  western  island,  being  nearly  as  large  as  our 
common  plum,  abound  here  ;  whilst  among  the 
mountains,  growing  wild,  and  in  astonishing  luxu- 
riance, are  citrons,  peaches,  nectarines,  melons,  apri- 
cots, strawberries,  figs,  and  a  great  variety  of  other 
fi-uit.  I  have  forgotten  to  mention  a  peculiarity 
in  one  species  of  orange  which  I  met  with  here  ; 
it  is  of  a  bright  red,  and  is  produced  from  the  com- 
mon orange-bud  engrafted  on  the  pomegranate 
stock.  Here  is  hkewise  a  singular  pear,  not  larger 
than  a  walnut,  and  very  crisp.  But  of  all  the 
variety  of  trees  that  presented  themselves,  none 
were,  in  my  eyes,  more  beautiful  than  the  cedars, 
which  graced  the  country  in  abundance.  Well 
may  the  inhabitants  of  Madeira  exult  in  their 
possession  of  this  ornament  of  their  island  ;  and 
well  do  they  discover  their  teiste  in  building  their 
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ceilings,  and  in  making  much  of  their  furniture, 
of  this  fragrant  wood. 

Nor  did  I  derive  my  only  pleasure  from  scenery. 
I  was  never  w^eary  of  admiring  the  serenity  and 
transparency  of  the  sky  at  night,  diversified  as  it 
W' as  with  innumerable  falling  meteors,  shooting 
almost  every  moment ;  and  often,  very  often, 
w^hen  all  Avas  still  around  me  did  I  lean  over  the 
sides  of  the  ship,  and  continue  to  gaze  on  the  clear 
blue  heavens. 

Our  stay  was  not  sufficiently  long  in  Madeira 
to  render  me  acquainted  with  the  inhabitants,  who 
in  general  appeared  to  be  good-natured,  sober,  frugal, 
and  indolent :  particularly  the  men,  who  often  he 
basking  in  the  sun,  or  stretched  at  their  length 
upon  their  floors,  while  their  wives  and  daughters 
are  sent  to  the  distance  of  some  miles  up  the 
mountains,  to  cut  down  broom,  which  they  carry 
in  loads  to  Funchal,  where  it  is  bought  for  fuel. 
These  women,  notA^dthstanding  the  roughness  of 
the  roads  travelled  barefooted  ;  and  the  poorness 
of  their  food,  consisting  chiefly  of  pumpkins  and 
salt  fish,  added  to  the  severity  of  their  labour  and 
the  warmth  of  the  climate,  gave  them  tiie  appear- 
ance of  age  at  an  early  period  of  life.  They  had 
most  of  them  dark  complexions  ;  both  sexes  had 
forbidding  features,  and  Avere  under  the  middle 
size  of  Europeans. 
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Ere  I  quit  the  description  of  Madeira,  I  think  I 
ought  to  tell  you  that  I  here  met  with  the  sugar- 
cane, though  its  culture  is  in  a  great  degree  aban- 
doned. The  cane  in  this  island  grows  to  the 
height  of  about  eight  feet,  and  in  form  resembles 
a  common  reed,  with  a  jointed  stem,  and  leaves 
springing  from  the  joints.  The  middle  of  the 
stem  furnishes  the  best  and  sweetest  juice. 

Whilst  traversing  the  island,  some  of  our  party 
observed  the  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano,  about 
four  hundred  yards  in  diameter  around  the  sides, 
and  at  the  bottom  of  which  were  scattered  frag- 
ments of  lava.  This  gave  rise  to  a  variety  of 
opinions  on  the  subject ;  and  it  seemed  at  last  to 
be  decided  by  the  generaUty  of  my  friends  that 
there  had  been  several  craters  in  the  island,  and 
that  eruptions  from  them  had  taken  place  at 
various  and  very  distant  intervals. .  In  examining 
the  chain  of  the  highest  mountains,  we  could, 
however,  scarcely  discover  any  volcanic  appear- 
ance. The  clouds  frequently  envelope  their  tops, 
and  from  them  descend  all  the  streams  and  rivu- 
lets of  the  island.  Their  antiquity  is  marked  by 
the  deep  chasms  or  gidfs  they  have  formed,  in 
their  descent  between  the  ridges  of  the  rocks,  du- 
ring the  long  lapse  of  time  they  have  continued 
to  flow.     In  the  beds  of  these  rivulets  are  found 
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pebbles  of  various  sizes,  and  large  rounded  masses 
of  silex,  such  as  are  visually  found  in  the  beds  of 
many  similar  torrents  in  the  Alps.  The  soil  also 
of  the  fields  and  pasturage  grounds  appears  ex- 
actly the  same  as  those  of  the  continent,  where 
no  volcanic  fii-e  has  ever  been  suspected. 

It  is  likewise  to  be  observed,  that  no  lava  of  a 
glassy  nature  has  been  discovered  in  Madeira,  nor 
any  perfect  pumice-stone  :  ckcumstances  which 
both  indicate  that  the  highest  degree  of  heat  had 
not  been  suffered  here.  But  it  is  probable,  (and 
here  I  speak  from  the  authority  of  a  gentleman 
well  versed  in  the  subject,)  that  the  bay  or  beach 
of  Funchal,  is  a  segment  of  a  large  crater,  the 
exterior  part  of  which  has  sunk  into  the  sea  :  for, 
in  the  first  place,  the  shingles,  or  blue  stones  upon 
the  beach,  are  all  of  compact  lava :  secondly, 
tempestuous  weather  throws  always  on  the  shore 
larger  masses  of  the  same  blue  lava-stone,  and 
also  a  quantity  of  cellular  lava,  approaching  to 
pumice-stone  in  texture,  but  much  heavier,  and 
not  fibrous :  and  lastly,  the  Loo  Rock,  and  landing- 
place  opposite  to  it,  to  the  westward  of  Funchal 
Bay,  as  well  as  that  on  which  Fort  St.  Jago  is 
constructed,  are  evidently  perpendicular  fragments 
of  the  edges  of  the  crater,  which  have  hitherto 
resisted  the  action  of  the  sea,  by  having  been  better 
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supported,  or  having  more  closely  adhered  togeth- 
er, though  much  worn  by  the  violence  of  the  surge. 
They  bear  not  the  least  resemblance  to  the  neigh- 
bouring rocks  a  httle  within  shore. 

Having  taken  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the 
celebrated  wine  of  this  island,  and  also  a  few 
pipes  of  Malmsey,  which  is  also  made  from 
another  very  sweet  grape  growing  here,  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  voyage  towards  the  Brazils  ;  and 
without  any  material  occurrence,  arrived  safely  in 
the  harbour  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  shores  of  which 
were  diversified  and  embeUished  with  villages, 
farms  and  plantations;  now  separated  by  the 
ridges  of  a  rock,  now  divided  by  a  rivulet,  or  again 
intersected  by  httle  sandy  bays ;  whilst  in  the 
back-ground  rose  an  amphitheatre,  or  screen  of 
mountains,  rising  in  a  vast  variety  of  fantastic  forms, 
but  covered  with  trees  to  their  very  summits. 

I  soon,  in  company  with  several  of  the  other 
officers,  obtained  permission  to  land.  The  streets 
were  filled  with  strong  negro  men,  carrying  very 
heavy  casks  on  a  pole,  and  singing  a  sort  of  unpleas- 
ant note.  There  were  also  negro  women  carrying 
fish,  (fee.  and  we  saw  a  lew  palanquins,  which 
were  drawn  by  two  mules ;  whilst  turtles,  bananas, 
oranges,  papaws,  water-melons,  limes,  tamarinds, 
and  fustic  wood  were  exposed  to  sale. 
11 
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I  was  extremely  struck  with  the  constant  cere- 
monials of  religion  that  were  going  forward.  At 
every  hour,  bells  or  sometimes  skyrockets,  announ- 
ced that  some  solemnity  w^as  performing;  and 
after  sun-set,  the  streets  were  crowded  with  proces- 
sions. At  every  corner  was  stuck  up,  in  a  glass 
case,  the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  to  wliich 
homage  was  regularly  paid  by  those  who  passed 
along.  Alas !  I  fear,  it  was  too  often  the  com- 
pliance with  custom,  rather  than  prostration  of  the 
heart,  that  led  nmny  to  bend  the  knee  at  the  sign 
of  the  cross,  which  was  also  displayed  at  every 
turn. 

I  must  confess  that  the  fine  dark  eyes  of  the 
ladies,  with  thek  animated  faces,  their  hair  hang- 
ing down  in  tresses,  and  ornamented  with  flowers, 
with  their  heads  uncovered,  was  to  me  far  more 
attractive  and  becoming,  than  the  long  cloaks  of 
the  gentlemen,  with  theu-  swords  hanging  by 
their  sides.  And  as  I  sometimes  followed  these 
fair  beings  from  the  churches  to  their  houses,  and 
heard  them  afterward  playing  and  singing  to  the 
guitar  or  harpsichord,  I  could  not  but  wish  their 
minds  were  more  enlightened,  and  that  they  were 
not  so  completely  the  victims  of  superstition. 

One  evening,  attracted  by  the  sounds  of  some 
beautiful  music,  I  unconsciously  lingered  near  the 
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window;  when  the  gentleman  of  the  house  per- 
ceiving me,  came  out  and  invited  me  to  Avalk  in. 
I  could  not  refuse  an  invitation  so  kindly  given, 
and,  thanking  him  for  his  pohteness,  was  sho^\Ti 
into  a  room,  in  which  sat  tlnee  young  ladies,  his 
daughters. 

They  were  handsome  and  unaffected,  and  not 
only  amused  me  with  some  of  their  national  songs, 
but  afterwards  kindly  in\dted  me  to  accompany 
them  to  a  public  garden,  situated  near  the  sea 
side,  and  at  one  extremity  of  the  town.  After 
amusing  ourselves  for  some  time  ^\ath  the  exercise 
of  walking  amongst  the  grassplats,  shrubberries, 
and  spreading  trees,  which  were  planted  in  this 
place  of  pubUc  and  gay  resort,  we  sat  down  to  a 
banquet,  during  which  music  was  playing,  and 
fire-works  were  exhibited ;  and,  after  having  finish- 
ed this  refreshment,  we  again  occupied  ourselves 
in  examining  the  curious  and  fantastic  ornaments 
of  the  place.  In  one  extremity  of  the  terrace, 
there  was,  however,  much  taste  and  ingenuity 
displayed  on  the  ceiling  and  cornices  of  a  summer- 
house,  which  were  composed  of  devices  wrought 
in  feathers,  and  portraying  the  most  beautifid 
birds  proper  to  the  Brazils,  curiously  arranged  in 
their  natural  plumage.  We  remained  tiU  night 
was  very  far  advanced ;  and,  on  bidding  adieu  to 
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my  kind  host  and  his  lovely  family,  I  was  again 
pressed  to  repeat  my  visit,  and  requested  to  add  to 
the  little  party,  which,  on  the  following  day,  were 
about  to  pay  a  visit  to  a  brother  who  resided  in 
the  country.  Anxious  to  have  every  opportunity 
of  examining  for  myself  the  manners  and  habits 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Brazils,  I  readily  agreed 
to  the  proposal,  and,  accordingly,  I  again  joined 
them  at  the  appointed  hour.  Our  ride  was  beau- 
tiful. The  hills  were  covered  with  bananas,  co- 
coanut-trees,  oranges,  lemons,  olive,  coffee,  and 
cotton-plants  ;  and,  as  I  perceived  a  slave  in  the 
act  of  gathering  some  of  the  fiist-named  fruit,  I 
begged  that  they  would  stay  a  few  moments,  in 
order  to  allow  of  my  seeing  the  method  in  which 
it  was  performed.  Round  his  ancles  was  tied  a 
rope,  so  as  to  leave  a  space  of  about  a  foot  be- 
tween them.  Thus  prepared,  with  his  arms  he 
embraced  the  tree,  while  he  rested  upon  the 
joints,  (which  at  short  distances  are  found  upon 
the  trunk,)  not  with  his  feet,  but  by  the  rope  con- 
necting them.  His  body  thus  supported,  he  lifted 
his  arms  higher ;  and  thus  successively  raising  his 
hands  and  feet,  he  quickly  arrived  at  the  spot  from 
whence  he  could  reach  and  throw  down  the  fruit 
below.  The  cocoa-nut  grows  at  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  the  single  trunk,  near  the  origin  of  the 
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great  spreading  leaves ;  and  the  stem,  in  rising, 
somewhat  dedines  from  the  perpendicular.  Sen- 
nor  Antonio,  the  gentleman  with  whom  I  was, 
desired  his  servants  to  fetch  a  few  of  the  nuts ; 
and  having  broken  them,  I  must  own  that  the 
milk  is  pecuharly  grateful  in  this  hot  cUmate. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  a  long  vista  of  cocoa- 
nut  trees,  orange  trees,  (fee.  &c.,  underneath 
which  blossomed  roses  in  profusion ;  but  there 
was  no  verdure  to  refresh  the  eye,  wearied  almost 
with  gazing  on  magnificence.  Yet,  in  the  uncul- 
tivated parts  of  the  country,  I  often  found  the 
luxuriance  was  so  rank,  that  the  whole  space, 
even  to  the  tops  of  the  trees,  was  filled  with  long, 
stringy  shrubs  and  weeds,  so  as  to  make  them 
unpervious  and  opaque.  We  shortly  afterwards 
reached  the  house,  and  were  welcomed  by  the 
master  and  his  young  and  interesting  wife.  After 
having  entered  on  some  animated  topics  of  conver- 
sation, during  which  my  host  seemed  anxious  to 
obtain  all  the  information  he  could  respecting 
England,  he  proposed  showing  me  the  root  of  the 
mandioc,  called  by  us  tapioca.  It  resembled,  I 
think,  most  nearly,  the  horse-radish.  The  mill  for 
grinding  it  was  extremely  simple.  A  horizontal 
wheel  turned  by  horses,  put  in  motion  a  vertical 
one ;  on  the  circumference  of  which  was  a  thin, 
11* 
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brazen  plate,  formed  on  the  inside  like  a  nutmeg 
grater ;  a  slave  held  the  root  to  the  wheel,  which 
grated  it  away,  and  threw  it,  in  the  form  of  paste, 
into  a  receptacle  below.  It  is  then  dried  in  pans, 
and  used  as  a  farina  with  meat ;  and,  indeed,  this 
day  at  dinner,  it  was  handed  with  every  plate. 
The  entertainment  was  conducted  very  differently 
from  any  I  had  been  accustomed  to.  There  was 
a  great  variety  of  little  dishes,  mixed  in  a  manner 
not  very  palatable  to  my  European  taste,  and  only 
two  plates  at  a  time  w^ere  put  upon  the  table  ;  but 
every  thing  followed  in  quick  succession.  They 
regaled  me  with  sweetmeats  afterwards,  and  some 
delicious  oranges,  which  were  here  as  plentiful  as 
apples  are  with  us. 

There  was  but  one  drawback  to  my  pleasure 
on  this  day,  and  that  was  the  sufferings  I  endured 
from  the  stings  of  the  musquitoes,  or  large  gnats, 
which  generally  attack  strangers.  We  staid,  on 
our  return  home,  to  observe  the  manufacture  of 
cochineal,  an  insect  which  forms  a  beautiful  dye^ 
and  which  feeds  on  the  cactus  or  prickly  pear ; 
but  this  little  creature  has  been  so  often  described, 
that  it  would  seem  almost  a  waste  of  time  to  en* 
ter  upon  it  here. 

As  I  had  expressed  my  admiration  of  the  size 
and  vivid  hue  of  many  of  the  flowers  that  we  had 
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passed  that  day,  and  also  of  the  gaudy  plumage 
of  the  birds  which  came  occasionally  in  sight,  my 
kind  friends  offered  to  take  me  the  next  morning 
to  the  house  of  a  botanic  friend,  where  I  was 
shown  many  curious  dried  specimens  of  the  na- 
tive plants.  Amongst  them  was  the  ipecacuanha, 
an  herbaceous  plant,  about  three  feet  high,  with  a 
single  stem,  and  lanceolated  leaves;  but,  as  he 
had  not  preserved  the  flower,  I  cannot  give  you 
its  proper  character. 

As  we  returned  very  late,  I  Avas  invited  to  lodge 
at  the  house  of  Sennor  Antonio.  A  neat  woven 
mat,  with  an  elastic  pillow  placed  upon  a  platform 
raised  somewhat  above  the  floor,  was  all  the  bed 
required  in  this  hot  climate  ;  and  no  other  cover- 
ing was  used  but  a  night-dress. 

Walking  with  my  hospitable  entertainer  one  day, 
I  passed  some  very  fine  cocoa-trees,  from  the  nut 
of  wh ich  is  made  chocolate .  It  grows  about  twenty 
feet  high.  The  nut  is  contained  within  a  rind 
of  a  melon  shape,  as  large  as  a  man's  two  fists, 
with  the  kernels  clustered  in  the  inside.  The 
fruit  grows  principally  from  the  stem ;  or,  when 
found  on  the  branches,  still  preserves  its  charac- 
ter, and  grows  from  the  main  branch,  not  from  a 
lateral  twig.  But  it  would  be  endless,  were  I  to 
attempt  to  enumerate  the  trees  that  flourish  in 
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the  Brazils,  with  a  luxuriance  and  profusion  almost 
incredible.  It  must  suffice  to  say,  by  way  of  ex- 
ample, that  the  rexia,  mimosa,  acacia,  and  fern, 
here  grow  to  the  size  of  large  trees;  and  shrubs,  that 
in  England  requii*e  toil  and  labour,  here  assume 
an  almost  majestic  character,  and  are  found  in  the 
hedges  and  woods  uncultivated,  and  almost,  in 
some  instances,  disregarded  from  their  niunber. 
Wild  pine  apples  assisted  in  forming  the  hedges  ; 
and  the  aloe,  which  grows  to  a  considerable 
height,  is  frequently  seen  amidst  the  branches  of 
the  mangoe  and  other  trees. 

My  extreme  intimacy  with  the  family  of  Sennor 
Antonio  may,  perhaps,  appear  singular ;  and  it  is 
therefore  riglit  to  mform  you,  that  on  the  evening 
I  was  first  introduced  to  them,  I  not  only  men- 
tioned my  name,  but  the  part  of  England  from 
whence  I  came ;  and  I  was  surprised  and  pleased 
to  find  that,  in  the  early  part  of  his  fife,  my  kind 
host  had  not  only  been  sent  over  to  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  superior  classical  education,  at  one 
of  our  fii-st  schools,  but  that  he  had  actually  been 
at  the  same  academy  ^vith  my  father.  To  this 
gentleman  I  was  indebted,  subsequently,  for  op- 
portunities of  pursuing  my  studies  in  natural  his- 
tory ;  and  ere  I  quitted  his  hospitable  roof,  I  re- 
ceived from  him,  not  only  a  beautifully  preserved 
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specimen  of  the  anhima,  but  also  the  body,  admi- 
rably stuffed,  of  the  anhinga,  a  very  elegant  spe- 
cies of  the  mergi  aquatici,  or  divers,  as  they  are 
called  by  the  common  people.  As  these  birds  are 
both  remarkable,  I  shall  make  a  point  of  describ- 
ing them  to  you,  and  first  give  you  an  account 
of  the  anhima.  This  formidable  bird,  which  seems 
armed  at  all  points,  has  also  in  the  front  of  each 
wing,  at  the  second  joint,  two  straight,  triangular 
spurs,  abou^  the  thickness  of  a  swan's  quill :  the 
foremost  of  these  spurs  being  about  an  inch  long, 
the  hinder  one  somewhat  shorter,  and  both  of  a 
dusky  colour.  Its  claws  are  long  and  sharp,  and 
connected  by  a  membrane,  as  in  the  cormorant 
and  duck  .^Liid^. "  Its  tail  is  about  eight  inches 
long;  and  its  wings,  when  folded,  reach  more 
than  half  the  length  of  the  tail.  The  head  and 
neck  are  of  a  yellowish  colour,  and  covered  with 
extremely  soft  feathers ;  the  breast,  belly,  and 
thighs,  are  of  a  silvery  white ;  and  the  upper  part 
of  the  back  is  brown,  spotted  with  yellow,  all  the 
rest  being  black.  The  anhima  has  a  loud,  terrible 
cry,  sounding  something  like  "  vyhoo  !  vyhoo!" 
It  is  never  found  alone,  but  always  in  pairs,  the 
cock  and  hen  constantly  prowling  together  ;  and 
such  is  said  to  be  the  fidelity  of  these  birds,  that 
when  one  dies,  the  other  remains  by  the  dead 
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carcase  till  it  expires  with  hunger.  It  builds  a  nest 
of  clay  on  the  ground,  near  the  trunks  of  trees,  in 
the  shape  of  an  oven. 

The  body  of  the  anhinga,  the  other  bird  I 
mentioned,  with  the  exception  of  the  neck,  is  the 
size  of  a  common  tame  duck.  Its  bill,  which  is 
sharp  and  slender,  is  three  inches  long  ;  the  fore- 
most half  of  the  lower  and  upper  parts  contain- 
ing a  double  row  of  little,  hooked  teeth,  inclming 
backwards  :  its  head,  which  somewhat  resembles 
a  serpent's,  is  not  two  inches  long ;  its  eyes  are 
black,  encircled  Avith  gold  ;  and  its  round,  slender 
neck,  is  a  foot  in  length,  though  the  body  is  only 
seven  inches.  The  legs  are  remarkably  short, 
and  the  thighs  are  feathered.  It  has  four  toes ; 
three  turned  forwards,  joined  together  by  mem- 
branes, after  the  manner  of  ducks  or  cormorants ; 
the  fourth  shorter,  extended  sideways  below,  and 
joined  to  the  rest  by  a  membrane.  The  claws 
are  very  sharp  and  crooked.  It  has  a  broad  tail, 
ten  inches  long,  consisting  of  twelve  feathers  ; 
and  the  w^ngs  terminate  about  the  middle  of  the 
tail.  The  bill  is  grey,  and,  after  its  rise,  a  Uttle 
yellowish.  All  the  head  and  neck  are  covered 
with  very  fine  feathers,  as  soft  to  the  touch  as 
velvet ;  on  the  upper  side,  of  a  colour  from  grey 
inclining  to  yeUow,  and  those  at  the  throat  being 
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entirely  grey.  The  whole  breast,  lower  beUy,  and 
upper  legs,  are  covered  with  soft  feathers  of  a  sil- 
ver colour ;  and  the  beginning  of  the  back  is 
clothed  with  brown  ones,  each  having  an  oblong 
spot  of  whitish  yellow  in  the  centre,  so  that  it  ap- 
pears speckled :  the  rest  of  the  back  is  black.  It 
has  long  wings  covered  with  short  feathers,  spot- 
ted at  the  beginning  Hke  those  of  the  back ;  which 
are  succeeded  by  a  row  of  half  grey,  and  half 
black  ones,  (that  is,  on  one  side  the  shaft,  grey,  on 
the  other  black,)  the  prime  feathers  being  all  black. 
The  tail  consists  of  black  and  shining  feathers 
tipped  ^\dth  grey.  The  legs  and  feet  are  of  a  dark 
yellow,  inclining  to  grey. 

The  anhinga  is  remarkably  cunning  in  its  me- 
thod of  catching  fish;  for,  after  the  manner  of 
serpents,  first  drawing  up  its  neck,  it  darts  forth  its 
bill  on  its  prey,  and  then  seizes  it  with  its  claws. 

I  felt  not  only  gratified,  but  even  affected  by  the 
testimonies  of  friendship  that  were  lavished  on 
me ;  and  although  I  really  am  not  fond  of  mon- 
keys, yet,  when  Fernando,  the  youngest  boy,  a  child 
of  about  nine  years  of  age,  came  laden  with  a 
monkey  that  he  could  scarcely  carry,  but  which 
had  been  domesticated  in  his  family,  and  request- 
ed me  to  bear  it  not  only  to  China,  but  to  carry  it 
to  England,  I  promised  the  affectionate  boy  that  I 
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would  comply  with  his  request ;  and  often,  indeed, 
did  the  gambols  of  poor  pug  divert  many  a  weary 
hour,  and  carry  me  back  to  those  scenes  in  which 
I  had  seen  him  perform  a  variety  of  tricks,  to  the 
no  small  amusement  of  httle  Fernando. 

Alas  !  poor  pug,  thine  was  a  brief,  but,  I  think 
happy  life,  after  thou  camest  into  my  possession. 
He  had  become  so  familiar  with  me,  that  I  one  day 
unloosed  him  from  his  chain,  and  suffered  him  to 
amuse  himself  with  running  about  the  ship.  It 
aftei-ward  was  my  constant  practice  to  unchain 
him  for  a  few  hours  daily,  and  allow  him  to  follow 
me.  Unhappily,  Jago,  for  so  I  named  him,  was 
a  great  munic ;  and  having  noticed  a  seaman  let 
down  a  bucket  into  the  sea,  whilst  my  attention 
was  attracted  to  another  part  of  the  vessel,  he 
seized  a  wooden  basin  that  was  near,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  dipping  it,  when  he  overbalanced  him- 
self and  feU  overboard.  The  sailor  who  had  been 
watching  him  immediately  gave  the  alarm,  and 
every  atempt  was  made  in  vain,  to  rescue  poor 
Jago  from  his  watery  grave ;  and  I  really  felt  a 
degree  of  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  the  unfortunate 
animal,  which  was  augmented  by  reflections  on 
my  own  apparent  degree  of  carelessness. 

But  I  am  anticipating  the  events  of  the  voyage ; 
particularly  as  I  wish  to  give  you  a  description  of 
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this  monkey,  which  may  be  distinguished  from 
the  rest,  by  having  no  thumb,  and,  consequently, 
but  foiir  fingers  on  each  of  the  two  fore  paws  ;  but 
the  tail  supplies  the  defects  of  the  hand,  and  with 
this,  the  animal  flings  itself  firom  tree  to  tree  with 
surprising  activity. 

It  has  five  toes  on  the  hind  feet,  a  slender  body, 
and  a  long  tail.  The  body,  which  is  about  eigh- 
teen inches  long,  is  covered  with  long,  black,  rough 
hair.  These  monkeys,  bemg  extremely  agile, 
they  greatly  enliven  the  forest  ill  which  they  reside. 
In  order  to  pass  from  the  top  of  one  lofty  tree  to 
another,  whose  branches  are  too  distant  for  a  leap, 
they  form  a  kind  of  chain,  by  hanging  down, 
linked  to  each  other  by  their  tails,  and  swinging 
in  that  manner  till  the  lowermost  catches  hold  of 
a  bough  of  the  next  tree,  and  draws  up  the  rest. 

Sennor  Sebastian,  the  son  whom  I  visited  in  the 
covmtry,  also  presented  me  v/ith  a  stuffed  skin  of 
the  preacher  monkey.  This  curious  species  of  a 
curious  race,  is  about  the  size  of  a  fox,  with  long, 
black  hair,  and  a  long  tail,  always  t^visted  at  the 
end.  It  has  black,  shining  eyes ;  short,  round  ears ; 
and  a  round  beard  under  the  chin  and  throat. 

It  inhabits  to  woods  of  Brazil  and  Guiana,  and 
is  the  largest  of  the  monkey  kind  found  in  Ameri- 
12 
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ca.  Its  voice  is  remarkably  loud;  and  it  makes  a 
most  dreadful  howling. 

It  is  common  for  one  of  these  creatures  to  as- 
cend a  lofty  tree,  and  the  rest  to  place  themselves 
on  the  branches  below.  That  monkey  which  is 
elevated  above  the  rest,  sets  up  a  shrill  and  loud 
howl,  which  may  be  heard  at  a  great  distance. 
After  having  harangued  his  companions  for  some 
time,  he  makes  a  signal  with  his  hand,  when  the 
whole  assembly  immediately  join  in  chorus  ;  and, 
on  a  second  signal,  tliey  become  silent,  and  the 
orator  finishes  his  speech. 

Their  clamour,  on  such  occasions,  is  more  dis- 
agreeable and  tremendous  than  can  be  easily  con- 
ceived. These  monkeys  are  very  fierce,  mis- 
chievous, and  untameable. 

In  one  of  my  excursions  wath  my  Portuguese 
friends,  we  fell  in  with  a  party  of  the  original  in- 
habitants of  the  Brazils.  A  love  of  freedom,  an 
intelligence,  and  even  keenness,  and  shrewdness, 
were  discernable  in  their  long,  dark  eyes.  They 
were  somewhat  under  the  middle  size,  but  well 
made,  and  muscular,  stout  and  active,  of  a  hght 
brown  complexion,  with  strong,  black,  uncurhng 
hair,  and  but  little  beard.  My  friends  told  me 
tliat  they  had  endeavoured  to  educate  some  of  their 
children-  but  that  they  always  turned  out  un-' 
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tractable,  and  had,  in  most  instances  returned  ta 
their  original  habits  of  Hfe. 

In  tliis  excursion  I  met  with  that  singular  little 
animal,  called  the  long-nosed  cavy,  which  is  about 
the  size  of  a  rabbit,  has  a  long  nose,  a  divided 
upper  lip,  short,  rounded  ears,  and  black  -^yes. 
The  hair  is  hard  and  shining,  composed  of  a  mix- 
ture of  red,  brown,  and  black  ;  being  of  a  bright 
orange-colour  on  the  rump,  and  yellow  on  the 
belly.  It  has  black,  slender  legs,  four  toes  on  the 
fore  feet,  three  on  the  hind,  and  a  short,  naked  tail. 

It  grunts  hke  a  pig,  and,  resting  on  its  hind 
legs,  holds  it  food  with  its  fore  feet  when  it  eats, 
and  conceals  what  it  cannot  devour. 

It  runs  very  fast,  its  motions  resembling  those 
of  a  hare.  When  pursued,  it  usually  takes  shel- 
ter in  a  hollow  tree  ;  and,  when  irritated,  its  hair 
bristles  on  its  back,  and  it  strikes  the  gi'ound  with 
its  feet.  Its  flesh  is  eaten  by  the  inhabitants  of 
South  America,  who  esteem  it  very  palatable ;  and 
the  animal  is  capable  of  being  domesticated  aud 
rendered  tame. 

"  You  shall  take  with  you,"  said  Fernando,  the 
evening  before  I  left,  "  a  jacupema." 

"  A  jacupema,  my  dear  boy,"  said  I :  what  is 
that?" 

«  Why,  do  not  you  know  the  bird  that  cries, 
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jacu,  jacu ;  ^vith  its  beautiful  crest,  Avhich  it  erects^ 
or  depresses  at  pleasure  ;  and  its  broad  tail,  which 
papa  said  was  twelve  inches  long.  Ours  is  very 
tame :  you  must  have  itj  and  we  can  get  another." 

"  Fernando  in  giving  you  the  appellation  of  the 
country,  forgets  to  tell  you,'^  said  Sennor  Antonio, 
"  that  it  is  a  Brazilian  pheasant.  Walk  with  me, 
and  I  will  show  it  you. 

I  did  so,  and  found  it  to  be  a  bird  about  the  size 
of  the  common  hen,  with  a  plumage  principally 
black,  with  a  mixture  of  a  Utde  brown  and  white. 
The  upper  part  of  the  neck  naked,  having  only  a 
red  skm  over  it ;  the  lower  part  of  the  body,  and 
hind  part  of  the  wings,  composed  of  black  and 
white  feathers,  with  a  black  tail,  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  legs  black,  with  red  feet.  "  I  cannot 
take  it  w^ith  me,  Fernando,"  I  said  ;  "  but  I  can 
cany  with  me  t  he  recollection  of  your  friendship, 
and  I  shall  do  so  too  ;  and  not  only  yours,  but  that 
of  all  your  interesting  group." 


CHAPTER  VI. 

I  auiTTED  the  Brazils  with  feeUngs  of  deep 
reoret,  for  I  had  received  there  a  kindness  and 
fiiendship  I  had  rarely  before  known  manifested 
to  strangers. 

As  I  was  leaning,  some  days  aiterward,  over  the 
side  of  the  ship,  and  dwelUng  on  the  remem- 
brance of  those  from  whom  I  was  in  ah  probability, 
separated  for  ever,  and  rejoicing  in  the  conviction 
that,  however  nations  may  be  devided  by  inter- 
posmg  seas,  or  other  barriers,  benevolence  of  heart 
is  confined  to  no  chmate  or  people,  my  attention 
was  diverted  to  one  of  those  cmious  creatures  call^ 
ed  the  flying-fish,  the  hirundo  of  naturahsts, 
which,  having  mounted  out  of  the  water,  suddenly 
became  entangled  in  one  of  the  sails  of  the  vessel, 
and  was  caught  and  brought  to  me  by  a  sailor. 

As  I  gazed  on  this  curious  native  of  the  marine 
element,  I  could  not  help  recurring  to  the  fable 
which  asserts,  that  its  ambitious  washes  were  pun- 
ished in  their  fulfilment.  Nor  could  I  help  repeat  • 
ing  aloud  the  last  stanzas  of  that  beautiful  poem, 
addressed  by  Mr.  Moore  to  the  unconscious  fish,. 
12* 
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"  0  virtue,  when  thy  clime  I  seek. 
Let  not  my  spirit's  flight  be  weak  ; 
Let  me  not,  like  this  feeble  thing, 
With  brine  still  dropping  from  its  wing,. 
Just  sparkle  in  the  solar  glow. 
And  plunge  again  to  depths  below  ; 
But,  when  I  leave  the  grosser  throng, 
With  whom  my  soul  hath  dwelt  so  long  j 
Let  me,  on  that  aspiring  day, 
Cast  every  lingering  stain  away  ; 
And  panting  for  thy  purer  air, 
Fly  up  at  once,  and  fix  me  there  !" 

But  I  must  not  detain  you  by  telling  you  of  what 
I  thought,  but  give  you  a  description  of  what  it  is» 
The  flying  fish,  then,  resembles,  in  the  shape  of  the 
body,  the  herring,  except  that  the  back  is  flat.  The 
scales  are  large  and  silvery.  The  dorsal  fin  is 
small,  and  placed  near  the  tail.  The  pectoral 
fins,  the  instruments  of  flight,  are  almost  as  large 
as  the  body.  The  tail  is  bifurcated  ;  that  is,  two 
forked.  The  belly  is  white  ;  and  the  upper  sur- 
faces of  the  wings  are  of  an  olive-colour,  beautifully 
spotted  near  their  edges  with  blue.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  life  of  the  flying-fish  is  subject  to  more 
miseries  than  are  usually  ascribed  to  the  finny  race ; 
since,  in  its  own  element,  it  is  constantly  pursued 
by  the  doradas,  and  other  fish  of  prey ;  and  when 
it  attempts  to  rise  into  the  aii*,  it  is  attacked  by  the 
gull  or  the  albatross ;  from  whence  it  only  escapes, 
to  drop  into  the  mouths  of  its  marine  enemies. 
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Accustomed  as  my  eye  had  lately  been  to 
variety,  I  must  confess,  when,  on  reaching  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  anchoring  in  Table  Bay, 
I  went  on  shore,  I  was  gratified  by  the  beauty  of 
the  scenery  that  every  where  presented  itself  to 
my  view.  The  country,  indeed,  around  the  Cape 
is  full  of  rocks  and  mountains  ;  but  their  spacious 
summits  are  clothed  with  rich  pasture,  enamelled 
w^th  a  variety  of  flowers  of  the  most  exquisite 
beauty  and  fragrance ;  and  abound  with  dehcious 
springs,  which  pour  down  the  slopes,  and  meander 
along  the  valleys.  The  intervening  plains  are  as 
beautiful  as  fancy  can  paint,  and  charm  the  eye  of 
every  spectator  who  is  capable  of  relishing  the 
exuberant  productions  of  unassisted  nature. 

As  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  enter  into 
particulars  of  the  various  trees,  plants,  and  fruits 
which  adorn  this  fertile  soil,  you  must  be  content 
with  hearing,  that  there  is  no  spot  in  the  whole 
world  which  has  a  more  cherishing  bosom  for 
vegetables,  nor  any  clime  more  propitious  to  their 
growth.  The  company's  gardens  at  Cape  Town, 
where  we  then  were,  were  elegantly  laid  out,  and 
filled  with  the  choicest  fruits  which  the  benignity 
of  the  climate  can  produce  ;  and  the  finest  flowers 
expand  their  vivid  beauties  to  the  sun.  Even 
Asiatic  and  European  vegetables  thrive  better  at 
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the  Cape  than  in  their  native  soil,  which  is  a  proof 
of  their  favourable  situation. 

I  found  l3ut  little,  comparatively,  to  interest  me 
in  Cape  Town  ;  but  as  it  was  my  intention  to 
examine  man,  not  only  as  he  is  found  congregated 
in  large  places,  where  his  habits  in  general  are 
artificial,  and  his  character  moulded,  in  a  degree, 
into  that  of  his  neighbours,  I  procured  a  guide^ 
and  resolved  to  penetrate  into  the  interior,  and 
gain  an  insight,  if  possible,  of  the  customs  and 
dispositions  of  the  native  Hottentots. 

We  had  not  proceeded  far  into  the  interior, 
when  a  loud  noise,  which  seemed  to  express 
a^ack !  crack  I  drew  my  attention  to  the  spot  from 
whence  it  seemed  to  issue.  On  drawing  near,  I 
found  that  it  jKoceeded  from  the  knor-cock  and 
knor-hen,  wliich  serve  as  sentinels  to  the  other 
winged  tribes,  giving  timely  notice  of  the  approach 
of  danger  ;  for  no  sooner  do  they  perceive  a  man, 
than  the  signal  is  made,  and  the  other  birds  take 
flight  instantly.  This  bird  is  of  the  size  of  the 
common  hen.  The  featl:kers  on  the  crown  are 
black  ;  but  the  rest  is  variegated  with  white,  red, 
and  ash-colour.  Its  beak  is  short  and  black,  and 
its  legs  yellow.  The  flesh,  my  guide  informed 
me,  was  considered  very  delicious. 

The  cry  of  this  bird  gave  me  an  opportunity  of 
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observing  the  blue  bird,  which  flitted  nearly  close 
to  me,  and  which  differs  only  from  a  starUng  in 
its  colour  ;  and  also  the  gnat-snapper,  or  honey- 
eater,  which  flew  from  the  tree  on  which  it  was 
perched,  to  another  not  far  from  the  spot,  and 
which  subsists  entirely  upon  honey,  directing  the 
natives  to  the  stores  of  the  industrious  bee. 

When  the  general  flutter,  which  the  cry  of  the 
knor-cock  had  occasioned,  had  a  little  subsided,  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  word  edolio  distinctly 
repeated  ;  and  on  looking  up,  I  found  that  it  was 
uttered  by  a  bird  resembling  our  cuckoo,  both  in 
shape  and  size,  which  was  sitting  on  a  thick  bush 
not  far  distant  from  our  path.  It  flew  off,  how- 
ever, on  my  approach,  and  I  therefore  could  not 
examine  it  as  attentively  as  I  wished.  "It  derives 
its  name,"  said  my  guide,  "  from  its  frequent  and 
clear  repetition  of  that  word.  But  do  you  observe 
(he  added)  that  beautiful  flamingo,  that  is  stand- 
ing by  the  bank  of  that  river,  which  you  may  see 
winding  through  those  trees.  Stand  still ;  for  if 
the  flamingo  once  experiences  the  tyranny  of  man, 
he  avoids  him  with  the  most  cautious  circumspec- 
tion." I  did  so,  and  observed  its  manner  of  feeding, 
which  was  very  curious.  It  thrust  down  its  head, 
so  that  the  upper  convex  side  of  the  bill  only 
touched  the  ground  :  and  in  this  position,  the  bird 
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appears  as  if  it  stood  on  its  head.  In  this  attitude, 
it  paddled  and  moved  its  bill  about,  seizing  what- 
ever fish  or  insect  happened  to  come  in  its  way  ; 
and  for  this  purpose  the  upper  chap  is  notched  at 
the  edges,  so  that  it  can  hold  its  prey  with  greater 
security. 

At  this  moment  something  alarmed  the  flamingo, 
and,  A\dth  a  voice  as  shrill  as  a  trumpet,  it  rose, 
screaming,  into  the  air ;  and  the  sun  shming  on  its 
beautiful  scarlet  plumage,  exhibited,  indeed,  a 
splendid  sight. 

During  the  first  year,  they  are  covered  with 
whitish  plumage  variegated  with  grey.  In  the 
second  year,  the  whole  body  is  white,  with  a  few 
tints  of  scarlet,  and  the  great  covert  wing-feathers 
of  the  bird  are  black.  TKe  third  year  equips  the 
bird  in  all  its  destined  beauty ;  the  whole  body 
becoming  like  scarlet,  except  a  few  feathers  in  the. 
wings,  Avhich  still  retain  their  sable  hue. 

My  guide,  who  seemed  to  enter  w^ith  interest 
into  my  questions  respecting  this  noble  bird, 
(which  is  of  the  size  of  a  swan,  with  legs  and 
neck  of  such  extraordinary  dimensions,  that,  when 
it  stands  erect,  it  is  upwards  of  six  feet  high ; 
whilst  the  expansion  of  the  wings  is  five  feet  six 
inches,  and  their  length  four  feet  eight  inches,) 
informed  me,  that  he  bad  once  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  nest  of  the  flamingo. 
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It  was  built  in  an  extensive  marsh,  raised  from 
the  surface  of  the  water  about  a  foot  and  a  half, 
and  formed  of  mud  indurated  by  the  sun  or  the 
heat  of  the  bird's  body.  It  resembled  a  truncated 
cone  in  its  figure,  and  at  the  top  it  was  excavated 
in  the  shape  of  a  bird.  In  it  were  two  eggs :  and, 
indeed,  the  nest  is  seldom  found  to  contain  more. 

Every  body  is  so  well  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  ostrich,  that  I  shall  only  tell  you  that 
we  saw  several  in  our  progress.  Neither  shaU  I 
describe  to  you  the  spoonbill,  several  of  which  I 
saw  :  and  which,  from  feeding  on  venomous  in- 
sects and  serpents,  is,  therefore,  never  molested  by 
the  natives. 

But  there  was  an  animal  ran  by  us  one  day, 
which  I  must  tell  you  of.  It  is  called  by  the  Dutch ' 
(a  name  vulgar  enough,  I  grant,  but,  nevertheless, 
sufficiently  expressive  of  its  disagreeable  qualities,) 
the  stinkbingsom,  or  stinkbox.  It  is  shaped  hke 
a  ferret,  and  is  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary  dog  ; 
and,  whenever  it  is  pursued,  it  emits  such  a  horrid 
stench,  that  no  creature  can  endure  it :  so  that 
nature  seems  to  have  furnished  it  with  a  more  ef- 
fectual defence  from  its  enemies  than  almost  any 
other  quadruped.  It  reminded  me  of  the  arum 
crinitu7n,  or  carrion-plant,  a  native  of  this  coun- 
try, the  offensive  smell  of  which  so  effectually  pre- 
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serves  its  blossoms  from  the  rude  grasp  of  the  in- 
vader. Nearly  about  this  time,  I  encountered,  if 
not  danger,  at  least  much  suffering,  from  the  bite 
of  the  scorpion,  an  insect  exceedingly  numerous 
in  this  country.  I  was  eagerly  engaged  in  drying 
a  flower  between  the  leaves  of  a  book,  which  I 
carried  with  me  for  the  purpose,  when,  happening 
to  turn  it  over,  I  perceived  one  of  these  danger- 
ous insects,  that  had  introduced  itself,  by  some 
means,  into  the  knapsack  which  I  carried  at  my 
back :  and  would,  in  the  next  instant,  provoked  by 
the  pressure  I  was  using,  in  all  probability,  have 
stung  me.  Another  day,  my  too  eager  pursuit 
after  a  splendid  butterfly,  had  nearly,  also,  led  me 
into  some  inconvenience  ;  as  I  did  not  perceive,  tUl 
my  guide  came  running  to  me,  the  tree-serpent, 
so  called,  from  its  lodging  principally  on  the  boughs 
of  trees.  It  is  about  two  yards  long,  and  nearly 
an  inch  thick.  It  winds  itself  round  the  branches 
of  a  tree,  and  darts  at  whatever  living  creature 
comes  within  its  reach. 

Often  was  I  amused  and  pleased  with  seeing 
the  varieties  of  the  wild  cat,  darting  along  between 
the  woods,  running  up  the  large  trees,  that  sur- 
rounded us,  or  springing  with  agility,  and  even 
gracefulness,  from  the  massy  boughs. 

At  last,  however,  we  diew  near  to  a  Hottentot 
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kraal  or  village,  consisting  of  about  twenty  or  more 
hutSj  of  an  elliptical  figure  ;  being  formed  by  fix- 
ing several  large  sticks  in  the  ground,  bent  at  the 
top  so  as  to  describe  an  arch,  and  covered  with 
mats  sewed  together.  The  only  opening  was  at 
the  entrance,  which,  although  not  more  than  three 
feet  high,  answered  the  triple  purpose  of  door, 
window,  and  chimney. 

We  were  met  near  the  kraal  or  village,  by  a 
Hottentot,  who  appeared  to  have  just  returned 
from  inspecting  some  cattle  in  a  neighbouring 
pasture.  He  was  of  a  moderate  stature  ;  though, 
perhaps,  among  Europeans,  he  would  have  been 
designated  as  short.  He  was  straight,  and  evi- 
dently free  from  any  personal  deformity  ;  except, 
indeed,  that  his  head  and  eyes  seemed  rather  large 
in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  his  body.  His  lips 
were  thick,  his  teeth  of  an  ivory  whiteness,  and 
his  nose  very  flat.  But  this  latter  peculiarity  we 
afterwards  found  to  be  the  effect  of  an  art  exer- 
cised on  the  infant  Hottentots  ;  so  different  are  the 
ideas  of  l^eauty  in  various  countries. 

Round  the  neck  of  the  young  savage  was  sus- 
pended a  small,  greasy  bag,  containing  a  pipe  and 
tobacco,  with  a  piece  of  wood  burnt  at  both  ends, 
which  I  afterwards  learnt  was  considered  as  an 
amulet  against  necromancy  ;  whilst  on  his  left 
13 
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arm  were  three  rings  of  ivory,  to  shield  him  against 
the  attacks  of  his  enemies. 

Not  only  his  scanty  apparel,  but  his  whole  body 
was  smeared  with  a  mixture  of  mutton  fat,  or 
marrow,  mixed  with  soot;  and  in  his  hand  he 
carried  a  stick  of  about  a  foot  long,  with  the  bushy 
tail  of  a  wild  cat  tied  at  the  end  ;  which  not  only 
served  to  wipe  off  the  dust  from  his  body,  but  an- 
swered the  dehcate  purpose  of  our  pocket  hand- 
kerchief. 

As  he  was  not  only  a  man  of  acknowledged 
bravery,  but  also  remarkable  for  his  attention  to 
his  peisonal  decorations,  he  had  tied  to  his  hair 
several  bladders  of  wild  beasts  which  he  had  slain, 
and  which  were  distended  with  air;  but  his  hair 
also  was  lavishly  powdered  with  a  pulverized  herb 
called  buchu. 

My  guide  instantly  presented  the  Hottentot 
with  some  brass  buttons  and  plates,  and  also  some 
pieces  of  looking-glass,  with  which  he  was  highly 
delighted,  and  he  led  the  way  to  his  kraal.  We 
afterwards  found  that  this  introduction  was  neces- 
sary, in  consequence,  not  only  of  the  number  of 
dogs  that  surrounded  the  huts,  but  also  on  account 
of  the  sort  of  fighting  oxen  called  backcleyers, 
which  being  taught  to  perform  the  necessary 
mancEuvres,  are  employed  in  war,  like  elephants 
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formerly  in  other  nations,  and  are  kept  to  assist 
the  dogs  in  guarding  the  herds. 

On  entering  into  the  hut,  the  furniture  of  which 
consisted  only  of  a  few  earthen  vessels  for  holding 
their  milk,  butter,  or  water,  we  were  presented 
by  the  young  savage  with  some  milk  ;  and  were 
given  to  understand  that  some  meat,  which  was 
then  roasting,  would  soon  be  offered  to  us.  The 
manner  in  which  this  operation  is  conducted  is 
singular,  being  performed  by  fixing  a  large  flat 
stone  in  the  ground,  and  kindling  a  fire  upon  it, 
which  remains  till  the  stone  is  thoroughly  heated, 
when,  the  fire  and  ashes  being  removed,  the  flesh 
is  placed  on  the  stone,  and  covered  Avith  another 
of  the  same  size ;  a  fire  is  then  made,  as  well 
round  the  meat  as  upon  the  stone  which  covers 
it,  and  in  this  situation  the  whole  remains  till  the 
flesh  is  sufficiently,  roasted.  Few  of  them,  how- 
ever, are  at  this  trouble  ;  and,  indeed,  they  seem 
more  generally  to  prefer  raw  meat,  which  they 
tear  to  pieces  with  their  fingers,  and  eat  so  vora- 
ciously, that  the  very  sight  of  them  is  sufficient  to 
nauseate  a  delicate  stomach. 

Nor  was  the  process  of  making  butter,  which 
was  going  on  at  the  other  end  of  the  hut,  and 
some  of  which  we  were  afterwards  offered,  less 
disgusting.     Instead  of  a  churn,  they  use  the  skin 
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of  some  animal,  formed  into  a  kind  of  sack,  the 
hair  being  turned  inwards  :  into  this  they  pour  the 
milk,  and,  closing  up  the  bag,  briskly  agitate  it 
till  the  butter  is  produced,  which  they  put  into 
pots,  with  the  hairs  and  other  filth  adhering  to  it, 
and  keep  it  for  anointing  their  bodies,  or  for  sale  to 
the  Europeans,  as  the  Hottentots  never  eat  any 
themselves.  Uncleanly,  however,  as  these  people 
certainly  are  in  their  Avay  of  living,  they  are  sub- 
ject to  Yery  few  diseases,  and  frequently  enjoy 
sound  constitutions  to  a  very  advanced  age. 

In  the  hut,  I  noticed  some  girls  of  al^out  eleven 
years  of  age,  round  whose  legs,  from  the  knee  to 
the  ancle,  were  worn  rings  of  bulrushes ;  and  my 
guide  told  me  that  they  were  customary  orna- 
ments till  their  twelfth  year,  w^hen  they  are  laid 
aside,  and  their  places  supplied  by  others,  com- 
posed of  small  slips  of  sheep  or  calves'  skins,  the 
hairy  side  being  singed.  Some  of  the  women  wear 
a  vast  number  of  these  rings,  which  are  often  as 
smooth  and  as  hard  as  Avood,  and  are  kept  from 
slipping  over  their  heels,  by  wrappers  of  leather, 
or  rushes,  round  their  ancles.  These  rings  at 
once  protect  them  from  the  briers  and  thorns,  and 
serve  as  a  distinction  of  sex.  Besides  which,  they 
are  said  to  be  used  as  food,  in  cases  of  absolute  ne- 
cessity :  on  which  occasions  they  are  taken  off, 
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bruised  between  two  stones,  and  devoured  with 
great  avidity. 

During  my  limited  stay  in  this  place,  the  wife  of 
my  host  presented  him  with  a  son,  wliich  was 
rubbed  over  with  cow-dung,  that  was  dried  by  the 
sun,  wind;  and  fire.  In  the  mean  time,  some  of 
the  women  gathered  a  few  stalks  of  Hottentot  figs, 
which  were  bruised  between  two  stones  to  express 
the  juice,  and  washed  the  child's  limbs  with  this 
mixture,  to  give  vigour  and  activity  to  them.  It 
was  again  laid  out  to  dry  ;  and  the  moisture  be^ 
ing  entirely  absorbed  or  evaporated,  they  besmear- 
ed the  child  again  with  sheep's  fat,  or  butter,  and 
pow^dered  it  with  buchu,  which  they  imagined  con- 
tained some  very  salutary  qualities. 

I  was  not  present  at  any  wedding  among  the 
tribe,  though  I  heard  that  it  was  attended  with 
some  singular  ceremonies ;  but  a  funeral  that  took 
place  the  day  previous  to  my  leaving,  gave  me  an 
insight  into  another  of  their  ceremonies.  The  re- 
lations of  the  deceased,  immediately  that  the  event 
was  announced,  set  up  such  a  dreadful  screaming, 
shouting,  and  clapping  of  hands,  that  I  was  almost 
stunned.  The  corpse  was  immediately  wrapped 
up  in  the  crossa  of  the  deceased,  and,  after  an 
interval  of  six  hours,  all  the  men  and  women  of 
the  village  assembled  before  the  entrance  of  the 
13* 
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hut,  the  men  forming  one  circle,  and  the  women 
another,  clapping  their  hands,  and  exclaiming, 
"  Bo,  bo,  bo ;"  that  is  to  say,  "  Father,  father, 
father." 

As  the  corpse  was  not  suffered  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  door,  they  uncovered  the  hut ;  and  the 
chief,  or  captain  of  the  village,  having  nominated 
the  bearers,  they  took  the  body  in  their  arms,  and 
set-out  for  the  grave,  attended  by  a  numerous  con- 
course of  both  sexes,  whose  distorted  attitudes,  and 
universal  exclamations  of  "  bo,  bo,  bo,"  had  to  me, 
I  confess,  rather  a  ludicrous  than  a  melancholy 
effect.  Having  deposited  the  corpse  in  the  cleft 
of  a  rock,  (occasionally  it  is  the  den  of  some  wild 
beast,)  they  filled  up  the  grave  with  mould,  stones, 
and  sticks,  to  prevent  the  body  from  being  devour- 
ed by  Avild  animals. 

I  then  returned  with  the  people  to  the  village, 
when,  squatting  down  in  two  circles,  they  again 
renewed  their  lamentations,  till  silence  was  pro- 
claimed by  two  friends  of  the  deceased.  These 
old  men,  having  stepped  out  of  the  hut  after 
giving  this  order,  returned  in  a  few  minutes,  and 
taking  a  handful  of  ashes,  they  strewed  them 
gently  over  the  company. 

As  the  deceased  was  a  rich  man,  and  had  left 
plenty  of  cattle,  his  heir  killed  a  sheep,  as  did  also 
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several  of  his  nearest  relations,  in  order  to  make  a 
feast  for  the  people  ;  and  I  understood  that  the  heir 
was  obliged  to  wear,  till  it  dropped  off,  the  caul 
of  the  sheep,  which  he  placed  round  his  neck,  well 
powdered  with  buchu.  The  other  relations  also 
decorated  tliemselves  with  the  cauls  of  the  sheep 
they  had  killed,  which,  indeed,  is  the  only  mourn- 
ing worn  amongst  the  Hottentots.  I  had  ob- 
served amongst  these  people,  some  individuals 
whose  heads  were  shaved  in  narrow  stripes,  alter- 
nately smooth  and  hairy;  and  I  now  found  that 
they  were  not  in  circumstances  capable  of  giving 
an  entertainment  on  the  late  death  of  a  near  rela- 
tive, and  had  therefore  followed  the  plan  adopted 
in  that  case,  to  express  their  sorrow. 

As  my  visit  was  in  the  midst  of  summer,  I  did 
not  see  the  dress  worn  by  the  men  in  wet  or  cold 
v/eather ;  but  I  found  that  they  then  wore  caps 
made  of  lambs'  skins,  with  mantles,  called  crossas, 
thrown  over  their  shoulders.  The  crossas  of  the 
opulent  are  composed  of  the  skins  of  tigers  or  wild 
cats,  but  those  of  the  common  people  are  of  sheep- 
skin. These  serve  them  for  coverings  by  day,  as 
well  as  for  beds  at  nighr,  as  they  sleep  on  nothing 
else;  also  for  winding-sheets  after  their  decease; 
for  they  are  tied  up  in  these  mantles,  and  precipi- 
tated into  their  graves.     Tliey  secure  their  legs. 
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when  they  stir  from  home,  ^vith  a  sort  of  leather 
spatterdashes  ;  and  their  feet  with  a  kind  of  san- 
dals, cut  out  of  the  raw  hide  of  an  elephant  or  ox. 

The.  better  sort  of  females  constantly  wore  spiral 
caps,  made  of  the  skins  of  wild  beasts.  They  had 
commonly,  I  observed,  two  crossas,  between  which 
they  fastened  their  children  when  they  suckled 
them,  the  infant  just  appearing  above  their  shoul- 
ders. They  ako  covered  their  hips  with  another 
crossa,  which  was  always  made  of  sheep-skin. 

I  found  that  both  sexes  smoked  tobacco.  In- 
deed, their  attachment  to  this  plant  was  astonish- 
ing ;  since,  rather  than  be  without  it,  I  have  known 
them  part  with  nearl}^  all  they  possessed.  Nay 
more,  the  desire  to  obtain  it  actually  overcame 
their  indolence ;  and  I  have  seen  them  work  a 
whole  day  for  half  an  ounce,  and  think  their  la- 
bour well  compensated.  They  are  also  extremely 
fond  of  a  plant  called  dacha,  which  they  mixed 
with  their  tobacco,  and  smoked  till  they  became 
intoxicated.  But  their  passion  for  a  root  called 
kanna,  which  I  have  since  apprehended  to  be  the 
ginseng  of  China,  is,  if  possible,  still  more  ardent. 
This,  indeed,  is  esteemed  by  them  the  most  ex- 
hilarating and  restorative  medicine  in  the  world, 
and  the  smallest  chip  of  it  is  regarded  as  a  valu- 
able present. 
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I  was  present  at  some  of  their  religious  cere- 
monies, happening  to  be  there  at  the  full  moon ; 
and,  in  spite  of  their  acknowledgment  of  the  true 
God,  I  found  that  they  worshipped  the  moon  as  an 
mferior  visible  deity.  At  this  time,  indeed,  they 
expressed  their  adoration  of  it,  by  attitudes  and 
tones  of  voice  expressive  of  veneration,  crying, 
"  We  salute  thee !  Thou  art  welcome !  Grant  us 
fodder  for  our  cattle,  and  milk  in  abundance;" 
and  these  and  similar  addresses  were  frequently 
attended  with  singing,  dancing,  shouting,  and 
clapping  of  hands,  which  lasted  as  long  as  they 
coukl  see  their  deity. 

It  is  indeed  a  singular  circumstance,  that  whilst, 
as  I  before  said,  they  confess  a  Supreme  Intelli- 
gence, the}^  have  no  institution  or  festival  that  has 
any  immediate  reference  to  Him ;  their  adorations 
being  solely  paid  to  the  deities  whom  they  confess 
to  be  subordinate  to  the  First  Cause.  I  spoke, 
through  the  medium  of  the  interpreter,  to  one  of 
the  most  sensible  amongst  them,  on  this  inconsis- 
tency. He  replied,  "That  their  first  parents  had 
so  heinously  offended  the  God  of  gods,  that  they 
had  exposed  them  to  his  curse,  and  shut  his  ears 
to  their  prayers." 

Deceased  persons,  eminent  for  their  valour  or 
Other  quahfications,  were,  I  discovered,  honoured 
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with  a  religious  veneration,  and  several  mountains, 
fields,  rivers,  and  woods,  were  consecrated  to  their 
memory ;  and  I  was  not  a  little  surprised,  one  day, 
at  finding  the  Hottentot  with  whom  I  was  walk- 
ing, stand  still  to  contemplate,  as  my  guide  assur- 
ed me,  the  virtues  of  the  person  to  whose  memory 
the  field  was  dedicated,  and  to  implore  his  protec- 
tion through  life.  This  offering  up  prayers  to  the 
departed,  has  given  an  idea  to  many,  as  well  as 
myself,  that  they  believe  in  a  state  of  future  exist- 
ence ;  but  I  could  never  understand  that  they  had 
any  notion  of  rewards  or  punishments.  Though 
I  know  that,  through  fear,  they  offer  sacrifices  to 
an  unpropitious  deity,  whom  they  called  Tanquoa, 
and  whom,  my  guide  informed  me,  they  described 
as  an  ill-natured,  vexatious  spirit,  whose  malice 
deprived  them  of  rest ;  Avho  was  the  father  of  mis- 
chief, the  source  of  affliction,  and  the  inspirer  of 
witchcraft. 

But  I  think  you  must  now  be  tired  of  the  de- 
scription of  a  people,  who,  though  they  are  curious 
in  their  habits,  are  by  no  means  interesting ;  and, 
indeed,  on  my  return  to  the  ship,  I  found  that  I 
had  quite  extended  the  limits  of  my  ramble  to  the 
utmost,  since  we  were  to  sail  on  the  following  day. 
I,  however,  contrived  after  my  return,  which  was 
early  in  the  day,  to  ascend  the  Table  Mountain ; 
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at  the  summit  of  which,  after  a  fatiguing  and 
tedious  walk  of  three  hours,  I  arrived,  but  the  view 
from  it  by  no  means  paid  me  for  my  trouble. 

I  found,  on  my  entering  the  ship,  some  of  the 
younger  sailors  amusing  themselves  by  experiments 
with  the  torpedo,  or  cramp-fish,  which  is  of  a  roimd- 
ish  form.  The  head,  I  noticed,  did  not  project  from 
the  body  ;  the  eyes  were  small ;  and  the  mouth, 
shaped  Hke  a  crescent,  had  above  it  two  small  holes. 
The  back  w^as  of  an  orange-colour,  the  belly 
white,  the  tail  slender,  and  the  skin  in  every  part 
smooth  and  destitute  of  scales.  There  was  no- 
thing remarkable  in  its  appearance ;  and  yet, 
when  a  gentleman  offered  me  his  stick,  and  bade 
me  touch  the  fish  with  it,  I  instantly  felt  my  limbs 
so  cramped  and  benumbed,  as  to  be  unable  to 
move  them  for  at  least  two  minutes  ;  and  it  was 
nearly  half  an  hour,  ere  I  quite  recovered  from 
the  effects.  I  now,  in  my  turn,  prevailed  on  some 
of  my  friends  to  make  some  further  experiments 
with  it.  I  placed  the  torpedo  on  a  table,  on  a  wet 
napkin.  Round  another  table  stood  five  persons, 
insulated  ;  and  two  brass  wires  were  suspended 
from  the  ceiling  of  the  cabin  by  silken  strings. 
One  of  the  wires  rested  by  one  end  on  the  wet 
napkin,  and  the  other  end  was  immersed  in  a  ba- 
sin full  of  water,  placed  on  a  second  table,  ob 
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which  stood  four  other  basins,  likewise  full  of  wa- 
ter. The  first  person  put  a  finger  of  one  hand 
into  the  basin  in  which  the  Avire  was  immersed, 
and  a  finger  of  the  other  into  tlie  second  ;  and  so 
on,  successively,  till  all  the  five  persons  communi- 
cated with  each  other,  by  tha  water  in  the  basins. 
In  the  last  basin,  one  end  of  the  second  wire  was 
dipped,  and  with  the  other  end  I  touched  the  back 
of  the  torpedo  ;  when  the  five  persons  experienced 
a  shock,  though  not  very  strong ;  I,  not  being  in 
the  line  of  conduction,  felt  notliing. 

Nature,  some  philosophers  are  of  opinion,  has 
endued  the  torpedo  with  this  wonderful  property, 
as  a  means,  not  only  of  defence  against  voracious 
fish,  which,  by  a  single  touch,  are  deprived  of  all 
possibility  of  seizing  their  prey;  but  that,  by  con- 
ceaUng  itself  in  the  mud,  and  seizing  such  fish  as 
are  carelessly  sw^imming  about,  it  may  make  a 
ready  prize  of  them. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

From  the  moment  of  our  leaving  the  Cape  till 
our  arrival  in  Anjere  roads,  my  time  was  very 
pleasantly  occupied  in  arranging  my  botanical 
and  other  specimens,  and  in  keeping  a  jomiial  of 
past  occm'rences.  * 

On  our  reaching  this  station  we  weighed  anchor, 
and,  on  the  following  day,  arrangements  were 
made  for  our  departure  to  Batavia.  As  I  and  one 
of  my  friends  were  anxious  to  take  drawings  of 
the  places  through  which  we  passed,  and  to  add 
to  our  collection  of  natural  curiosities,  we  proceed- 
ed in  doolies  towards  Seeram. 

"  Now,  w^hat  are  doohes  ?"  I  think  I  hear  you 
inquire.  Why,  they  are  conveyances,  somewhat 
longer  than  a  palanquin,  ^vith  a  raised  penthouse 
roof,  built  of  bamboo.  They  take  little  time  in 
constructing,  and,  though  sufficiently  capacious, 
are  not  heavy.  The  poles  are  fixed  in  the  sides, 
and  not  in  the  centre,  as  in  a  palanquin  ;  and  are 
14 
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either  an  entii-e  piece,  or  separate,  according  to  the 
number  of  bearers  employed. 

In  this  manner  we  passed  through  a  wild, 
picturesque  country,  exhibiting  a  great  variety  of 
trees  of  different  species ;  for  not  only  is  the  palm- 
tree  in  great  varieties  to  be  seen,  but  the  sugar- 
tree,  from  whence  the  sugar  used  in  Java  is  ex- 
pressed ;  and  plantations  of  bamboo  are  abun- 
dant. There  are,  indeed,  in  this  country  large 
forests  of  bamboos  ;  one  of  which  is  said  to  reach 
fifty  miles,  forming  so  thick  a  canopy,  like  Gothic 
arches,  that  the  light  of  the  sun  is  almost  entirely 
excluded  at  noon,  whilst  in  its  dark  recesses  lurk 
the  leopard  and  the  tiger. 

Nor  do  the  purposes  to  which  this  wood  is  ap- 
plied, render  its  abundance  less  desirable  than  ne- 
cessary. Houses  are  built  of  it,  and  articles  of 
furniture,  for  almost  every  domestic  purpose,  are 
constructed  of  it ;  and  so  neatly  and  beautifully 
are  they  made,  that  I  question  whether  the  most 
refined  civilization  could  introduce  any  thing  that 
would  answer  the  purpose  so  well. 

At  Chittagong,  where  our  little  party  rested,  we 
were  pleased  to  find  that  it  was  market-day,  be- 
cause it  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
neatness  with  which  the  different  commodities, 
such  as  the  betel-leaf,  the  areca-nut,  sweetmeats. 
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cooling  beverages,  and  fish  ready  dressed,  were 
arranged,  together  with  some  coarse  jewellery, 
and  common  cloths,  intended  for  kubayas,  or  that 
part  of  the  native  dress  which  is  rolled  round  the 
body,  and  comes  down  between  the  legs. 

Proceeding  onwards,  we  were  struck  with  the 
bamboo  bridges,  covered  with  mats,  which  we 
every  where  observed.  Their  lightness  at  first 
gives  an  air  of  insecurity,  but  this  is  by  no  means 
the  case ;  and  in  a  country  subject,  as  this  is,  to 
the  continual  swellings  of  the  small  streams  from 
heavy  showers,  no  other  erections  would  be  equal- 
ly permanent. 

Arrived  at  Seer  am,  we  made  a  short  stay  there ; 
and  then  proceeded  forwards  to  Batavia,  where 
the  rest  of  our  companions  had  previously  arrived. 

The  town  of  Batavia  has  been  so  long  noted 
for  its  insalubrity,  that  few  of  the  principal  or 
wealthy  inhabitants  reside  in  it,  but  occupy  houses 
in  the  suburbs  and  the  vicinity. 

There  is  always  something  to  me,  in  the  slow, 
muddy  progress  of  a  canal,  that  imparts  an  air  of 
dreariness  to  the  scene ;  and  though  here,  the 
quantity  of  vegetation  in  its  vicinity  deprived  it  of 
its  general  character,  yet  the  whole  appearance 
impresses  a  stranger  with  the  idea  of  its  being  an 
unhealthy  spot.     However,  I  believe  the  suburbs 
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are  now  exempt  from  the  former  opinion,  and  the 
charge  is  confined  to  the  town  itself. 

The  Dutch  have  imported  their  national  pecu- 
liarities to  this  place.  Still  they  are  found  to  Un- 
ger  in  the  apartment  over  the  canals  which  inter- 
sect every  street ;  still  is  the  cheroot  their  most 
usual  companion ;  whilst  the  figures  of  birds  and 
beasts,  and  occasionally  heathen  gods  and  god- 
desses, which  adorn  the  villas  of  the  most  wealthy, 
are  as  remarkable  for  their  number  as  their  curi- 
ous assortment.  They  certainly  pursue  a  system 
decidedly  opposed  to  health,  in  excluding  the  ex- 
ternal air,  and  in  closing,  not  only  their  windows, 
but  their  blinds,  on  the  supposition,  that  checked 
perspiration  would  be  dangerous,  and  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  an  even  temperature  of  air ; 
forgetting,  meanwhile,  the  hurtful  tendency  of  a 
loaded  atmosphere,  and  the  increased  susceptibility 
to  disease,  from  such  close  confinement. 

I  looked  in  vain,  among  the  languid  counte- 
nances of  the  ladies  of  Batavia,  for  the  rosy  hue 
that  adorns  the  faces  of  my  own  lovely  country- 
women ;  and  even  the  magnificent  muslin  robes, 
spangled  with  gold  and  silver ;  the  profusion  of 
jewels  in  the  hair;  the  black  tresses,  anointed 
with  the  oil  of  the  cocoa-nut,  and  sometimes 
adorned  with   chaplets,   could  not  rival  in  my 
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eyes,  the  simple  elegance  of  an  English  costume. 
But  these  dresses  were  only  worn  when  they 
went  abroad  to  pay  visits,  or  took  an  airing  in 
their  carriages.  At  home  they  wore  only  a  red, 
checkered  cotton  gown,  descending  to  the  ankles, 
with  large,  wide  sleeves ;  and  the  hair  fastened 
with  a  silver  bodkin,  and  simply  platted.  I,  with 
one  or  two  other  gentlemen,  went  to  pay  a  morn- 
ing visit  to  a  native  lady.  On  the  floor,  at  her 
feet,  was  seated  a  female  slave,  handsomely 
habited,  holding  in  her  hands,  her  mistress'  gold 
box,  divided  into  compartments,  which  contained 
areca-nut,  cardamom-seeds,  pepper,  tobacco,  and 
slacked  lime,  all  mixed  together  in  due  propor- 
tions, and  rolled  within  a  leaf  of  betel,  constitut- 
ing a  masticatory  of  a  very  pungent  taste,  and  in 
general  use.  She  kindly  gave  us  an  invitation  to 
breakfast ;  and  at  an  early  hour,  we  found  tea, 
coffee,  chocolate,  fish,  and  even  flesh  spread  upon 
the  table.  We  had  but  just  finished  this  part  of 
the  meal,  when  the  gentleman  of  the  house  invit- 
ed us  to  the  portico  before  the  door  of  the  great 
hall,  where  pipes  and  tobacco  were  presented 
to  each  of  us ;  and  a  bright  brass  jar,  to  ant- 
swer  the  purposes  of  a  spittoon,  was  placed  be- 
fore us.  I  am  no  smoker ;  and  from  Madeira, 
claret,  gin,  Dutch  small  beer,  and  English  porter, 
14* 
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I  turned  at  this  unusual  time,  with  disgust ;  but 
wheU;  immediately  preceding  dinner,  two  men 
slaves  handed  round  glasses  of  Madeira,  I  found  I 
could  not  refuse  without  incurring  the  charge  of 
affectation.  They  were  followed  by  three  female 
slaves  ;  one  with  a  silver  jar,  containing  rose  wa- 
ter, to  wash  with ;  a  second  with  a  silver  basin  and 
low  cover,  to  receive  the  water  after  being  used  ; 
and  the  third  with  towels  for  wiping  the  hands. 
Dinner  was  then  served.  It  consisted  of  a  num- 
ber of  dishes.  A  band  of  music  played  at  a  little 
distance,  and  several  female  slaves  waited  upon  us. 
Coffee  immediately  followed  ;  and  we  then  were 
invited  to  retire  to  a  bed,  consisting  of  a  mattress, 
bolster,  pillow,  and  chintz  counterpane,  but  no 
sheets  ;  a  muslin  nightcap,  and  long,  loose,  cotton 
gown  being  handed  us.  About  six,  we  rose  and 
dressed,  and  joined  the  ladies  of  the  family,  who 
had  not  before  made  their  appearance  ;  we '  then 
took  a  very  agreeable  ride  with  them,  in  the  cool 
of  the  evening,  to  the  medical  garden  of  this  place. 
Here  I  was  gratified  with  a  sight  of  that  beau- 
tiful vegetable  the  nutmeg-tree.  The  stem,  with 
a  smooth,  browTi  bark,  rises  perfectly  straight.  Its 
strong  and  numerous  branches  proceed  regularly 
from  it,  in  an  oblique  direction,  upwards.  They 
bear  large,  oval  leaves,  pendulous  from  them,  some 


FIRE-SIDE    STORIES.  163 

a  foot  in  length.  The  upper  and  outer  surface  of 
the  leaf  is  smooth,  and  of  a  deep,  agreeable  green. 
The  under  and  inner  surface  is  marked  with  a 
strong  nerve,  in  the  middle  of  the  leaf,  from  the 
footstalk  to  the  point ;  and  from  this  middle  nerve, 
others  proceed  obliquely,  towards  the  point  and 
edges  of  the  leaf.  But  what  distinguishes  most 
the  mner  surface,  is  its  uniform  bright  brown  co- 
lour, without  the  least  intermixture  of  green,  and, 
as  if  strev/ed  all  over  with  a  fine  brown  powder. 
The  whole  leaf  is  characterized  by  its  fragrant 
odour,  sufficiently  denoting  the  fruit  which  the 
tree  produces.  This  fruit,  when  fresh,  is  about 
the  size  and  figure  of  the  common  nectarine.  It 
consists  of  an  outward  rind,  between  v/hich  and 
the  inward  shell,  is  found  a  reticulated  membrane, 
or  divided  skin,  which,  when  dried,  is  called  the 
mace.  What  is  known  by  the  name  of  nutmeg, 
is  the  kernel  ^\dthin  the  shell,  and  is  soft  in  its  ori- 
ginal state. 

The  clove-tree  next  attracted  my  notice,  with 
its  small,  narrow,  oval,  smooth,  tender,  and  aro- 
matic leaves.  The  cloves  are  the  unripe  fruit ; 
or,  perhaps,  more  properly,  the  cups  of  the  un- 
opened flowers.  The  tree  is  one  of  those,  the 
flower  of  which  is  produced  above  the  rudiments 
of  the  fruit.     The  ripe  fruit,  sometimes  brought 
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into  Europe  under  the  name  of  antophyllus,  is 
marked  on  the  top  with  the  remains  of  the  blos- 
som. It  is  about  the  size  and  shape  of  an  oUve, 
and  contains,  under  a  thin,  blackish  shell,  a  hard 
kernel  of  the  same  colour,  which  has  a  deep,  lon- 
gitudinal seam  on  one  side.  The  cloves  are  said 
to  be  cured  by  exposing  them  to  smoke,  and  after- 
ward drying  them  in  the  sun. 

I  examined  the  camphor-ti-ee,  whose  leaves  are 
not  unlike  those  of  the  clove-tree,  only  stronger  ; 
and,  together  with  every  other  part  of  the  tree, 
smell  of  that  substance.  On  inquiry,  I  learnt  it 
is  extracted  by  boiling  in  common  water  the  root, 
trunk,  branches,  and  leaves  ;  when  the  camphor, 
rising  to  the  surface  of  the  boihng  water,  is  easily 
separated  from  it.  I  distinguished  the  cinnamon- 
tree,  not  only  by  the  three  nerves,  which  always 
regularly  divide  the  surface  of  its  oval  leaf,  but 
also  from  the  fragrant  smell  which  is  diffused  over 
every  part  of  the  tree. 

The  pepper,  growing  in  clusters  like  grapes, 
but  only  smaller,  is  found  on  a  creeping  plant  like 
a  vine,  supported  on  a  living  tree.  Its  leaves  of  a 
pungent  taste,  and  of  a  dark  green  colour,  resem- 
bling in  shape  those  of  the  hazel.  Near  to  it,  in 
this  excellent  collection,  was  that  other  species  of 
pepper-plant  that  furnishes  the  leaf  of  the  betel  I 
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have  so  often  mentioned ;  and  which  is  not  only 
chewed  by  itself,  but  serves  also  for  the  enclosure 
of  shces,  or  bits  of  the  areca  :  hence  erroneously 
called  the  betel-nut.  I  have  also  spoken  of  the 
areca-nut,  so  commonly  used  here  ;  and  must, 
therefore,  inform  you,  that  the  tree  which  produ- 
ces it,  is  amongst  the  smallest  of  the  tribe  of  palms, 
but  comes  next  in  beauty  to  the  mountain  cab- 
bage-tree of  the  West  Indies.  The  diameter, 
however,  of  the  trunk  of  the  former,  seldom  ex-^ 
ceeds  four  inches,  or  its  height  twelve  feet.  The 
nut,  when  dried,  has  some  similitude,  in  form  and 
taste,  to  the  common  nutmeg. 

Though,  perhaps,  it  may  be  thought,  that  the 
number  and  variety  of  people  that  I  daily  met 
with  in  Batavia,  must  have  been  extremely  amu- 
sing, yet,  as  I  was  desirous  of  visiting  the  more 
distant  parts  of  the  island,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Ten'-ger  Mountains  having  been  much  spoken 
of,  I  determined  to  bend  my  course  thitherward, 
knowing  that  they  were  the  most  ancient  of  the 
Javan  race  ;  and,  as  my  route  was  a  varied  one, 
instead  of  leading  you  on  step  by  step,  I  shall  no- 
tice the  most  remarkable  objects  that  I  met  with 
in  my  progress,  ere  I  reached  the  place  of  my  des- 
tination ;  for,  if  you  feel  hke  me,  you  would  ra- 
ther hear  of  the  natural  productions  of  a  country, 
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and  the  characters  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants, 
than  the  name  of  every  insignificant  village,  or  the 
distance  between  each,  or  the  exact  Une  of  road, 
laid  down  with  all  the  minuteness  and  accuracy  of 
an  itinerary. 

Java  is,  indeed,  a  magnificent  island,  and,  un- 
like most  other  tropical  countries,  is  abundant  in 
water.  The  soil,  in  many  parts,  resembles  the 
rich  garden-mould  of  England,  and,  when  exposed 
to  inundations,  bears  one  heavy  and  one  hght  crop 
every  year.  From  the  tops  of  the  mountains  to 
the  sea-shore,  it  possesses  six  distinct  climates, 
each  of  which  furnishes  an  indigenous  botany. 

There  is  not  a  plant  upon  the  globe  that  could 
not  be  cultivated  in  Java,  and  the  indigenous  fruits 
are'equal  to  those  of  any  continent.  It  was  here 
that  I  gathered  some  of  that  curious  plant  called 
the  flower  of  the  air,  because  it  has  no  root,  and  is 
never  fixed  to  the  earth,  but  twines  round  a  dry 
tree,  or  a  sterile  rock.  Each  shoot  produces  two 
or  three  flowers  hke  a  lily,  white,  transparent,  and 
odoriferous  ;  and,  as  it  is  capable  of  being  trans- 
ported two  or  three  hundred  miles,  I  wreathed 
some  round  a  stick  which  I  carried,  and  was  de- 
lighted to  see  it  vegetate  as  I  journeyed  on. 

Here  too  I  met  with  the  nepenthes  distillatoria 
of  which  I  had  often  read,  and  which  is  remarka- 
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ble  for  having  a  small  vegetable  bag  attached  to 
the  base  of  its  leaves.  This  bag  is  covered  with 
a  lid,  which  moves  on  a  strong  fibre,  answering 
the  pm-pose  of  a  hinge.  When  the  dew  rises,  or 
rains  descend,  the  lid  opens ;  when  the  bag  is 
satm-ated,  the  lid  falls,  and  closes  so  tightly,  that 
no  evaporation  can  take  place.  The  moisture 
imbibed  cherishes  the  seed,  and  is  gradually 
absorbed  into  the  body  of  the  plant. 

Nor  is  it  in  flowers  alone  that  Java  excels.  Not 
only  roses  and  violets  scent  the  air,  but  raspberries 
grow  wild  in  profusion  ;  pine-apples  are  planted 
in  fields,  and  are  carried  in  heaps,  like  turnips,  and 
sold  for  considerably  less  than  a  penny  a-piece. 
The  mangosteen  or  mungustan,  the  most  deli- 
cious of  all  fruits,  also  flourishes  here.  It  bears 
fruit  and  flowers  at  the  same  time,  is  about  the 
size  of  a  nonpareil  apple,  and  consists  of  a  dark 
red,  thick,  and  firm  rind,  containing  from  five  to 
seven  seeds,  of  which  a  white  pulp,  that  covers 
them,  is  the  only  part  that  is  eaten.  The  fruit 
rests  in  a  green  calyx,  and  its  top  bears  a  corona. 
Its  flavour  has  a  httle  sweetness,  with  a  mixture 
of  acid,  and  it  melts  in  the  mouth  like  whipped 
cream. 

On  my  route,  I  fell  in  with  a  native  Ja\^nese 
of  some  rank,  and  he  was  represented  to  me  as  a 
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man  of  considerable  beauty,  according  to  the  taste 
of  his  countrymen.  He  was  muscular  and  well- 
proportioned,  though  beneath  the  middle  stature, 
undoubtedly ;  and  there  was  a  certain  expression 
of  mildness  and  benevolence,  that,  perhaps,  pre- 
vented my  giving  him,  according  to  my  European 
notions,  the  character  of  ugliness,  to  which,  how- 
ever, he  certainly  made  a  near  approach.  His 
nose  was  flat,  and  his  mouth,  which  was  enor- 
mously wide,  displayed  two  rows  of  teeth  so  ex- 
tremely black,  either  from  want  of  cleanhness,  or 
the  immoderate  use  of  the  betel,  as  to  render  him 
almost  disgusting  in  appearance.  He  was  attend- 
ed by  men  dressed  in  scarlet,  A\ath  bowl-shaped 
coverings  of  basket-work  on  their  heads,  worn 
principally  by  coachmen  and  horsemen,  but  occa- 
sionally by  people  of  all  ranks.  The  gentleman 
himself  had  on  a  pair  of  European  boots  ;  but  the 
handkerchief  tied  round  the  head,  the  tunic,  and 
the  cloth  wrapped  round  the  loins  and  the  lower 
parts  of  the  body,  under  which  were  distinctly 
visible  his  trowsers,  marked  his  station,  and  gave 
me  his  characteristic  uniform.  He  had  also  a  kris, 
or  dagger,  a  weapon  which  neither  a  Javanese  nor 
a  Malay  is  ever  seen  without ;  and  which  is  not 
only  valued  for  its  antiquity,  but  descends  as  an 
heir-loom  in  families. 
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Nor  was  the  countenance  of  the  women  much 
more  pleasing  ,  though  I  did  not  think  it  quite  so 
disgusting  as  that  of  the  men,  with  the  exception 
of  the  teeth,  which  are  equally  stained  and  disco- 
loured ;  and  which,  whatever  other  charms  they 
might  have  possessed,  would  certainly  have  rob- 
bed them  of  much  loveliness.  But  such  is  the 
caprice  of  taste ;  for  these  ladies  are  as  ambitious 
to  paint  theii-  teeth  of  a  jet  black,  except  the  two 
middle  ones,  which  they  cover  with  gold  leaf,  as 
any  of  the  belles  of  Europe  are  to  purify  and 
whiten  theirs. 

As  hospitaUty  is  enjoined  in  Java,  not  only  by 
a  great  variety  of  precepts,  but  by  constant  prac- 
tice, it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  in  entering 
the  abodes  of  these  interesting  people,!  was  always 
treated  with  friendship  and  attention.  "  It  is  not 
enough,"  says  their  book  of  institutes,  "that  a 
man  should  place  food  before  his  guest :  he  is 
bound  to  do  more.  He  should  render  his  meat 
palatable,  by  kind  words  and  manners  ;  he  should 
soothe  him  after  his  journey,  and  make  his  heart 
glad  while  he  partakes  of  refreshment ;"  and,  con- 
scious of  their  integrity,  and  sensible  of  their  love 
of  truth,  to  which  their  adherence  is  remarkable, 
I  invariably,  though  a  stranger  amongst  them,  felt 
a  confidence  and  security  that  I  should  not  have 
15 
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known  amongst  other  oriental  nations.  They 
were,  indeed,  a  gentle,  cheerful,  intelligent,  and 
well-disposed  people ;  free  from  reserve,  and  un- 
acquainted with  that  prejudice  which  difference  in 
religious  sentiments,  unhappily,  introduces  in  too 
many  other  countries. 

I  was  often,  whilst  wandering  among  them, 
struck  with  the  tractability  of  the  Javanese  buffalo; 
so  untamable  with  a  stranger,  and  yet  here  so  do- 
mesticated, that,  like  the  Arabian  courser,  it  will 
allow  itself  to  be  guided  by  the  smallest  child. 

As  I  was  passing  a  grave-yard,  in  my  route,  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  the  sounds  of  merriment 
issue  from  it;  and  instantly  turning  into  it,  I 
found  a  party  of  pleasure  seated  tliere,  enjoymg 
themselves  among  the  tombs  of  their  ancestors. 

On  inquiry,  they  instantly  told  me,  that  they 
believed  the  spirits  of  their  dead  relatives  to  be  sen- 
sible of  their  happiness;  that. they  had  repaii'ed 
thither,  that  they  might  be  partakers  of  it ;  and 
that  they  had  not  only  invited  them  to  share  it, 
but  had  placed  seats  for  their  accommodation,  as 
if  they  were  still  alive.  I  could  not  but  smile  at 
theii-  superstition,  though  less  lamentable  in  its 
effect  than  that  which  heathenism  generally  casts 
over  the  mind.  Lea^dng  them,  therefore,  to  their 
amusement,  I  proceeded  to  examine  the  orna- 
ments of  the  place. 
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Every  description  of  flowers  was  to  be  found  ia 
this  blooming  cemetry.  Samboja,  or  kamboja- 
trees,  were  planted  by  the  sides  of  the  graves,  and 
sulasi  flowers  strewed  over  them  several  times  in 
the  year.  These  flowers  have  a  sweet  scent,  and 
are  reared  exclusively  for  that  purpose.  In  another 
part  of  the  same  grave-yard,  I  found  an  image  of 
leaves,  ornamented  with  variegated  flowers,  in  the 
human  form,  supported  by  the  clothes  of  the  de- 
ceased. Before  this  figLue  was  placed  a  pot  of  in- 
cense, into  which  were  thrown  garlands  of  flowers, 
which  were  burninsf ;  and  around  it  I  observed  a 
small  party  of  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  sitting 
at  a  feast,  and  invoking  a  blessing  on  themselveSj 
their  houses,  and  lands. 

Another  day's  journey  brought  me  to  the  object 
of  my  research.  I  found  it  to  consist  of  about 
forty  villages,  the  houses  of  which  differed  very 
much,  in  structure  and  materials,  from  those  of 
other  Javanese  buildings  ;  and,  instead  of  being 
shaded  by  trees,  they  are  built  on  open  and  spa- 
cious terraces.  Their  abodes  were  certainly  in 
the  most  romantic  part  of  the  island,  and  each  of 
their  villages  has  its  chief,  who  is  selected  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  four  priests. 

I  inquired  into  the  nature  of  their  faith  and 
worship,  and  found  that  it  was  Hindu ;  that  the 
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duty  of  their  priest  consisted  in  preserving  the 
records  of  the  village,  and  their  history  of  the  origin 
of  the  world,  in  disclosing  the  attributes  of  Deity, 
and  in  performing  the  duties  of  their  religion. 

I  asked  what  punishments  they  attached  to  the 
crimes  of  theft  and  adultery.  They  repUed,  that 
they  had  no  punishments,  for  those  crimes  were 
unknown  in  the  mountains ;  and  that  if  any  one 
acted  in  an  improper  manner,  he  was  reproved  for 
it  by  the  chief  of  the  village,  and  that  was  sufficient 
punishment.  Oh !  how  I  longed  that  tlie  pure 
hght  of  the  gospel  should  still  farther  enlighten 
the  minds  of  this  benighted  people,  and  that  they 
should  "  see  this  star  in  the  east  and  worship  it." 
The  number  of  this  tribe,  I  understood,  amounted 
to  about  one  thousand  two  hundred.  They  mar^ 
ry  amongst  themselves,  and  are  extremely  anx- 
ious to  preserve  their  purity  of  blood.  I  left  them, 
impressed  w^ith  sentiments  of  regard  and  admira- 
tion of  their  simplicity,  and^again  retraced  my 
steps  towards  Batavia.     • 

The  Javanese  love  of  trees,  and  their  taste  for 
the  cultivation  of  their  gardens,  certainly  add 
much  to  the  effect  of  the  scenery.  This  love  may 
be  observed  in  the  number  of  cocoas  which  they 
plant ;  for  whenever  a  native  has  a  child  born,  he 
immediately  plants  a  tree  of  this  kind,  which  adds 
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a  circle  every  year  to  its  bark,  indicating  the  age 
of  the  tree,  and  also  that  of  the  child,  who,  in 
consequence,  regards  his  cocoa  with  affection 
thi'oughout  his  Ufe. 

The  peasantry  of  Java  have,  indeed,  in  many 
districts,  gardens  attached  to  their  cottages,  which 
are  exempt  from  contributions  of  every  kind.  In 
the  regency  of  Hedn,  I  understood,  they  were  so 
extensive  as  to  constitute  one-tenth  of  the  district. 
The  cotters  not  only  plant  these  gardens  with  ve- 
getables, but  experience  no  small  deUght  in  sitting 
under  the  shade  of  their  trees  with  their  families. 
Some  of  these  cottages  are  so  luxuriantly  embow- 
ered, with  foliage  of  evergreens,  that  they  cannot 
be  discerned,  till  a  traveller  stands  at  the  very 
door  ;  and  so  beautiful  do  these  groups  make  the 
country,  that  the  clumps  that  diversify  the  most 
skilfully  arranged  park,  can  bear  no  comparison 
with  them  in  picturesque  effect. 

On  my  return  to  Batavia,  I  found  that,  during 
my  absence,  a  gentleman  of  our  vessel  had  made 
an  expedition  to  the  district  of  Sundha,  wher^ 
'  manners  and  customs  prevail  that  bear  no  very 
distant  resemblance  to  the  patriarchal  ages.  The 
villages  constitute  detached  societies,  under  a  priest 
or  chief  Harmony  prevails  entire  in  these  com- 
munities, though  one  village  occasionally  disputes 
15* 
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^vith  another.  Great  deference  is  paid  to  age ; 
the  commands  of  parents  and. superiors  are  strictly 
obeyed.  They  hold  each  other  in  great  esteem, 
pride  themselves  upon  good  or  great  deeds  per- 
formed by  their  kindred  or  neighbours,  and  have 
a  great  veneration  for  the  tombs,  ashes,  and  memo- 
ries of  their  ancestors.  They  are  honest,  ingenu- 
ous, and  kind-hearted;  faithful  in  their  engage- 
ments, and  extremely  cleanly  in  their  persons. 
Hospitality  Is  not  only  enjoined  by  many  striking 
precepts,  but  zealously  practised ;  and  they  are  ex? 
ti'emely  susceptible  of  the  shame  arising  from  a 
dishonest  or  unjust  action.  They  rise  before  the 
sun,  go  soon  after  into  the  rice-fields  with  their 
buffaloes,  return  home  about  ten,  bathe,  and  take 
their  morning's  meal.  During  the  heat  of  the 
day,  they  occupy  themselves,  under  the  shade  of 
trees,  in  making  or  mending  their  implements  of 
husbandry,  or  in  forming  baskets.  About  four, 
they  again  go  to  the  fields  with  their  buffaloes ;  at 
six,  they  return  and  take  their  supper.  Then  they 
form  themselves  into  small  parties,  and  the  whole 
village  exhibits  a  picture  of  quiet  enjoyment. 

Such  was  the  portrait  drawn  by  my  friend.  I 
wished  that  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  extend  my 
visit  thitherward,  but  that  I  knew  to  be  impossible. 
I  must,  however^  not  omit  mentioning  to  you  a 
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natural  curiosity,  that  I  met  Avith  in  my  tour  ;  I 
mean  the  edible  swallow,  which  is  said  to  form  its 
nest  of  its  own  secretions.     Its  glands  are  formed 
in  a  manner  pecuHar  to  its  species.     A  mem- 
branous tube*  surrounds  the  duct  of  each  gastric 
gland,  Avhich,  after  projecting  a  Uttle  way  into  the 
gullet,  splits  into  separate  portions,  like  the  petals 
of  a  flower.     The  nest  which  it  forms,  has,  from 
time  unmemorial,  been  an  article  of  commerce 
between  Java  and  China.     It  is  esteemed  a  great 
luxury;  but  whether  from  prejudice,  or  want  of 
epicurean  palate,  I  must  confess  that  they  were 
too  gelatinous  and  insipid  to  suit  me,  even  with 
the  addition  of  eggs  and  shrimps.     These  birds 
are  supposed  to  live  principally  on  flies,   gnats, 
musquitoes,  and  other  insects.     The  nests   ad- 
here to  each  other,  and  to  the  sides  of  the  caves 
in  the  cliffs,  where  they  build,  mostly  in  rows, 
without  any  break  or  interruption.     They  were 
flying  about  in  considerable  numbers  round  the 
rocks,  where  I  observed  them ;   and  I  was  told 
that  they  were  small  grey  birds,  with  white  bel- 
lies ;  but  their  flight  is  so  quick,  that  they  escaped 
the  shot  fired   at   them.     Their   wide   opening 
beaks  are  particularly  adapted  for  catching  their 
food.     Their  principal  enemy  is  the  kite,  which 

♦  See  Raffles'  History  of  Java. 
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often  intercepts  them  in  their  passage  to  and  from 
the  caverns,  which  are  generally  surrounded  with 
rocks  of  gi-ey  hmestone  or  white  marble. 

The  nests  are  placed  in  horizontal  rows  at  dif- 
ferent depths,  from '  fifty  to  five  hundred  feet. 
The  colour  and  value  of  the  nests  depend  on  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  insects  caught^  and 
perhaps  also  on  the  situation  where  they  are  built. 
Their  value  is  chiefly  determined  by  the  uniform 
fineness  and  delicacy  of  their  texture  ;  those  that 
are  white  and  transparent  being  most  esteemed, 
and  often  fetching  in  China  their  weight  in  silver. 
These  nests  are  a  considerable  object  of  traffic 
among  the  Javanese,  and  many  are  employed  in 
it  from  their  infancy. 

The  birds  having  spent  nearly  two  months  in 
preparing  their  nests,  lay  each  two  eggs,  which  are 
hatched  in  about  fifteen  days.  When  the  young 
birds  become  fledged,  it  is  thought  time  to  seize 
upon  their  nests,  w hich  is  done  regularly  tluice  a 
year,  and  is  effected  by  means  of  ladders  of  bam- 
boo and  reeds,  by  which  the  people  descend  into 
the  cavern ;  but  when  it  is  very  deep,  rope-ladders 
are  preferred.  This  operation  is  attended  with 
much  danger,  and  several  break  their  necks  in  the 
attempt.  The  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  ge- 
nerally employed  in  it,  begin  always  by  sacrificing 
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a  buffalo ;  which  custom  is  constantly  observed  by 
the  Javanese,  on  the  eve  of  every  extraordinary 
enterprise.  They  also  pronounce  some  prayers, 
anoint  themselves  with  sweet-scented  oil,  and 
smoke  the  entrance  of  the  cavern  with  gum  ben- 
jamin. Near  some  of  these  caverns,  a  tutelar  god- 
dess is  worshipped,  whose  priest  burns  incense,  and 
lays  his  protecting  hand  upon  every  person  pre- 
paring to  descend  into  the  cavern.  A  flambeau 
is  carefully  prepared  at  the  same  time,  v/ith  a  gum 
which  exudes  from  a  tree  growing  in  the  vicinity, 
and  is  not  easily  extinguished  by  fixed  air  or  sub- 
terraneous vapours.  The  swallow  which  builds 
these  nests,  is  described  as  not  having  its  tail- 
feathers  marked  with  white  spots,  which  is  a  cha- 
racter attributed  to  it  by  Linnseus ;  and  it  is  possi- 
ble that  there  are  two  species  or  varieties  of  the 
swallow,  the  nests  of  which  are  alike  valuable. 

Before  I  leave  Batavia,  I  must  mention  that  I 
saw  in  the  governor's  house  there,  (and  indeed  it 
was  the  most  familiar  bird,)  the  crown  bird.  He 
had  also  two  cassowaries,  w^hich,  though  long  in 
his  possession,  and  having  the  appearance  of 
tameness,  sometimes  betrayed  the  fierceness  of 
their  nature,  attacking  with  their  strong  bill  those 
who  approached  too  near  them. 


CHAPTER  ym. 

After  leaving  Batavia  we  sailed  along  by  the 
island  of  Sumatra,  where  forests  of  mangroves 
extended  their  roots  in  a  curved  direction  into  the 
water,  from  different  parts  of  the  trunk  ;  forming 
arches  to  some  distance,  until  they  reach  the  bot- 
tom, covered  by  the  sea.  Flashes  of  almost  inter- 
mitting lightning  were  seen  nightly,  though  but 
little  thunder  Avas  heard ;  whilst  the  phosphoric 
light,  perceived  upon  striking  with  the  oar,  or  touch- 
ing a  wave  with  the  hand,  was  not  more  brilliant 
than  the  sparks  emitted  by  the  myriads  of  fire- 
flies on  shore,  that  hned  the  coast.  Nothing  worth 
notice  occurred  to  us  as  we  passed  the  several 
other  islands,  till  we  reached  Turon,  situated  in 
Cochin  China  ;  and  where  I  shall  only  detain  you 
a  few  moments,  just  to  tell  you  that,  on  going  on 
shore,  we  were  extremely  amused  with  seeing  the 
method  practised  in  playing  at  shuttlecock.  In- 
stead of  using  a  battledoor,  as  is  the  custom  you 
know,  in  England,  or  making  use  of  the  hand,  and 
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arm,  they  stood  seven  or  eight  in  a  circle,  and, 
after  running  a  short  race,  and  springing  from  the 
floor,  they  met  the  descending  shuttlecock  with 
the  sole  of  their  foot,  and  drove  it  up  again  with 
force  high  into  the  air.     The  game  was  kept  up 
with  much  animation,  and  seldom  did  the  players 
miss  their  stroke,  or  give  it  a  wrong  direction. 
The  shuttlecock  was  made  of  a  piece  of  dried 
skin  rolled  round,  and  liound  with  strings.     Into 
this  skin  were  inserted  three  feathers,  spreading 
out  at  top,  but  so  near  to  each  other,  where  they 
were  stuck  into  the  skin,  as  to  pass  through  the 
holes,  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  inch  square, 
which  were  a;lways  made  in  the  centre  of  Cochin 
cop^^r  coins.     We  made  one  or  two  awkward  at- 
tempts at  the  game,  not  only  to  our  own  confu- 
sion, but  much  to  the  amusement  of  the  natives. 
The  feet,  indeed,  assist,  amongst  these  ingenious 
people,  as  auxiliaries  to  the  hands,  in  the  exercise 
of  many  trades,  particularly  that  of  boat-building. 
In  steering  our  course  towards  the  "  Celestial 
Empire,"  as  it  is  termed,  we  passed  the  islands  of 
Chu-san,  where  we  saw,  for  the  first  time,  the  cele- 
brated little  feet  of  the  Chinese  women.     Fash- 
ion may  reconcile  to  the  eye  of  a  native  this  bar- 
barous and  ungraceful  deformity ;  but  to  a  foreign- 
er, nothing  can  appear  more  preposterous — more 
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detrimental  to  health — more  opposed  to  real  beau- 
ty. But  I  must  not  detain  you  with  a  narrative 
of  every  event,  or  of  every  scene  that  arrested  our 
progress  ;  but  shall  only  describe  to  you  a  curious 
punishment  we  saw  inflicted  one  morning,  when 
near  the  place  of  our  destination,  and  then  hasten 
with  you  to  the  harbour  of  Tien-sing,  situated  in 
China,  where  we  weighed  anchor,  and  remained 
some  days  ere  our  final  disembarkation. 

This  punishment  w^as  called  face-slapping,  and 
appeared  to  us  extremely  cruel.  The  hair  of  the 
unfortunate  culprit  was  twisted  till  his  eyes  almost 
started  from  their  sockets  ;  whilst  the  executioner, 
with  a  short  piece  of  hide,  about  an  inch  wide, 
much  to  the  amusement,  apparently,  of  himself 
and  the  spectators,  inflicted  with  it  several  blows 
on  his  cheeks,  which  appeared  to  be  very  much 
distended.  We  understood  the  punishment  was 
inflicted  for  theft;  and  though  w^e,  of  course, 
reprobated  the  crime,  we  could  not  but  feel  for  the 
suflferings  of  the  thief 

It  was  evening  when  we  entered  Tien-sing,  the 
evening  too,  of  the  feast  of  lanterns,  and  every 
house,  every  temple,  even  the  very  shores  of  the 
sea,  were  hung  with  lanterns  of  every  size  and 
hue ;  shedding  their  illumination  on  all  the  scene, 
and  displaying,  on  the  transparent  silk  of  which 
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they  were  composed,  devices  of  flowers,  animals, 
and  various  other  paintings.  In  some  of  them 
were  placed  lamps,  in  others  wax  candles ;  and 
the  light  they  gave  came  to  us  with  a  softness,  yet 
brilliancy,  I  cannot  forget ;  while  their  fixed 
streamers  of  satin  and  of  silk  waved  in  the  even- 
ing breeze,  and  now  and  then  cmied  round  the 
curious  piece  of  wood-work  that  was  placed  over 
the  top.  Some  lanterns  were  also  composed  of 
horn,  curiously  cemented  together,  so  as  to  appear 
of  one  piece.  They  are  so  clear,  that  I  at  first 
mistook  them  for  glass :  some  of  them  are  about 
two  feet  in  diameter,  and  in  the  form  of  a  cylin- 
der, with  the  ends  rounded  off,  and  the  edges 
meeting  in  the  point  to  which  the  suspending  cords 
were  tied.  Around  us  were  ranged  a  vast  num- 
ber of  fishing-boats,  each  displaying  its  little  light ; 
whilst  the  sound  of  the  gong  (produced  by  strik- 
ing with  wooden  mallets  circular  rimed  plates  of 
copper,  mixed  with  tin  or  zinc,  to  render  it  sono- 
rous) accompanying  the  offering  to  the  tutelary 
deity  of  each  vessel,  produced  an  effect  altogether 
novel  and  striking. 

I  rose  the  next  day  with  the  first  beams  of  the 

sun,  and,  on  coming  on  deck,  I  was  surprised  to 

hear  the  sounds  of  merriment  at  so  early  an  hour. 

I  soon  found,  however,  that  it  came  from  some 

16 
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young  midshipmen,  who  were  watching  the  me- 
thod of  fishing  as  pursued  by  the  Chinese,  and 
were  as  much  interested  in  the  actions  of  the  birds 
employed,  as  they  probably  would  have  been  at  a 
chase  in  England.  Having  watched  the  men 
make  several  turns  mth  theu*  boats,  we  suddenly 
saw  them  beat  the  water  with  one  of  their  oars, 
and  instantly,  to  our  surprise,  we  observed  the 
buds  perched  on  the  prow  of  each  vessel  disperse 
themselves,  plunge  into  the  river,  and  seize  by  the 
middle  what  fish  they  could ;  then  rising  to  the 
surface,  carry  its  captive  to  the  boat  to  which  it 
belonged.  But  what  was  the  most  diverting  to 
the  younger  part  of  our  crew,  was  the  assistance 
which  these  well-trained  bii-ds  rendered  to  each 
other.  When  the  prize  taken  Avas  rather  too 
large  for  one  to  secure,  another  of  its  comrades 
would  then  fly  towards  its  overpowered  friend, 
take  the  prey  by  the  tail,  whilst  the  other  support- 
ed the  head,  and  thus  bear  the  burden  to  their 
master,  whicli  he  received.  They  prevent  the 
captor  from  swallowing  it,  by  means  of  a  ring 
placed  on  the  gullet  for  the  purpose  :  this  was  re- 
moved when  the  fishing  was  done,  and  the  birds 
received  their  allowance. 

A  few  hours  after  this  scene  had  finished,  and 
just  as  our  men  had  cleaned  the  decks,  we  perceiv- 
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ed  a  boat  rowing  towards  us  ;  and  on  its  reaching 
us,  we  were  presented  with  some  visiting  tickets, 
composed  of  slips  of  paper  of  a  red  colour,  eigh- 
teen inches  long  by  six  \vide,  on  which  w^ere  in- 
scribed the  names  and  titles  of  the  mandarins,  who 
were  about  to  pay  us  the  compliment  of  a  call ;  and 
shortly  afterward  we  observ^ed  one  of  the  flat-bot- 
tomed boats  of  the  country  making  towards  us. 

In  a  sort  of  Avell,  for  there  w^as  no  cabin,  were 
seated  two  Chinese,  in  the  costume  of  their  coun- 
try, black  and  violet  dresses,  with  a  small  cap  on 
their  heads,  in  form  of  a  tunnel,  made  of  cane, 
lined  with  satin,  and  terminated  by  a  tuft  of  red 
hay',  with  globular  buttons  or  balls  fixed  in  the 
cap.  As  these  buttons  are  considered  marks  of 
rank,  and  as  the  wearers  are  divided  into  nine 
orders,  I  shall  give  them  to  you,  in  the  precedence 
they  assume  in  China  :  viz.  ruby,  red,  worked  co- 
ral, smooth  coral,  pale  blue,  dark  blue,  crystal, 
ivory,  and  gold  ;  and  yet  so  far  is  the  civil  capacity 
estimated  above  the  military,  that  I  have  witnessed 
more  than  once,  a  mandarin  with  only  a  wiiite 
button,  take  the  upper  hand  of  the  military  coral. 
Accustomed,  as  our  sailors  were,  to  the  sea,  it 
was  with  some  difficulty  that  they  restrained  their 
risible  muscles,  w^hen  observing  the  fear  that  was 
painted  in  the  countenance  of  our  two  guests,  on 
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being  placed  in  the  chair  that  was  to  draw  them 
up  into  tlie  ship.  But  their  vanity  was  flattered 
afterward,  in  understanding  that  the  visiters  were 
not  a  little  gratified  by  the  orderly  conduct  and 
martial  appearance  exhibited  upon  the  deck  of 
our  vessel.  They  were  sensible,  intelligent  men ; 
and  gesture  often  supplied  an  explanation,  ere  the 
expressions  were  rendered  into  the  different  lan- 
guages by  the  interpreter.  We  paid  them  every 
attention  that  was  in  our  power  ;  and  as  the' seat 
of  honour  in  China  is  on  the  left  hand,  we  endea- 
voured to  distinguish  the  difference  in  their  rank, 
and  to  place  them  accordingly.  This,  indeed,  was 
easily  done  ;  since  one  was  decorated  with  a  blue 
button,  and  the  other  wore  a  rub}^  The  last  gen- 
tleman, indeed,  was  graced  with  a  peacock's  fea- 
ther ;  a  mark  of  distinction  bestowed  upon  him 
in  consecjuence  of  his  mihtary  services,  which  was 
presented  to  him  by  the  emperor,  with  orders  to 
wear  it  pendant  from  his  bonnet.  Sometimes  three 
of  these  feathers,  placed  in  an  agate  tube,  and 
worn  pendant,  are  conferred ;  and  happy  indeed 
is  he,  yes,  thrice  happy,  who  attains  such  a 
favoured  eminence. 

Our  visiters  did  not  leave  us  till  late,  and,  after 
their  departure,  it  being  a  beautiful  night,  we 
were  again  entertained  with  another  method  of 
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fishing,  pursued  at  this  late  hour  ;  and,  as  I  think 
you  would  be  amused  with  the  recital,  I  shall  give 
it.  On  the  edges  of  a  long  narrow  boat,  they  nail 
in  a  sloping  direction,  a  board  of  about  two  feet 
wide,  which,  from  its  shining  hue,  represents  the 
colour  of  the  sea  at  moonUght,  the  only  time  this 
method  of  fishing  is  practised.  The  fish,  mistak- 
ing the  plank  for  the  water,  throw  themselves 
upon  it,  and  fall  into  the  boat,  and  thus  the  booty 
is  secured.  The  following  day  was  fixed  for  our 
party  to  land,  and  the  barge,  allotted  to  the  embas- 
sy, having  been  prepared,  the  whole  of  the  gen- 
tlemen occupying  official  situations,  amongst 
which  I  was  included,  accompanied  by  a  band  of 
music,  prepared  to  leave  the  ship. 

As  we  were  expected,  every  preparation  had 
been  made  for  our  arrival,  and  the  shore  was  lite- 
rally lined  with  people,  crowded  together  incon- 
ceivably close ;  and  I  covdd  not  help  remarking 
to  Lieutenant  Anson,  that,  whatever  other  pro- 
pensities the  Chinese  miglit  possess  in  common 
with  the  Europeans,  in  that  of  curiosity,  at  least, 
they  were  not  deficient.  Even  the  women,  un- 
mindful or  forgetful  of  prohibitory  edicts,  flocked 
to  the  shore,  and  many  a  braided  head,  and  many 
a  tiny  foot,  did  we  discover  amongst  the  multitude; 
though  I  must  do  the  young  women  the  justice  to 
16' 
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say,  that  they  generally  kept  in  the  back-ground, 
contenting  themselves  with  a  glimpse,  and  leaving 
to  the  older  matrons  the  pleasure  of  a  full  gaze. 
But  pressed  and  packed  together  as  they  Avere, 
nothing  but  order  was  to  be  observed  among  them ; 
and  they  had  even  the  good  nature  to  take  off  their 
straw  hats,  and  stand  with  heads  uncovered  in  a 
meridian  sun,  in  order  that  those  behind  them 
might  not  have  the  view  intercepted  ;  a  species  of 
politeness  which,  I  fear,  would  be  looked  for  in 
vain  amongst  an  English  crowd.  Arrived  at  the 
house  of  entertainment,  tea  was  first  served  in  the 
Chinese  manner  ;  namely,  by  cups,  with  covers, 
upon  oblong  saucers,  and  infused  in  each  cup 
separatel}^,  the  leaves  remaining  at  the  bottom  of 
the  cup.  At  dinner,  a  table  was  placed  for  every 
two  persons,  and  twenty-four  dishes  were  present- 
ed in  trays,  in  quick  succession,  to  each  guest.  The 
tables  were  small,  but  on  each  was  a  pyramid  of 
dishes,  or  bowls,  piled  upon  each  other,  and  con- 
taining a  vast  variety ;  among  which  were  cus- 
tards and  preserved  fruits,  which  were  really 
excellent  ;  and  birds'  nests  and  the  fins  of  sharks, 
which,  to  our  English  palates,  were  not  very  ac- 
ceptable. 

I  shall  not  enter  in  the  particulars  of  this  day's 
entertainment,  because  public  festivities  give  but 
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little  insight  into  private  habits  ;  and  I  am  not  so 
much  writing  a  description  of  what  the  Chinese 
occasionally  can  do  on  particular  occasions,  as  I 
am  wishing  to  give  you  an  insight  into  their  gene- 
ral modes  of  Ufe.  I  must,  therefore,  beg  you  to 
accompany  me  to  the  house  of  a  Chinese  mer- 
chant, where  I,  with  a  few  of  the  officers  and 
several  of  the  natives,  among  whom  was  a  man- 
darin of  some  rank,  w^as  invited  to  spend  the  day. 
As  the  guests  were  introduced,  the  master  of 
the  house  saluted  one  by  one  ;  and  taking  a  cup 
full  of  a  hquid  extracted  from  rice,  he  bowed  to 
the  company,  and  advancing  to  the  front  of  the 
room,  lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven ;  after 
which  he  poured  the  contents  of  the  cup  on  the 
ground,  intending  to  express  by  this  ceremony, 
tliat  every  good  thing  comes  from  that  Power  who 
reigns  on  high.  After  this,  he  took  up  a  cup  of 
wine,  bowed  to  each  guest,  and  placed  it  upon  his 
table,  a  comphment  which  was  mstantly  returned 
by  an  attempt  to  replace  it  on  that  of  the  person 
\^sited  ;  but  Kwang-ta-jin,  the  name  of  our  host, 
prevented  it  with  the  most  courteous  and  atten- 
tive civility.  He  then  placed  two  small,  ivory 
sticks,  adorned  with  gold  and  silver,  and  intended 
to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  knife  and  fork,  parallel 
on  the  table,  repeating  it  to  each  guest  in  his  turn, 


188  FIRE-SIDE    STORIES. 

agreeably  to  his  rank  ;  and,  as  each  of  the  tables 
was  finely  ornamented  and  japanned,  they  made 
a  noble  and  splendid  appearance. 

Considerable  ceremony  then  took  place  respect- 
ing the  first  place  ;  but  happily  at  length  it  was 
adjusted,  and  we  sat  down  opposite  to  each  other. 

The  moment  we  were  seated,  four  or  five  co- 
medians entered  the  apartment ;  and,  after  strik- 
ing their  foreheads  four  times  against  the  ground, 
they  presented  a  list  of  fifty  or  sixty  plays,  which 
they  were  ready  to  perform  immediately.  The 
chief  guest,  the  Mandarin  Soo,  to  whom  the  choice 
of  the  play  was  referred,  declined  the  honour  seve- 
ral times  ;  till  at  length,  after  repeated  entreaties, 
he  consented  to  name  one  of  these  pieces  for 
representation.  The  play  accordingly  commenced 
with  instrumental  music,  which  really  resembled 
the  bagpipes  more  than  any  thing  I  can  describe, 
and  quite  dehghted  a  young  midshipman  named 
Macgregor,  though  to  my  English  ears  it  was  truly 
discordant.  Indeed,  the  entertainment  itself, 
though  it  appeared  highly  amusing  to  the  Chinese, 
appeared  dull  and  languid  to  those  who  had,  like 
us,  been  accustomed  to  behold  characteristic  dresses 
and  the  intervention  of  superb  scenery,  the  latter 
of  which  was  wanting. 

During  these  exhibitions,  Kwang-ta-jin  knelt, 
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and  entreated  his  guests  to  take  the  cup ;  on  which, 
hfting  it  with  both  their  hands,  and  bowing  very- 
low,  they  cond acted  it  to  their  mouths,  drinking 
with  great  dehberation.  He  then  invited  us  to 
eat ;  and  renewed  the  invitation  every  time  a  fresh 
dish  was  placed  vipon  the  tal)le,  or  wine.  &c.  was 
offered.  We  remained  at  the  table  till  tea  was 
introduced,  when  we  were  conducted  into  another 
hall,  and  passed  from  thence  into  the  gardens, 
where  we  remained  till  late  at  night. 

Whatever  others  may  think  of  these  ceremoni- 
als, to  me  they  appear  destructive  of  that  ease, 
freedom,  and  exemption  from  restraint,  which 
give  the  highest  relish  to  all  rational  society,  and 
can  alone  captivate  the  mind  which  is  capable  of 
relishing  the  "feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  soul." 

Yet  the  Chinese  behold  them  in  quite  a  different 
point  of  view,  and  imagine  they  tend  towards  civi- 
lizing the  people  ;  promoting  peace  and  order, 
from  the  humility  and  condescension  they  occa- 
sion ;  and,  by  excluding  the  use  of  coarse  lan- 
guage and  indelicate  expressions,  prevent  the 
possibility  of  quarrels,  disputes,  and  reproaches. 

I  cannot  leave  the  account  of  this  dinner,  with- 
out telling  you,  that  it  consisted  principally  of 
meat  divided  into  small,  square  morsels,  mixed 
with  vegetables,  stewed  together,  and  seasoned 
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with  a  variety  of  savoury  sauces ;  though  the 
swallows'  nests  and  shark's  fins  were  not  omitted. 
We  were  also  presented  with  cakes  made  from  the 
buck-wheat,  which  freed  entirely  from  bran,  pro- 
duces a  very  white  flour.  The  method  of  redu- 
cing these  cakes  to  the  consistence  of  dumplings, 
is  by  steam,  and  is  as  follows  :  the  cakes  are  ar- 
ranged upon  stages  of  lattice-work,  fixed  in  the 
inside  of  a  wooden  frame,  closed  at  every  part, 
except  the  bottom.  The  frame,  with  its  contents, 
is  placed  over  a  vessel  of  boiling  water,  the  steam 
of  which  ascends  through  the  lattice- work,  but  is 
sutficient  only  to  surround  the  cake  with  a  thin, 
soft  crust.  We  really  could  not  relish  this  substi- 
tute for  bread ;  though,  by  slicing  and  toasting 
them,  Ave  afterward  found  them  much  improved. 

The  fruits  and  sweetmeats  were  presented  in 
bowls,  which  are  generally  used  in  China  instead 
of  dishes :  alternate  layers  of  ice  were  placed 
together  with  the  kernels  of  apricots  and  walnuts, 
or  seeds  and  slices  of  the  hairy  roots  of  the  lien- 
wha ;  and  these  dishes  were  at  once  palatable  and 
refreshing. 

Smoking  tobacco  mixed  with  odorous  sub- 
stances, seemed  to  be  a  favourite  amusement  in 
the  leisure  hours  of  the  upper  class  ;  though  some- 
times opium  was  substituted,  and  at  others,  chew- 
ing the  areca-nut  seemed  preferable. 
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I  have  spoken  of  the  Hen-wha,  or  nymj)hcBa 
nelumboj  which  was  introduced  at  table.  The 
leaf  of  this  plant,  quantities  of  which  we  saw  in 
the  lakes  of  this  country,  besides  the  other  uses 
which  nature  had  intended  that  part  of  vegetables, 
has,  from  its  structure,  growing  entirely  round 
the  stalk,  the  advantage  of  defending  the  flower 
and  fruit  from  any  contact  with  the  water,  which 
might  injure  them. 
The  root  of  the  lien-wha  furnishes  a  stem  which 
never  fails  to  ascend  in  the  water,  from  whatever 
depth,  unless  in  case  of  a  sudden  inundation,  until 
it  attains  the  surface,  where  its  leaf  expands,  rests, 
and  swims  upon  it,  and  sometimes  rises  above  it. 
It  flowers  are  as  beautiful  and  fragrant,  as  its  seeds 
are  grateful  to  the  taste.  The  latter  are  some- 
what of  the  size  and  form  of  an  acorn,  and  of  a 
taste  more  delicate  than  that  of  almonds.  They 
are  fixed,  by  the  lower  extremities,  into  the  flat 
surface  of  a  substance  formed  into  the  shape  of  a 
broad,  inverted  cone.  The  roots  are  not  only 
eaten  with  ice,  but  laid  up  in  salt  and  vinegar  for 
winter  use. 

Among  the  varieties  that  presented  themselves 
at  Tien-sing  nothing  attracted  our  attention  more 
than  the  pyramids  of  salt  that  were  placed  in  an 
immense  number,  on  each  side  of  the  bank  of  the 
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river  Pei-hoj  near  to  this  place.  The  number  of 
entire  stacks  was  two  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
begsides  several  others  that  were  incomplete.  None 
of  these  stacks  wei'e  less  in  length  than  two  hun- 
dred feet,  and  some  extended  to  six  hundred. 
There  were  in  each  stack  fourteen  thousand  bags, 
and  each  bag  contained  about  two  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  salt.  This  article  is  a  source  of  con- 
siderable revenue  to  the  crown  of  China. 

After  having  received  orders  respecting  our 
future  plans,  we  again  received  directions  to  proceed 
farther  up  the  river  Pei-ho ;  and  as  we  passed  some 
of  the  military  stations,  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing  the  dress  and  habits  of  the  soldiery. 
Our  men  were  not  a  httle  amused  in^eeing  seve- 
ral companies,  dressed  in  long  yellow  and  black 
striped  garments,  literally  covering  them  from 
head  to  foot,  and  intended  to  represent  tigers  :  nor 
did  the  fans,  which  many  of  them  carried,  attract 
less  notice. 

One  still  moonlight  night,  in  our  passage  do^\Ti 
the  river  I  have  just  named,  our  ears  were  saluted 
with  a  cheerful,  spirited  song,  re-echoed  from  at 
least  a  hundred  different  vessels,  gliding  in  various 
directions .  It  came  from  the  men  who  were  moving 
the  large  oars,  placed  towards  the  forepart  of  the 
barge  in  which  we  were  embarked  ;  and  which, 
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as  there  was  neither  stream  nor  wind  enough  to 
convey  our  yachts  farther,  must  have  stood  still, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  exertions  of  these  sailors. 
Several  men  were  employed  to  move  each  of  these 
large  oars,  which  were  never  taken  out  of  the 
water,  but  are  made  to  perform,  beneath  its  sux- 
face,  a  kind  of  vibratory  motion,  displacing  the 
water  first  with  one  edge  and  aftenvard  with  the 
other.  To  this  labour  the  mea  seemed  not  at  all 
averse,  keeping  time  with  their  oars  to  the  cheerful 
song  sung  by  the  master,  and  accompanied  by 
the  whole  crew. 

As  there  were  often  objects  that  drew  our 
attention  on  shore,  we  frequently  made  stoppages, 
and  then  joined  the  barge  again.  In  one  of  these 
excursions,  a  loud  noise  informed  me  that  a  man 
of  rank  was  about  to  pass  ;  and  on  looking  round, 
I  saw  a  sedaii-chair,  such  as  is  usually  used  in 
China,  coming  forward.  It  was  green,  the 
privileged  colour,  richly  ornamented  with  tassels, 
and  borne  by  four  men.  The  poles  of  the  chair 
were  suspended  at  their  extremities  by  cords,  in 
the  bend  of  which  short  bamboos  were  passed. 
The  end  of  each  bamboo  rested  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  men  ;  two  of  whom  supported  and  divided 
the  weight  before,  and  two  behind.  There  were 
four  others  in  attendance  to  relieve  them,  with 
17 
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servants  carrying-  umbrellas  and  other  standards 
of  honour,  besides  men  on  horseback. 

In  the  few  opportunities  I  had  of  observing  the 
manners  of  the  Chinese  peasantry.  I  must  confess 
that  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  system  of 
deference  that  is  universally  paid  to  the  aged ; 
and  their  constant  residence  with  the  younger 
branches  of  a  family,  tends,  I  think,  to  soften  the 
violence  of  juvenile  passions,  and  spreads  a  degree 
of  serenity  over  the  whole.  The  example,  too,  of 
virtuous  ancestors,  is  carefully  preserved ;  frequent 
reference  is  paid  to  their  actions ;  and  the  moral 
sentences  that  are  hung  up  in  most  houses,  are 
also  generally  and  frequently  read  by  them. 

I  wish  I  could  speak  with  equal  applause  of 
theii'  conduct  to  their  wives ;  but,  although  the 
women  of  this  country  are  remarkable  for  indus- 
try, not  only  bringing  up  their  children,  rearing 
silk-worms,  and  weaving  the  produce  of  their 
webs,  but  carrying  on  most  of  the  trades  that  can 
be  pursued  within  doors,  yet  their  husbands  as- 
sume a  degree  of  dominion,  that,  to  say  the  least, 
is  not  very  gallant ;  and  these  faithful  helpmates 
are  often  not  allowed  to  sit  down  with  them  at  the 
table,  but  are  obliged  to  stand  and  wait  upon  them 
like  servants. 

The  custom  of  famiUes  visiting  together  the 
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tombs  of  their  ancestors,  at  stated  times,  is,  I 
think,  productive  of  happy  results ;  since  the  most 
distant  relations  are  thus  cemented  together  by  a 
common  and  endearing  tie. 

Nor  is  their  care  of  each  other,  in  cases  of  dis- 
tress, less  meritorious  ;  and  branded,  indeed,  with 
detestation,  woidd  be  the  man  who  should  see  a 
brother,  a  sister,  or  a  much  more  distant  relation, 
suffering  from  want,  and  not  lend  him  at  once  his 
labour  and  support. 

I  met  on  my  rout  with  the  varnish-tree,  rhus 
vernise.  It  was  cultivated  in  plantations,  and 
was  not  higher  than  a  young  fruit-tree.  The 
leaves  are  shaped  like  the  laurel,  of  a  light  green, 
and  a  downy  feel.  The  varnish  is  extracted  by 
shtting  the  bark ;  and  some  care  is  necessary  in 
the  process,  as  the  hands  suffer  much,  should  the 
leaves  become  bruised. 

At  length  the  towers  and  walls  of  Pekin  met 
om-  view.  The  latter,  indeed,  are  of  extraordi- 
nary height,  and  of  such  a  breadth  that  sentinels 
are  stationed  on  them  on  horseback.  The  gates, 
which  are  nine  in  number,  are  still  higher  than 
the  wall :  they  are  all  well  arched,  and  support 
spacious  pavillions,  many -stories  high,  which, 
though  they  are  extremely  plain,  yet  make  a  no- 
ble and  spacious  appearance. 
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The  streets  generally  run  in  direct  lines,  and 
some  of  them  are  of  inimense  length,  particularly 
the  one  we  entered.  Few  of  the  houses  in  it 
were  higher  than  one  story,  none  of  them  more 
than  two ;  while  the  width  of  the  street  which 
divided  them,  was  considerably  above  one  him- 
dred  feet.  It  was  airy  and  ga^  and  the  latt^ 
effect  was  increased  by  the  green  and  yellow  tiles 
that  covered  the  projecting  roo|g  of  some  of  the 
gateways,  that  had  a  dazzling  effect  under  the 
rays  of  the  sun,  and  by  the  splendid  decorations 
of  the  shops,  the  gilded  carved-work  of  which 
was  really  handsome ;  whilst  their  signs  were  so 
fantastical,  that  we  could  trace  no  allusion  in  them 
to  the  ai'ticles  sold.  Pawnbrokers'  shops  were  as 
numerous  as  in  London,  and  were  distinguished 
by  a  very  high  pole,  with  a  cross  piece  of  wood, 
not  unlike  a  junk.  It  might  be  supposed,  that 
the  extreme  w^dth  of  their  streets  would  free  them 
from  any  inconvenience  in  passing ;  yet  such  in- 
numerable multitudes  of  men,  camels,  horses, 
asses,  mules,  chairs,  wagons,  and  carts,  continu- 
ally crowd  them,  that  they  form  a  scene  of  incon- 
ceivable confusion,  dust,  and  noise.  Besides  those 
who  are  continually":  passing  and  repassing  on 
their  different  avocations,  fortune-tellers,  ballad- 
singers,  mimics,  jugglers,  and  mountebanks,  with 
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the  various  crowds  that  folly  or  curiosity  never 
fails  to  collect  around  them,  (though  a  woman  is 
hardly  ever  to  be  seen,)  block  up  the  most  spacious 
streets,  and  render  them  extremely  disagreeable. 

The  imperial  palace  is  by  far  the  most  remark- 
able edifice  in  this  vast  city ;  the  gi-andeur  of 
which  conifets  in  the  regularity,  number,  and 
extent  of  its  courts,  buildings,  and  gardens,  more 
than  in  just  design  or  elegant  architecture.  The 
palace  includes  a  space  of  three  miles  in  circum- 
ference, in  which  are  houses  for  all  the  officers  of 
the  court,  and  the  emperor's  artificers.  The  front 
of  the  palace  makes  a  splendid  exhibition  of  gild- 
ing, paint,  and  varnish ;  while  the  inside  is  deco- 
rated with  every  precious  or  beautiful  material  the 
known  world  can  supply. 

The  gardens  are  pleasant  bej'ond  description. 
In  short,  every  thing  that  luxury,  indolence,  and 
pomp  can  require,  or  ingenuity,  labour,  and  art 
can  invent  for  their  gratification,  seems  to  be  here 
united. 

Whilst  I  was  at  Pekin^  my  curiosity  induced 
me  to  inquire  the  prices  of  their  meat.  On  my 
entering  the  shop,  I  saw^  on  .a  stall  before  it,  an 
earthen  stove,  with  a  gridu-orii^fciced  on  it;  and, 
on  my  employing  a  variety  of  signs  to  obtain  the 
information  I  wanted,  the  butcher  instantly  began 
17* 
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to  cut  off  small,  thin  slices  of  meat,  about  the  size 
of  a  crown-piece,  and  broiled  it  as  fast  as  I  could 
eat  them.  I  took  about  a  dozen  of  these  slices, 
which  might,  altogether,  weigh  seven  or  eight 
ounces ;  and  when  I  paid  him,  which  I  did  by 
giving  him  a  string  of  small  coin,  he  pulled  off  the 
amount  of  the  demand,  which  was  ten  of  these 
pieces.  I  saw  numbers  of  people  in  the  butchers' 
shops,  regaling  themselves  with  beef  and  mutton 
in  the  same  manner. 

I  was  a  good  deal  amused  in  seeing  the  barbers 
running  about  the  streets,  in  great  numbers,  with 
instruments  for  shaving  the  head  and  cleansing 
the  ears.  They  carry  with  them  for  this  purpose 
a  portable  chair,  a  stove,  and  a  small  vessel  of 
water;  and  whoever  wishes  to  undergo  either  of 
these  operations,  sits  down  in  the  street,  while  the 
operator  performs  his  office.  To  distinguish  their 
profession,  they  carry  a  large  pair  of  steel  tweezers, 
which  they  open  with  their  fingers,  and  then  let 
them  close  again  with  some  degree  of  violence, 
which  produces  a  shrill  sound,  that  is  heard  at  a 
considerable  distance :  such  is  their  mode  of  seek- 
ing employment. 

This  trafle,  in  China,  must  be  a  very  profitable 
one,  because  every  man  must  be  shaved  on  a  part 
of  the  head  where  it  is  impossible  to  shave  him- 
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self.  Besides  these,  at  the  end  of  every  street, 
we  met  men  supporting  over  their  shoulders,  bam- 
boos, at  the  ends  of  which  were  suspended  bas- 
kets, containing  eggs,  fish,  (fee,  whilst  hawkers 
and  pedlars  expose  to  view  the  folds  of  the  rich 
silks  and  stuffs  that  they  carry  in  bags  at  their 
backs.  Indeed,  besides  the  variety  of  trades  that 
are  stationary  in  the  city,  many  thousands  of  its 
inhabitants  cry  thek  goods,  and  expose  them  to 
sale  as  in  a  European  metropolis. 

I  was  particularly  struck  with  the  neatness  of 
the  Chinese,  in  their  tubs,  baskets,  and  boxes ;  and 
I  heard  that,  in  presents,  the  outward  package  fre- 
quently exceeds  the  value  of  the  contents. 

A  Chinese  dwelling-house  is  shut  towards  the 
street  by  the  outer  waU  ;  and  even  when  the  gate 
is  opened,  a  screen  of  masonry  fronting  the  en- 
trance, and  considerably  exceeding  it  in  width, 
intercepts  the  view  ;  but  the  front  yards  of  all  of 
them  are  set  off  by  some  flowering  shrubs,  or 
dwarf  trees,  and  not  seldom  adorned  also  with 
treillage-work,  covered  with  creeping  plants,  and 
making  literally  a  bower  before  their  doors. 

As  I  was  one  day  passing  by  a  py4oo,  or  rectan- 
gular-shaped gateway,  my  attention  was  arrested 
by  seeing  two  Chinese  engaged  in  a  violent  quar- 
rel: presently  they  seized  each  other  by  the  long 
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hair  of  their  heads,  which  they  twisted  violently 
till  both  fell  to  the  ground;  theu*  eyes  seemed 
bursting  from  theii*  sockets,  and  their  whole  coun- 
tenance seemed  distorted.  Indeed,  I  could  not 
bear  to  witness  any  longer  such  infliction  of  pain, 
and  walked  on  ;  though  I  must  do  them  the  jus- 
tice to  say,  that  they  seldom  proceed,  however  vio- 
lent in  gesture  and  language,  to  such  lengths,  a 
smart  blow  from  a  fan  often  satisfying  their  passion. 
Proceeding  in  my  walk,  I  observed  before  me 
a  procession  in  white.  I  followed,  supposing  it  to 
be  bridal  festivities.  On  reaching  it,  however,  I 
found  it  was  a  funeral.  The  coffin  itself  was 
pitched  on  the  inside,  and,  as  this  was  a  man  of 
consequence,  was  japanned  without.  The  frame 
that  supported  it  was  gilt,  and  made  of  immense 
beams  of  timber.  It  was  shaded  by  a  canopy 
gaily  coloured,  and  preceded  by  banners  of  varie- 
gated silk,  and  by  men  carrying  the  figures  of  a 
tiger,  (marking  the  military  profession  of  the  de- 
ceasedj)  an  armed  man  on  horseback,  and  a  lady 
on  an  ostrich.  Beliind  came  the  female  mourn- 
ers, in  chairs  covered  with  white  cloth,  which  I 
heard  was  the  momning  colour  in  China.  The 
male  relations  preceded  the  corpse.  They  also 
wore  white  vests,  stockings,  and  boots ;  and  on 
their  heads  were  caps  shaped  hke  those  of  the  me- 
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chanics  in  England.  They  were  each  supported 
by  friends,  occupied  in  preventing  them  from  giv- 
ing Avay  to  that  immoderate  grief  their  coun- 
tenances seemed  to  indicate  they  were  prone  to. 
Over  their  heads  were  carried  umbrellas,  with  deep 
curtains  hanging  from  the  edge.  Several  persons 
were  employed  to  burn  circular  pieces  of  papelr 
covered  with  tin  foil,  as  they  passed  burial-grounds, 
the  one  to  which  they  were  conveying  ths  corpse, 
being  at  a  distance.  They  are  particularly  scru- 
pulous about  the  time  and  place  of  interment ;  and, 
indeed,  this  point  is  carried  to  such  a  length  among 
the  rich,  that  coffins  are  often  detained  at  home, 
or  in  gardens,  under  temporary  roofs,  to  protect 
them  from  the  Aveather,  till  the  right  spot  and  hour 
can  be  determined  upon.  The  pieces  of  tin  foil 
are  understood  to  be  convertible,  in  the  next  stages 
of  existence,  into  the  means  of  providing  the  ne- 
cessities of  that  new  life.  I  had  afterward  an  op- 
portunity of  perceiving  the  ceremonies  that  pre- 
cede the  funeral ;  and  as  they  are  remarkable,  I 
shall  insert  them.  The  deceased,  dressed  in  his 
best  apparel,  and  with  the  insignia  of  his  office,  or 
dignities,  was  placed  in  his  coffin,  and  an  invita- 
tion was  given  to  his  relations  and  friends  to  pay 
him  their  last  respects.  His  coffin,  which  was  co- 
vered with  a  white  cloth,  was  placed  in  the  prin- 
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cipal  room  of  the  house  ;  and  a  table,  on  which 
was  his  image,  suirounded  \Wth  wax  candles, 
flowers,  and  perfumes,  was  set  before  the  corpse. 
The  mourners  then  prostrated  themselves,  and 
several  times  beat  their  heads  against  the  floor. 
After  which  the)^  placed  the  perfumes  and  tapers 
,they  brought  w^ith  them  on  the  tables,  the  particu- 
lar friends  of  the  deceased  groaning  and  weeping 
bitterly  all  the  while.  In  the  meanwhile,  Chang, 
the  eldest  son,  attended  by  his  brothers  Na-jdn- 
ching  and  Ching-ta-jin,  came  from  behind  a  cur- 
tain on  one  side  of  the  coffin,  and  with  counte- 
nances strongly  indicative  of  grief,  likewise  struck 
their  heads  against  the  floor ;  the  women,  who 
still  remained  concealed,  venting  frequent  excla- 
mations of  sorrow.  This  ceremony  being  ended, 
they  all  rose  up,  and  were  conducted  into  another 
apartment,  where  they  Avere  entertained  with  tea 
and  preserved  fruit.  These  obsequies  were  repeat- 
ed for  several  days  ;  and  I  understood  that  it  was 
expected  that  the  sons  should  abstain,  during  that 
period,  from  every  indulgence,  either  in  eating, 
drinking,  or  sleeping. 

I  told  you  I  visited  the  shops.  Going  into  a 
cabinet  maker's  one  day,  I  saw  some  chairs  hand- 
somely carved  in  wood,  and  decorated  wdth  pea- 
cocks, (the  plumage  of  which  was  real,  and  only 


FIRE-SIDE    STORIES.  203 

the  bodies  artificial,)  with  the  legs  hanging  down, 
as  we  see  them  in  poulterer's  shops.  Whilst  I 
was  in  there,  a  beggar  entered,  sohciting  alms. 
He  had  a  bell  and  a  basket,  and  he  rang  till  he 
obtained  some  provisions.  I  afterwards  saw  them 
with  horns,  which  they  blow  till  their  wants  are 
satisfied  ;  and  I  must  confess  that  this  noisy  me- 
thod of  suppUcation  was  generally  very  successful. 

Whilst  we  were  at  Pekin,  I  walked  into  that 
part  called  the  Chinese  city,  a  small  part  of  which 
only  is  occupied  bv  buildings ;  the  rest  is  empty, 
and  a  part  of  it  in  cultivation.  Within  this  com- 
pass has  been  raised  the  Sien  Nongtan,  or  emi- 
nence of  venerable  agriculturalists.  Thither  the 
emperor  repairs  every  spring,  and,  in  compliance 
with  ancient  usages  goes  through  the  ceremony  of 
directing  the  plough  with  his  own  hand,  through 
a  small  field,  by  way  of  doing  honour  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  husbandmen. 

After  his  majesty  has  directed  that  instrument 
for  about  an  hour,  a  group  of  peasants,  chanting 
at  the  same  time  round  him  hymns  in  praise  of 
husbandry,  the  princes  of  his  court  and  great  offi- 
cers of  state  following  his  example,  and  taking  the 
plough  by  turns,  make  several  furrows  in  his  pre- 
sence. They  all,  as  well  as  the  emperor  himself, 
are  clothed  in  the  garb  befitting  their  new  occu- 
pation. 
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The  produce  of  the  ground  thus  ploughed  is 
carefully  collected,  and  solemnly  announced  to 
surpass,  in  quality  and  quantity  what  any  other 
spot  of  equal  dimensions  had  yielded  in  the  year. 
The  celebration  of  this  exemplary  festival  is  known 
throughout  the  empire,  and  sheds  a  degree  of  im- 
portance on  the  lowest  agriculturalist. 

Before  I  leave  Pekin,  I  must  just  notice  the  dress 
of  the  Chinese.  The  ladies,  for  of  course  I  must 
begin  wdth  them,  dress  their  hair  very  curiously, 
and  ornament  their  curls  Avith  gold  and  silver  flow- 
ers ;  sometimes  wearing  the  figure  of  a  bird,  the 
expanded  wings  of  which  embrace  the  temples, 
while  the  spreading  tail  forms  a  plume  on  the 
crown  of  the  head. 

The  younger  ladies  frequently  wear  a  sort  of 
cap,  made  of  pasteboard  coveied  with  silk ;  the 
fore  part  of  which,  rising  into  a  point,  is  adorned 
■with  pearls,  diamonds,  and  other  valuable  and  ex- 
pensive decorations  ;  the  top  being  ornamented 
with  flow^ers,  mixed  wdth  small  bodkins,  or  pins 
headed  with  jew^els. 

Beneath  their  gowms,  w'hich  reach  from  head 
to  foot,  the  ladies  wear  a  rich  vest,  composed  either 
of  satin  or  embroidery.  Their  arms  are  conceal- 
ed by  long,  wide  sleeves,  the  favourite  colours  of 
\vhich  are  green,  blue  or  red.     Yiolet  colour  and 
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black  are  worn  only  by  those  advanced  in  years, 
who  seldom  use  any  other  method  of  adorning 
their  heads  than  by  wrapping  a  piece  of  cloth 
about  them. 

The  men  in  China  shave  their  heads,  except  a 
single  lock  on  the  crown.  Of  their  caps  I  have 
aheady  spoken,  in  my  account  of  the  visit  of  the 
first  mandarins.  Their  shirts  are  made  of  various 
kinds  of  cloth,  and  are  disproportionably  wide. 
In  summer  their  necks  are  bare,  but  in  winter 
they  use  a  band  of  satin  or  fui'.  The  Chinese 
wear  a  long  robe  with  folded  lappets,  and  fastened 
by  gold  or  silver  buttons,  according  to  the  ability 
or  inclination  of  the  wearer  ;  and  the  sleeves  are 
broad  towards  the  shoulder,  but  contracted  at  the 
wrist.  A  sash  is  tied  round  thek  waists,  the 
extremities  of  which  reach  their  knees ;  and  in 
this  they  carry  their  purse,  knife,  two  small  sticks, 
serving  as  a  fork,  and  other  trifling  articles.  Un- 
der this  robe  they  wear  linen  drawers  in  summer; 
and  in  winter,  breeches  made  of  fur  or  satin. 

Boots  are  universally  worn  by  the  Chinese  of 
all  ranks,  whenever  they  appear  in  public.  This 
custom  might  be  convenient  enough,  if  it  was 
only  used  in  ^vinter,  but  fashion  can  alone  render 
it  tolerable  in  summer.  To  such  a  pitch  do  they 
carry  their  partiahty  for  boots,  that  they  will  not 
18 
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receive  a  visiter  till  they  have  drawn  them  on, 
as  the  neglect  would  be  esteemed  the  height  of 
incivility. 

When  they  visit  in  form,  they  wear  their  robes, 
and  a  long  silk  gown,  usually  blue,  which  is  girt 
round  them ;  a  violet  or  black-coloured  cloak, 
hanging  down  to  their  knees,  is  thrown  loosely 
over  the  whole ;  and  they  carry  a  fan  in  their 
hands.  But  though  these  formalities  are  never  to 
be  dispensed  with  in  public,  even  in  the  hottest 
weather,  in  private  and  among  their  intimates  they 
seldom  wear  any  thing  but  a  pair  of  linen  or  taflfety 
drawers.  With  respect  to  the  mechanics  and  la- 
bourers in  the  southern  provinces,  they  free  them- 
selves from  any  incumbrance  of  dress,  even  be- 
yond the  prescriptions  of  decency,  walking  the 
streets  in  only  a  single  pair  of  drawers. 

The  dress  of  ceremony  of  the  mandarins  con- 
sists of  blue  gauze,  or  crape,  mth  some  flowered 
satin  beneath,  and  is  plain  and  not  unbecoming. 
An  embroidered  badge,  marking  thek  rank, 
whether  civil  or  military,  is  fixed  upon  thek  robe 
before  and  behind.  In  one  instance,  I  remarked, 
that,  on  the  square  embroidery  on  the  breast  of  a 
civil  magistrate,  was  worked,  in  party-coloured 
silk,  a  phoenix ;  while  a  tiger,  similarly  wrought  on 
a  governor's  robes,  denoted  his  military  profession. 
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With  respect  to  the  furniture  of  the  houses,  ja- 
panned tables,  cabinets,  and  screens,  ^\^th  a  pro- 
fusion of  china,  may  be  considered  as  the  only 
domestic  articles  of  magnificence  or  value.  The 
varnish,  which  is  ahv  ays  laid  upon  theii*  tables, 
prevents  them  from  imbibing  moisture,  or  being 
injured  by  dust,  and  consequently  they  are  not 
covered  wdth  cloths.  They  spread  no  sheets  on 
their  beds.  They  have  not  adopted  the  use  of 
linen,  and  white  cotton  is  applied  by  most  of  them 
to  only  very  few  purposes.  The  coarse  cloth 
generally  used  by  them,  will  admit  of  being  steeped 
in  alkaUne  ley,  for  the  purpose  of  being  washed 
or  freed  from  the  impurities  which  stuck  to  it 
while  worn.  The  alkah  employed  for  this  pur- 
pose, is  a  white  fossil  substance,  found  in  plenty 
about  Pekin ;  nor  do  they  in  most  cases  require 
any  other,  except,  indeed,  for  cleansing  the  skin, 
in  regard  to  which,  the  Chinese  are  not  without 
abundance  of  cosmetics. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

We  now  received  orders  for  leaving  Pekin,  in 
order  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  emperor,  at  his  court, 
situated  at  Zhe-hol,  and  took  for  this  purpose  a 
direction  towards  the  northern  frontier  of  the  em- 
pii-e ;  and  hence  we  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  flowers  and  shiTibs  pecuhar  to  the  country. 
Not  a  weed  is  to  be  found  that  is  useless,  m  China ; 
not  a  vegetable  which  is  not  applied  to  some  do- 
mestic purpose.  They  manufacture,  for  instance, 
cloth  from  the  fibres  of  a  dead  nettle  ;  and  paper 
from  the  bark  of  different  vegetables,  fi^om  the 
fibres  of  hemp,  and  from-  the  straw  of  rice.  They 
extract  an  excellent  oil  from  the  kernels  of  apri- 
cots, in  Ueu  of  olives ;  and  for  more  common  pur- 
poses, from  the  seeds  of  hemp,  of  cotton,  of  tur- 
nip, of  a  species  of  mint,  and  a  number  of  others. 
The  cup  of  the  acorn  serves  them  to  dye  black. 
They  draw  from  the  carthamus  theii*  finest  red, 
seldom  using  carmine :  and  they  are  remarkable 
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for  the  brilliant  scarlet  hue  they  give  to  paper.  A 
species  of  the  fagara  they  use  for  pepper,  and  the 
shepherd's  purse  is  often  to  be  found  in  their  salads. 

Nothing,  as  we  proceeded,  was  more  beautiful 
among  trees  than  the  willow,  whose  long,  pendant 
branches  and  leaves  adorned  the  streams.  One 
of  them  which  we  observed  was  fifteen  feet  in 
giilli,  as  measured  at  a  man's  height  above  the 
root.  Here  too  we  saw  the  kind  of  sheep,  the 
short,  thick,  fleshy  tails  of  which,  weighing  several 
pounds,  are  so  highly  prized  by  Chinese  epicures. 

We  were  often  surprised  in  our  route,  by  seeing 
young  giiis,  perhaps  not  more  than  ten  years  of 
age,  and  sometimes  younger,  coming  out  of  their 
houses  with  long  pipes  in  their  mouths,  formed  of 
bamboo  tubes,  filled  with  tobacco.  Indeed,  the 
prevalence  of  smoking  was  veiy  striking ;  and  we 
observed  in  all  the  low  grounds,  that  great  quanti- 
ties of  this  favourite  herb  were  planted. 

As  our  route  led  us  through  some  part  of  Tar- 
tary,  we  had  opportunities  of  observing  that  cele- 
brated wall,  which,  carried  over  the  tops  of  the 
liighest  mountains,  along  the  ridges  of  hills,  de- 
scending into  the  deepest  valleys,  crossing  upon 
arches  over  rivers,  and  doubled  and  trebled  in  many 
parts  to  take  in  important  passes,  and  intersected 
with  towers  or  massy  bastions  ahnost  every  hun- 
18* 
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dred  yards,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  presented 
to  our  view  a  work  of  astonishing  magnitude.  This 
wall,  or  fortification,  extends  through  a  course  of 
fifteen  hundred  miles,  and  was  the  boundary  line 
between  the  civihzed  Chinese  and  the  several  rest- 
less Tartar  tribes. 

We  were  pleased,  as  we  went  along,  with  the 
head-dress  of  flowers,  so  universally  worn  by  the 
women,  which  neither  poverty  nor  age  can  induce 
them  to  resign.  UnUke  the  original  Chinese,  the 
feet  of  the  Tartar  women  were  not  only  left  to  ex- 
pand to  their  fiiU  growth,  but  they  had  on  shoes, 
the  soles  of  which  were  at  least  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness. Their  features  were  deUcate,  but  their  com- 
plexions were  heightened  by  art ;  and  the  curious 
fashion  of  a  thick  patch  of  vermillion  in  the  middle 
of  the  lower  lip,  seemed  to  be  a  favourite  mode  of 
painting  amongst  them.  In  the  northern  provinces 
they  wear  large  shirts  and  drawers,  made  of  calico, 
or  some  fight  stuff,  fined  entirely  with  sheeps'  skins, 
fastened  with  leather  straps  round  the  waist. 
They  wear  also  red  boots,  and  flat  bonnets  with 
some  little  ornaments. 

In  the  southern  provinces  they  content  them- 
selves with  a  kind  of  sheep-skin  gown  in  winter, 
with  a  bonnet,  and  merely  a  calico  garment  in 
summer.     Red  is  their  favourite  colour,  and  is 
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always  worn  by  the  men  on  state  occasions ;  both 
sexes,  indeed,  share  in  their  love  of  scarlet,  and 
neither  think  themselves  richly  habited  without  it. 

The  air  now  became  cooler  than  we  had  expe- 
rienced in  China,  and  our  attention  was  often  at- 
tracted to  the  trees  and  animals  that  we  met 
with.  Amongst  the  most  curious  of  the  latter  was 
a  species  of  hare,  remarkable  not  only  for  its  quality 
of  changing  the  colour  of  its  fiu*  from  brown  or  red 
to  white ;  but  also  for  the  curious  conformation  and 
extraordinary  length  of  its  feet  and  toes,  which,  join- 
ing together  when  it  leaps  over  snow,  form  a  broad 
base  that  supports  the  animal  from  sinking  into  it. 

The  wells  in  this  part  of  the  country  struck  me 
as  singular ;  or  rather  the  buckets  for  drawing  up 
the  water.  They  were  composed,  instead  of  staves, 
of  twigs  wattled  or  platted  together,  with  so  much 
care  and  ingenuity  as  to  be  capable  of  holding  any 
liquid.  In  every  garden  was  a  well,  so  that  the 
vegetables,  6cc.  never  suffered  from  the  want  of 
moisture.  Garlic  and  other  acrid  and  aromatic 
vegetables  abounded;  serving  as  a  relish  to  the 
millet  and  other  giain,  on  which  the  peasantry 
principally  subsisted. 

Having  reached  Zhe-hol,  the  place  where  the 
emperor  then  was,  and  having  been  entertained, 
not  only  with  gi*eat  magnificence,  but  with  plays, 
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and  exhibitions  of  sleight-of-hand,  for  which  the 
Chinese  are  famous,  we  prepared  to  quit  the  splen- 
did scene,  and  returned  by  the  same  route  to  Pe- 
kin ;  from  which  we  shortly  again  embarked  on 
the  river  Pei-ho,  intending  to  proceed  to  Canton. 
I  shall  not,  however,  think  it  worth  while  to  con- 
duct you  step  by  step  in  our  progress,  but  shall  only 
offer  you  the  result  of  those  observations  I  made  in 
my  frequent  excursions  into  the  country;  not  only 
when  on  the  river  I  have  before  mentioned,  but 
also  when  we  quitted  that  and  entered  upon  others; 
because,  as  our  boats  were  proceeding  against  a 
strong  current,  we  often  found  it  more  agreeable 
to  quit  them  for  a  time,  and  pursue  the  land  track 
which  led  by  the  side  of  the  stream.    But  ere  I  pro- 
ceed in  the  detail  of  the  natural  curiosities,  I  must 
tell  you  of  a  sacrifice,  that  was  made  by  the  mas- 
ter of  one  our  yachts  to  the  spirit  of  the  river, when, 
from  its  amazing  rapidity,  he  deemed  it  necessary 
to  offer  a  propitiation,  in  order  to  secure  a  safe  pas- 
sage.    For  this  purpose,  surrounded  by  his  crew, 
assembled  on  the  forecastle,  and  holding  in  his 
hand  a  cock,  as  a  victim,  he  wrung  off  its  head, 
and  committing  it  to  the  stream,  consecrated  the 
vessel  with  the  blood  spouting  from  the  body,  by 
sprinkhng  it  upon  the  deck,  the  masts,  the  anchor, 
and  the  doors  of  the  apartments,  and  sticking  upon 
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them  a  few  of  the  feathers  of  the  biid.  Several 
bowls  of  meat  were  then  brought  for^vard,  and 
ranged  in  a  hne  across  the  deck.  Before  these 
were  placed  a  cup  of  oil,  one  filled  with  tea,  one 
with  ardent  spiiits,  and  a  fourth  with  salt;  the  cap- 
tain making  at  the  same  time  three  profound  incli- 
nations of  the  body,  with  hands  uplifted,  and  mut- 
tering a  few  words,  as  if  in  solicitation  to  the  deity. 
The  loo,  or  brazen  drum,  was  forcibly  beaten  in 
the  mean  tune ;  hghted  matches  were  held  towards 
heaven,  papers  covered  with  tin  or  silver-leaf  were 
burnt,  and  crackers  were  fired  off  in  great  abun- 
dance by  the  crew.  The  captain  aftei^w^ard  made 
libations  to  the  river,  by  emptying  into  it,  from  the 
vessel's  prow,  the  several  cups  of  liquids ;  and  con- 
cluded with  throAving  into  it,  also,  that  which  held 
the  salt.  All  the  ceremonies  being  over,  and  the 
bowls  of  meat  removed,  the  people  feasted  on  it, 
and  afterward  with  confidence,  launched  the  yacht 
into  the  current.  As  soon  as  she  had  reached  the 
opposite  shore,  the  captain  returned  thanks  to 
Heaven,  with  three  inclinations  of  the  body. 

Besides  daily  offerings  and  adorations  at  the 
altar,  erected  on  the  left  or  honourable  side  of  the 
cabin,  in  every  Chinese  vessel,  the  solemn  sacri- 
fice above  described,  was  made  to  obtain  the  bene- 
fit of  a  fair  wind,  or  to  avert  any  impending  dan- 
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ger.  The  particular  spot  upon  the  forecastle^ 
where  the  principal  ceremonies  are  performed,  is 
not  willingly  suffered  to  be  occupied  or  defiled  by 
any  person  on  board.  I  could  not  but  pity  the  men- 
tal darkness  and  superstition  that  enveloped  this 
people;  and  yet  I  respected  the  principle  that  led 
them  to  implore  a  guidance  superior  to  their  own. 
We  often  passed  through  fields  of  rice,  and,  as 
I  have  not  before  made  any  allusion  to  this  useful 
and  necessary  grain,  I  shall  give  you  an  account 
of  the  process  employed  in  rearing  and  preparing 
it  for  use.  It  is  first  soaked  in  a  preparation  of 
manure,  and  then  sown  thickly.  Immediately  after 
it  has  been  committed  to  the  eartii,  a  thin  sheet  of 
water  is  brought  over  it  either  by  channels  leading 
from  the  spot,  or  by  means  of  chain  pumps,  the 
use  of  which  is  familiar  to  the  Chinese.  When 
the  shoots  appear,  Avhich  is  in  a  few  days,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  ground  is  ploughed  and  made  level. 
As  soon  as  they  have  attained  height  of  six  or 
fseven  inches,  the  shoots  are  plucked  up  by  the 
roots,  the  tops  of  the  blade  cut  off,  and  each  root 
planted  separately;  sometimes  in  small  furrows, 
turned  with  the  plough ;  and  sometimes  in  holes 
made  in  rows,  by  a  drilling-stick  for  that  purpose. 
They  are  set  about  half  a  foot  asunder,  are  a 
second  time  irrigated,  and  each  field  is  subdivided 
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by  narrow  ridges  of  clay,  into  small  enclosures. 
When  the  grain  is  ripe,  it  is  reaped  with  a  small 
sickle,  denticulated  Uke  a  saw,  and  crooked ;  and 
when  the  sheaves  are  reaped,  they  are  placed  regu- 
larly in  frames ;  two  of  which,  suspended  at  the  ex- 
tremities of  a  bamboo  pole,  are  carried  across  the 
shoulders  of  a  man,. to  the  place  intended  for  dis- 
engaging it  from  the  stems  which  had  supported  it. 
This  operation  is  performed  by  striking  it  against 
a  plank  set  upon  its  edge,  or  by  beating  it  against 
the  side  of  a  large  tub,scallopped  for  that  purpose; 
the  back  and  sides  being  much  higher  than  the 
front,  to  prevent  the  grain  from  being  dispersed. 
After  being  winnowed,  it  is  carried  to  the  granary. 
To  remove  the  skin  or  husk  of  rice,  a  large, 
strong  leathern  vessel  or  hoUow  stone,  in  form  some- 
what Uke  that  which  is  used  elsewhere  for  filtering 
water,  is  fixed  firmly  in  the  ground ;  and  the  grain 
placed  in  it  is  struck  with  a  conical  stone  fixed  to 
the  extremities  of  a  lever,  and  cleared,  sometimes, 
indeed,  very  imperfectly,  from  the  husk.  The 
stone  is  frequently  worked  by  a  person  treading  on 
the  lever.  The  same  object  is  also  attained  by 
passing  the  grain  between  two  flat  stones,  of  a  cir- 
cular form;  the  upper  of  which  tmns  round  upon 
the  other,  but  at  such  a  distance  as  not  to  crush 
the  intermediate  grain.  It  is  also  performed  by 
water-mills  of  a  peculiar  construction. 
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We  passed,  one  morning,  several  of  those  curious 
trees, the  croton  sebiferum  of  Linn6,from  the  fruit 
of  which  is  obtained  a  kind  of  vegetable  fat,  with 
which  the  Chinese  make  a  great  proportion  of 
their  candles.  This  fruit,  in  its  external  appear- 
ance, bears  a  resemblance  to  the  berries  of  ivy.  As 
soon  as  it  is  ripe,  the  capsule  opens,  and  divides 
into  two,  or,  more  frequently,  three  divisions,  and 
falling  off,  discloses  as  many  kernels,  each  attach- 
ed by  a  separate  footstalk,  and  covered  with  a 
fleshy  substance,  of  snowy  whiteness,  contrasting 
beautifully  with  the  leaves  of  the  tree,  which,  at 
this  season  are  of  a  tint  between  a  purple  and  scar- 
let. The  fat,  or  fleshy  substance,  is  separated  from 
the  kernels  by  crushing  and  braising  them  in  wa- 
ter. The  candles  made  of  tliis  fat  are  firmer  than 
those  of  tallow,  as  well  as  free  from  all  offensive 
odour. 

But  these  are  not  the  only  candles  made  in 
China.  A  light,  inflammable  wood  is  used,  in  the 
lower  extremity  of  which  is  placed  a  small  tube, 
to  receive  an  kon  pin,  which  is  placed  on  the  flat 
top  of  the  candlestick,  and  thus  supports  the  can- 
dle without  the  necessity  of  a  socket.  There  are 
also  a  few  wax  candles,  made  from  the  produce 
of  insects  not  much  exceeding  the  size  of  the  do- 
mestic fly,  of  a  curious  stracture ;  having  pectinated 
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appendages  rising  in  a  curve,  bending  towards  the 
head,  not  unlike  the  form  of  the  tail  feathers  of  the 
common  fowl,  but  in  the  opposite  du-ection.  Every 
part  of  the  insect  is,  in  colour  of  a  perfect  white,  or, 
at  least,  completely  covered  with  a  white  powder. 
They  are  usually  found  on  a  plant  resembling 
privet;  and  the  particular  stem  frequented  by  these 
insects,  is  entiiely  whitened  by  a  substance  or 
powder  of  that  colour,  strewed  upon  it  by  them. 
This  is  afterward  collected,  and,  by  a  certain  pro- 
cess, converted  into  candles. 

Of  the  mulberry-trees,  which  abound,  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  silkworm,  with  the  manner  of 
weavingthe  web,  I  shall  say  nothing,  because  every 
one  is  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  process ; 
except,  however,  remarking,  that,  after  the  silk  is 
wound  off,  the  aurelias  furnish  an  article  for  the 
table. 

In  this  excursion,  I  met  also  with  that  peculiar 
species  of  the  cotton-shrub,  Avhich  produces  the 
cloth  usually  called  nankeen  in  Europe.  In  some 
provinces  where  it  grows,  the  down  enveloping 
the  seed  is  of  a  white  colour;  but  in  others,  owing, 
it  is  supposed,  to  the  superior  quality  of  the  soil,  it 
is  of  the  same  yellow  tinge  which  it  preserves 
when  spun  and  woven  into  cloth. 

The  common  cotton-shrub,  of  which  I  sawseve- 
19 
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ral  plantations,  rises  to  about  two  feet  in  height, 
and  flowers  by  the  middle  of  August.  It  is  propa- 
gated by  seed.  The  blossoms  are  chiefly  yellow, 
but  sometimes  red.  After  the  flower  drops  off,  a 
small  button  appears,  about  the  size  of  a  nut,  with 
three  apertures,  in  which,  on  the  fortieth  day  from 
the  blowing  of  the  flower,  three  or  four  folds  of 
cotton  are  discernible.  As  all  the  fibres  of  the 
cotton  firmly  adhere  to  the  seeds  they  enclose,  the 
separation  is  obliged  to  be  effected  by  means  of 
an  engine  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  purpose,  after 
which  it  is  carded  and  spun. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  proceed  to  an  account 
of  all  the  curious  shrubs  and  trees  China  produces ; 
but  I  should  be  unpardonable,  were  I  to  neglect 
giving  a  minute  description  of  that  remarkable 
tree,  or  rather  shrub,  the  leaves  of  which  form  so 
very  considerable  a  branch  of  European  com- 
merce :  need  I  say  tea  ?  In  almost  every  pro- 
vince in  the  "  Celestial  Empire,"  this  shrub  is 
called  tclia,  and  is  distinguished  into  three  kinds. 
The  first,  which  we  denominate  green  tea,  grows 
in  vast  quantities  on  a  mountain  of  Kiung-nan, 
w^here  the  plants  are  placed  in  regular  order,  and 
kept  constantly  pruned,  to  prevent  their  running 
too  high ;  being  renewed  every  third  or  fourth 
year,  as  the  leaves  in  that  space  of  time  usually 
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become  hard,  thick,  and  tough.  The  blossom  is 
composed  of  five  white  leaves,  in  the  shape  of  a 
rose ;  and  is  succeeded  by  a  small,  moist  berry, 
of  a  taste  similar  to  that  of  the  leaves.  In  pro- 
vinces where  these  shrubs  are  suffered  to  grow  to 
theii'  full  height,  they  rise  to  ten  or  twelve  feet,  and, 
while  the  branches  are  young  and  tender,  they  are 
bent  downwards  by  the  natives,  for  the  conven- 
ience of  gathering  the  leaves. 

The  second  sort  of  tea,  which  we  call  bohea, 
grows  principally  in  the  province  of  Fo-kien,  de- 
riving its  name  from  a  celebrated  mountain, 
famous  for  many  houses  and  temples  of  the  Chi' 
nese  bonzes,  or  priests.  This  mountain  is  of  a 
sandy,  light  soil ;  and  the  only  difference  between 
the  tea  that  grows  here,  and  the  former,  is,  that 
the  leaves,  which  are  rounder  and  shorter,  incline 
to  a  black  colour,  and  produce,  by  infusion,  a 
tincture  of  a  deeper  yello\v.  As  this  hquor  is  in- 
offensive to  the  weakest  stomach,  and  the  taste 
not  unpleasant,  it  is  much  esteemed  in  every  part 
of  the  empire. 

Of  this  kind  they  make  four  sorts  of  tea,  though 
in  fact,  the  only  difference  consists  in  the  time  of 
gathering  it,  and  the  state  of  the  leaves.  The 
first  is  the  tender  leaf,  when  just  opened,  and  is 
generally  disposed  of  to  the  emperor  and  persons 
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of  the  first  rank,  on  which  account  it  is  called  im- 
perial tea ;  the  second  consists  of  leaves  of  a  fuller 
groAvth,  which  are  likewise  much  esteemed  :  the 
third  sort  is  the  leaves  full  grown,  which  are  sold 
exceedingly  cheap  ;  and  the  fourth  sort  is  com- 
posed of  the  flowers,  or  blossoms,  which,  though 
they  produce  but  a  very  insipid  Uquor,  are  sold  at 
g^n  exorbitant  rate. 

The  third  principal  sort  comes  from  a  village 
in  the  pro^ince  of  Yun-nan,  near  which  lies  the 
mountain  where  it  chiefly  grows.  These  leaves 
(and,  indeed,  every  kind  undergoes  the  same  pro- 
cess) are  rolled  up,  each  separately,  by  women, 
almost  in  the  form  they  assumed  before  they  be- 
came expanded  in  the  progress  of  their  growth, 
and  are  sold  at  a  high  price.  All  other  sorts  of 
tea  are  only  different  species  of  these  three  genera; 
and  the  diversity  in  taste  and  appearance,  arises 
from  the  various  soils  on  which  they  are  produced, 
and  the  methods  of  preparing  them. 

We  met  also  with  the  plant,  called  by  the 
Chinese,  cha-whau,  or  the  flower  of  the  tea,  on 
account  of  the  resemblance  of  one  to  the  other ; 
and  because  its  petals,  as  well  as  the  entire  flowers 
of  the  Arabian  jessamine,  are  sometimes  mixed 
among  the  teas,  in  order  to  mcrease  their  fragrance. 

The  pea-tree  is  reckoned  very  curious,   and 
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indeed  it  struck  me  as  such.  It  grows  to  an  as- 
tonishing size,  and  the  shape,  colour,  and  taste  of 
its  produce  exactly  corresponds  with  our  common 
garden-pea. 

But  I  must  not  continue  these  descriptions,  or 
you  will  perhaps  grow  tired  ;  for  all  have  not  my 
predilection  for  botany — all  are  not  equally  fond 
of  natural  history.  Besides,  I  have  never  told 
you  any  thing  of  the  persons  of  the  natives  ;  and 
you  would  perhaps  like  to  know,  that  most  of  the 
men  had  blunt  noses  turned  upwards,  high  cheek- 
bones, and  large  lips,  with  complexions  dark  and 
muddy.  Their  hair  was  universally  black,  thick, 
and  strong,  where  it  was  allowed  to  grow  ;  and 
they  often  wear  whiskers.  We  saw  but  few 
ladies.  Those  we  did  see,  were,  from  the  fair- 
'  ness  of  their  complexions,  and  the  beauty  and 
deUcacy  of  their  features,  entitled  to  admiration. 

When  we  arrived  at  Canton,  in  whi€h,  after  alt 
we  had  seen  of  Chinese  towns  and  cities,  there 
was  little  to  attract  notice,  I  went  to  see  the 
Chinese  art  of  printing.  It  consisted  in  nothing 
more  than  cutting,  in  relief,  the  forms  of  the 
written  characters  on  some  compact  wood,  daub-^ 
ing  afterward  those  characters  with  a  black,  glu^ 
tinous  substance,  and  pressing  upon  them  different 
sheets  of  paper,  (itself  a  previous  and  ingenious 
19* 


222  FIRE-SIDE    STORIES. 

invention,)  each  sheet  taking  thus  an  impression 
of  the  characters  upon  which  it  had  been  laid. 

Walking  down  the  streets  at  noon-day,  I  was 
surprised  by  the  number  of  persons  I  met  with 
lighted  flambeaux  and  torches,.foUowed  by  others 
carrying  packages.  In  a  fe^feloments,  however, 
I  perceived  a  magnificent  chaii',  in  which,  I  was 
iuxormed,  was  seated  a  lady,  who,  amidst  the 
harmony  of  a  variety  of  musical  instiTiments  that 
attended  her,  was  being  conducted  to  the  house 
of  her  intended  bridegroom.  As  the  chair  was 
locked,  and  none  but  the  intended  husband  is 
permitted  to  open  it,  I  cannot  give  my  young 
readers  any  description  of  her  personal  charms ; 
though,  I  suppose,  they  were  acknowledged,  as  the 
intended  spouse  did  not  shut  the  chair,  and  return 
her  to  her  relations,  as  he  would  have  done  had 
he  not  admired  her  ;  but  conducted  her  into  his 
hall,  where  they  each  made  four  devout  prostra- 
tions to  Tien.  The  ceremony  was  concluded,  I 
was  told,  by  the  lady's  respectful  acknowledg- 
ments to  her  husband's  relations ;  when  she 
joined  her  female  friends  assembled  on  the  occa- 
sion, whilst  the  gentleman,  in  a  separate  apart- 
ment, entertained  his  guests. 

Marriages  in  China  are  conducted  by  parents, 
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and  the  young  lady  is  known  only  to  her  future 
husband  by  the  representations  he  receives  of  her 
from  a  number  of  oldwomen,who  principally  trans- 
act the  business.  The  bridegroom  presents  a  few 
ornaments  to  his  intended  spouse,  and  the  bride's 
relations  sign  a  contract,  in  which  they  agree  to 
give  a  certain  sum,  to  be  expended  in  apparel,  no 
fortune  being  ever  given  with  a  daughter. 

I  visited  some  of  the  manufactories  where  the 
beautiful  porcelain  was  made ;  but  as  the  operation 
is -very  similar  to  that  pursued  in  our  potteries,  a 
description  of  it  is  unnecessary. 

Of  the  reUgion  of  the  Chinese  I  have  said  but 
httle,  because  full  and  abundant  accounts  are  given 
in  most  geographical  works.  I  have,  however,  I 
hope,  laid  clearly  before  you  the  most  striking  habits 
and  manners  of  the  country ;  and  it  therefore  only 
remains  for  me  to  say,  that  we  quitted  Canton 
when  our  arrangements  were  complete,  bade  adieu 
to  that  city,  and  proceeded  to  Macao,  from  whence 
we  sailed  to  St.  Helena ;  and,  finally,  safely  reach- 
ed the  happy  shores  of  England. 

My  rambUng  days  are  over,  my  strength  is  ex- 
hausted, and  my  mind  seeks  and  finds  its  best 
comforts  in  the  quiet  of  domestic  scenes.  But  I 
still  recollect,  with  pleasme,  all  that  I  have  seen — 
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still  recur  to  the  kindness  I  received;  and  rejoice 
to  think,  that  friendship  can  exist  independent  of 
country,  habits,  or  manners. 


THE    END. 
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THE  GEOGRAPHICAL  PRESENT,  Part  I.  ;  being 
descriptions  of  the  several  countries  of  Europe,  embellished 
with  twelve  beautifully  coloured  engravings. 

THE  GEOGRAPHICAL  PRESENT,  Part  II.  ;  being 
descriptions  of  the  several  countries  of  Asia,  ^Australasia,  and 
Polynesia,  with  twelve  beautifully  coloured  engravings. 

THE  GEOGRAPAICAL  PRESENT,  Part  IH.  ;  being 
descriptions  of  the  several  countries  of  Africa,  with  twelve 
beautifully  coloured  engravings. 

TALES  FROM  AMERICAN  HISTORY,  containing  the 
principal  facts  in  the  life  of  Christopher  Columbus,  for  the 
use  of  young  persons  and  schools.  By  the  author  of  "  Popu- 
lar lessons,"  &c.    Embellished  with  four  engravings. 

We  are  happy  for  the  honour  of  our  country,  for  the  interests  of  our 
growing  literature,  that  works  of  this  character  are  in  greater  demand 
now  than  heretofore.  An  American  youth  should  certainly  know  all 
that  relates  to  the  short  but  interesting  history  of  his  country  ;  and  we 
conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  parents  and  tutors  to  have  them  instructed 
in  this  department  of  learning.  The  little  volume  now  before  us,  is 
admirably  suited  for  families  as  well  as  schools  ;  it  ought  to  be  adopted 
in  all  our  principal  seminaries.  It  is  well  written,  highly  interesting 
and  instructive,  and  embellished  with  beautiful  copperplate  engravings. 
The  second  edition  is  accompanied  by  nearly  five  hundred  questions, 
.which  will  greatly  enhance  its  value. — Ladies  Garland. 

TALES  OF  A  GRANDFATHER,  being  stories  taken 
from  Scottish  history.  Bj  Sir  Walter  Scott.  6  vols.  18mo. 
with  twelve  engravings. 

The  author  has  not,  in  these  volumes,  given  us  any  of  the  half  de- 
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cayed  fruits  of  Antiquarian  research,  nor  brought  to  light  any  particu- 
larly dark  passages  on  the  page  of  history  ;  but  he  has  done  a  good 
service  to  the  youthful  student  on  the  fate  of  nations,  and  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  world.  He  has  obviously  chosen  the  most  striking  features 
of  his  country's  annals,  not  only  to  instruct  by  historical  facts  the  rising 
generation,  but  to  impress  upon  their  minds  practical  moral  truths. 

Boston  Literary  Gazette. 

THE  TWIN  SISTERS,  or  the  Advantages  of  Religion. 
By  Miss  Sandham.  Third  American  from  the  sixteenth  Lon- 
don edition. 

PROVIDENTIAL  CARE,  a  tale  founded  on  facts.  By 
Miss  Sandham. 

Parents  cannot  put  into  the  hands  of  their  children  a  more  interesting 
work,  nor  one  which  is  better  calculated  to  give  a  virtuous  bias  to  their 
minds,  than  this  little  production  of  Miss  Sandham's.  The  whole 
story  exemphfies  the  truth,  that  virtue  has  its  reward,  and  that  the 
safest  reliance  is  on  a  kind  Providence. — New-York  Fanner. 

FIRESIDE  STORIES,  or  Recollections  of  my  School- 
Fellows,  being  a  description  of  Eastern  manners,  &c,  illus- 
trated with  twelve  engravings. 

THE  LIFE  OF  MOSES,  written  by  a  friend  of  little 
children,  embellished  with  eight  engravings. 

The  object  of  this  little  book  before  us,  is  to  call  the  special  notice  of 
the  young,  to  the  "  meek"  man,  with  whom  the  Lord  spake  "  face  to 
face,  as  a  man  speaketh  unto  his  friend."  It  designs  to  build  a  taber- 
nacle for  Moses.     And  its  chief  object  has  been  happily  attained. 

The  little  volume  breathes,  throughout,  a  spirit  of  unfeigned  love  to 
God,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  If  is  not  a  mere  dry  detail 
of  facts  ;  but  many  of  its  numerous  practical  reflections  are  admirably 
suited  to  the  capacities,  and  appeal  powerfully  to  the  hearts  of  chil- 
dren ;  christian  children. — The  Family  Visitor. 

THE  BARBADOES  GIRL.  By  Mrs.  Hofland.  With 
frontispiece  and  engraved  title. 

THE  ESKDALE  HERD-BOY,  a  Scottish  Tale,  for  the 
instruction  and  amusement  of  young  persons.  By  Mrs, 
Blackford. 

Mrs.  Blackford  is  well  known  as  the  author  of  the  "  Scottish  Or* 
phans,"  "  Arthur  Monteith,"  and  several  other  works,  which  have 
acquired  for  her  an  enviable  standing  in  the  literary  circles.  She  has 
endeavoured  in  relating  the  adventures  of  John  Telfer,  the  Eskdale 
Herd  Boy,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  her  young  readers,  the  permanent 
advantages  of  e9,rly  integrity  and  gratitude.     In  the  short  and  uiifor* 
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tunate  life  of  William  Martin,  she  has  attempte'd  to  show  the  duty  that 
is  incumbent  on  all  young  people,  to  subdue  that  disobedient  and  self- 
willed  temper,  which  may  otherwise  undermine,  not  only  their  own 
comfort  and  happiness,  but  those  of  their  parents  and  friends,  of  all 
whom  they  love,  and  of  all  to  whom  they  are  dear.  The  character  of 
Helen,  is  meant,  on  the  contrary,  to  illustrate  the  inestimable  value  that 
a  dutiful  daughter  may  be  of,  both  to  father  and  mother  ;  the  prudence, 
the  steadiness,  and  even  the  energy  which  Helen  displays,  on  some 
trying  occasions,  will  not,  it  is  hoped,  appear  to  be  overstrained,  when 
her  conduct  is  considered  as  the  result  of  an  education  conducted  on 
those  steady  prmciples,  which  ensure  the  love  and  obedience  of  the 
child,  by  inspiring  a  firm  reliance  on  the  justice  and  affection  of  the 
.parent. — Chronicle  of  the  Times. 

THE  SCOTTISH  ORPHANS,  a  Moral  Tale, founded  on 
an  historical  fact,  and  calculated  to  improve  the  minds  of 
young  people.     By  Mrs.  Blackford. 

ARTHUR  MONTEITH,  being  a  continuation  of  the  Scot- 
tish Orphans.     By  Mrs.  Blackford. 

IN  SCHOOL  AND  OUT  OF  SCHOOL,  or  the  history 
of  William  and  John,  an  interesting  tale.  By  one  who  knows 
both. 

This  work  is  written  in  a  plain  and  easy  style,  replete  with  interest 
and  instruction,  and  every  way  calculated  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of 
youth,  and  instil  therein  the  most  important  principles  of  morality  and 
religion :  in  short,  it  is  one  of  the  most  amusing  books  of  its  kind,  and 
is  embellished  with  two  pretty  engravings. 

NORTHERN  REGIONS  ;  or,  Uncle  Richard's  relations 
of  Captain  Parry's  Voyages  for  the  discovery  of  a  North- 
west Passage,  and  Franklin's  and  Cochrane's  over-land  jour- 
neys to  other  parts  of  the  world — with  24  engravings. 

This  beautiful  little  volume  is  another  of  the  many  laudable  attempts 
which,  within  a  few  years,  have  been  made  with  a  view  of  interesting 
the  young  in  geographical  knowledge.  It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  remind 
our  readers  how  pleasing  and  instructive  a  juvenile  abridgement  of 
Parry's  voyages  must  certainly  be.  Moral  reflections,  in  addition,  are 
judiciously  interspersed  with  the  narrative  ;  and  the  numerous  and  neat 
plates  with  which  the  book  is  furnished,  seem  to  make  it  highly  accepta- 
ble as  well  as  useful  to  its  readers. — Joui^nal  of  Education, 

ANNA  ROSS,  a  story  for  children,  by  the  author  of 
**  Father  Clement,"  "  The  Decision,"  &c.  with  four  coloured 
engravings. 

This  worthy  author  in  her  introduction  Tery  properly  condemns  the 
inconsistencies  of  many  professors,  who  neglect  the  moral  and  religious 
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education  of  their  children.  This.story  may  assist  many  of  this  class, 
when  making  the  effort  to  instil  important  hints  into  their  minds.  It 
contains  the  affecting  tale  of  Anna  Ross,  the  orphan  daughter  of  Major 
Ross  ;  and  by  its  simple  and  touching  narrative,  its  faithful  appeal  to 
the  heart,  supported  by  references  to  the  word  of  God,  it  is  eminently 
calculated  to  allure  and  impress  the  juvenile  mind. 

London  Evangelical  Magazine. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  FAIRCHILD  FAMH.Y,  or 
the  Child's  Manual ;  being  a  collection  of  stories  calculated  to 
show  the  importance  and  effects  of  a  religious  education.  By 
Mrs.  Sherwood,  author  of  the  "  Lady  of  the  Manor,"  &c.  2 
vols.  18mo. 

THE  DECISION  or  religion  must  be  all,  or  is  nothing. 
Ninth  American  Edition. 

The  story  itself  is  a  very  short  and  simple  one,  but  its  characters 
are  so  true  to  nature,  that  we  have  no  doubt  it  has  been  drawn  from 
what  occurred  in  real  life.  Our  regret  in  laying  down  this  little  volume 
was,  that  it  is  too  short.  As  it  is,  we  cherish  the  fond  expectation 
that  the  lessons  which  it  is  meant  to  teach,  will  reach  the  hearts  of 
many  hitherto  strangers  to  the  truth  ;  and  enable  them  like  Gertrude, 
to  choose  that  better  part  which  shall  never  be  taken  from  them. 

Christian  Herald. 

THE  SISTERS  :  a  Domestic  Tale.  By  Mrs.  Hofland. 
With  frontispiece  and  engraved  title. 

THE  PARENT'S  ASSISTANT:  or,  stories  for  children. 
By  Maria  Edgeworth  ;  2  vols.  18mo.  with  numerous  engra- 
vings on  wood.  Contents — The  White  Pigeon,  Lazy  Law- 
rence, Tarlton,  the  I]irth  Day  Present,  Simple  Susan,  The 
Basket  Woman,  Forgive  and  Forget,  Eton  Minton,  The  Mimic, 
Waste  Not  Want  Not,  The  False  Key,  The  Orphans,  Barring 
Out,  Old  Poz,  and  the  Little  Merchants. 

LITTLE  PLAYS  FOR  CHILDREN  ;  the  Grinding  Or- 
gan, Dumb  Andy,  and  the  Dame  School  Holiday  ;  being  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  Parent's  Assistant,  by  Maria  Edgeworth, 
embolliphc  d  with  three  copper-plate  engravings. 

THE  GOVERNESS  ;  or  the  Young  Female  Academy. 
By  Mrs.  Sherwood,  aiithor  of  "  Lady  of  the  Manor,"  &;c. 

LILY  DOUGLAS  ;  a  simple  story,  humbly  intended  as  a 
premium  and  pattern  for  Sabbath  Schools,  by  the  author  of 
"  Pierre  and  his  Family,"  with  frontispiece.  Third  Ameri- 
can Edition. 


For  the  New  Era. 
Tlie  "Oiiio,"  Seventy-foiir. 

W  Jl  I  T  T  E  N    B  V    W  M  .    II  E  N  R  V    KING, 

AiR— '*  Hurrah  for  Old  Tippecanoe." 
Huzza  for  the  noble  OHIO  ! 

Likewise  for  her  bold  hardj^  crew, 
It  an  enemy's  ship  s-he  draws  nigh,  O,' 

They'll  show,  them  what  Yankees  can  do. 

On  the  Mediterranean  station 
^      She  swam  like  a  swan  in  her  pride  ; 
Protecting  the  rights  of  the  nation, 
And  its  commerce  on  that  distant  tide. 

Tiie  commander's  a  gallant  old  cruizer, 

"  Vot's  veil"  known  to  old  "  Johnny  Bull ;" 

''  Dad  Neptune"  has  dubb'd  him  a  "bruizer," 
And  his  name  is  the  bold  ISAAC  HULL  ! 

On  board  of  the  old  "Constitution" 

He  handled  the  foe  quite  severe  ; 
'Twas  his  skill  and  his  crew's  resolution, 

That  conquer'd  the  frigate  "  Guerriere." 

Should  he  ever  be  called  on  to  try,  O, 

•lis  hauil  ai  a  sea-hght  again, 
111  g.ory  he'll  shroud  the  "Ohio," 
And  make  her  the  "  Uueen  of  the  Main." 

Then  here's  to  each  Tar  in  our  Navy 
That  merits  the  bright  meed  of  fame, 

They'll  send  all  their  toes  to  "  old  Ddvy," 
Dci'.'wled,  and  cover'd  with  shame. 

So  success  to  the  gallant  "  Ohio," 
Likewise  to  each  brave  Yankee  Tar, 

For  iheir  country's  starr'd  banner  they'd  die,  O, 
Or  make  it  victorious  in  war  ! 


^. 


